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PREFACE 


T HE General oh Reception that 


Dr. Welwood's Memoirs met with, 
made me put theſe Obſervations on 
ſeveral Parts of our own Hiſtory, 


and that of EUROPE, into the ollow. 


ing Method, that by reviving 7 paſt 
be made 


Fats, the ſurer 7 udgment mig 
7 che Future. tas are not erhwded to 
ſuch Anectdotes, as are no where elſe to 

be met with, nor were Dr Welwood's 
that kind ; but moſt of them are like his, 
in ſeparate Pieces, and ſome of very diffe- 
rent Natures, which probably would never 
have fallen into the Hands of one Man, 
it leaſt he would not have made the ſame 
uſe ie, which theſe are intended for, 
they being no where put in ſo proper 4 
Lgbt. 4 Deſſg⸗ u will, me hope, preſe ane 
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by apprar to have been Honeſt, and proſeca« 
ted with no other View, than to call to our 
Remembrance what the Men were, and what 
the Principles, that brought Europe to the 
Brink of Slavery, by advancing the Power 
of France? What were the dreadful Ef- 
feits of Faction and Corruption in England, 
Holland, and other Nattons, when the 
French Ming had by his Artifices, en- 
975 Parties there in his Intereſt, 
which is a ſuſſicient warning to Us and our 
Poſterity, to truſt none ſ. 1 again, but be. 
ware of the ſame Wicked Practices and not 
hearken to the Deluſion of France, eſpecially 
nom it is in our Power to render them for 
the futare uſeleſs, by reducing her to ſuch 


Limits, as ſhe may be afraid to tranſgreſs. 


The Facts, and the Occaſional Reflecti- 
ons, will ſave the Trouble of à large Pre- 


face. I ſhould have obſernd, what parti- 


cular Reaſons I had to diſtinguiſb theſe 
Events from others in the ſame Period, 
but I believe they are ſo plain, that to men- 
tion them, would be thought Impertinence. 


N B. The Abſence of the Author from 
the Preſs, while theſe Sheets were Printing 
has occaſion'd ſome Errors, which being of 
no great Importance, he deſires the Gene- 
reus Reader to excuſe and amend them. 
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LL Europe, Twenty Years ſince, 
were juſtly alarm'd at the Great- 
neſs of the French Power, which 
occaſion'd the forming a Mighty 

Allyance to reduce it to the Condition *tis 

at preſent in. Thoſe who reaſon'd on that 

Prodigious Greatneſs, deriv'd the Riſe and 

Growth of it ſometimes from the Situati- - —_ 

cn and Advantages of France, ſometimes — 

from the Number and Valour of her 

Troops, and ſometimes from the Ambi- 

tion of the Prince, confirm'd by the 

Councils of Two of the greateſt Minifters 

the World ever produc'd, Richlieu and Man 

darin, Who ſucceeding one another, main 
tain'd a ſteady Deſigning Miviſtry above 

&pþicty Years, which is ſufficient to * 
| 8 ten 
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tend the Glory of any Monarchy much leſs 
of ſo powerful a one. | 
In a Nation where there is an Eternal 
Fluftuation of Councils, as De Wit ſaid of 

England, nothing can be expected but 
Shame and Confuſion. This Fluctuation is 
obſerv'd to have prevail'd only ſince the 

Death of Queen Elizabeth, and moſt of all 
in the Reign of King Charles Il. The ſame 
De Wit ſpeaking of the Miniſtry then in 
England, expreſs'd himſelf thus: know not 
the preſent Miniſtry, and 'can ſay not hing to 
them; but a great deal might be ſaid of your 
uncertain Conduct ſince the Reſtauration, he 
added, that this Uncertainty ſeemꝰd fatal to our 
Conſtitution, he wou'd not judge from what 
Grounds. Mais que depuis le temps de 
« la Reyne Eliſabet, il ny avoit eu qu'une 
« KFluctuation perpetuelle en la conduit 
© del' Angleterre, avec laquelle on ne- 
* pouvoit. Ja mais prendre de meſures pour 
« deux Annees de Temps.” Since the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth there has been nothing but 
4 perpetual Fluftuation in the Conduct of Eng- 
land, and Meaſares are not to be taken with 1 
fer Two Tears together; which he took notice 
of more than once. - And it our Councils 
are now more conſtant and certain, I am at 
a loſs what Inſtances to give of it. The 
Prince of Orange ſaid to Sir William Temple, 
in a Converſation with him on this Subject, 
Was ever any thing ſo hat and ſo cold as this 
Court of Tours? Will the King, that is ſo often 
at Sea, never learn a Word that I ſhall never for- 
get ſince my laſt Paſſage ? When in a great Storm 
the Captain was all Night crying out to the Mar 
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of EUROPE. 


at the Helm Steddy, Steddy, Steddy. This 
Steddineſs has been always in the Admini- 
tration of France, from the Fatal Era that 
our Inconſtancy commenc'd. The Three 
laſt Kings have perſu'd one Point, and by 
the ſame Methods aggrandizd the Mo- 
narchy ; but neither the Strength of their 
Army, the Wiſdom of their Councils, or 
the Certainty of their Conduct, cou'd 
have rais'd the French Power to ſuch a 
height, had they not met with a general 
Corruption in all the Courts of Europe that 
ſhou'd have given a Check to it. The only 
. Powers that ſeem d to be in a Coudition to 
keep. the ballance even in the Empire of 
Chriſtendom, between the Two Houſes of 
Auſtria and Bourbon, were England, Sweden, | 
and Holland ; and theſe were united to that 
purpoſe in the Famous Tripple League : But 
it was a diflembled Union, and all the 
Miniſters of the Three Nations, who had 
the Conduct of it, were in the French In- 
tereſt, as well in Holland as in England and 
Sweden. The general good Character that 
Monſieur De Wit had tor love to his Coun- 
try, and his great Capacity for Govern- 
ment will render any Attempt to leflen it 
diſagreeable to moſt Readers, but I only 
deſire their Patience till they have perus d 
the following Pages, and if it does not 
then appear that the Penſionary of Holland 
was a Petrifioner of France, I ſhall deſerved- 
ly incur the Cenſure of Injuring one of the 
greateſt Reputations that Hiſtory can fur- 
niſh us with, The View I had in looking 
farther ipto the Affairs of Europe, at this 
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funAure, than the common Annals, was 
to ſee by what Methods it was that France 
acquir'd the Power ſhe has now loſt, that 
they might be known and avoided in our 
future Conduct; and that we might ne- 
ver run into the ſame Errors again, or be 
fond of a Nation that has been Fifty Years 
corrupting the Manners and Politicks of 
all others with which ſhe has had any Com- 
merce, ſo long has ſhe look'd with a cove- 
tous Eye on the Spaniſh Monarchy, and 
ns'd all her Arts and all her Power to poſ- 
ſeſs herſelf of it, in Whole or in Part. 
For this ſhe has ſometimes made uſe of 
Arms, ſometimes of Treaties, and all a- 
gainſt Juſtice and Honour ; for the Foun- 
dation of all the Partition Treaties for the 
Monarchy of Spain is laid in Perjury, and 
the Breach of the moſt ſolemn Contracts; 
whereby the French King had renounc'd for 
ever all Pretences to the Dominions of 
Spain, without which Renunciation he had 
never had any: But this is as well known 
as the French King's Diſpoſition to break 


any Treaty when he thinks it for his In- 
tereſt, and therefore I ſhall not enlarge 


upon this Head. 
Monfieur De Wit was ſo ſenſible of 
the Deſigns of Lewis XIV. on the Succeſ- 
fion of Spain, that even during the Life of 
Philip IV. he propos d to the Count D Eſtrades, 
the French Ambaſſador in Heland, to de- 
vide Part of the Spaniſh Netherlands between 
his Maſter and the States, and with the 
Reſt to form a Republick, to enter into an 


Alliance with the United Prguinces, as the 
bh Griſons 
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 Griſons are united to the Swiſs. His Propo- 
ſals were, that Cambrai, St Omer, Aire, all 
Artois, Bergue Se. Vino x, Furnes, and New- 
port, ſhou'd be added to France; and Oſten i, 
Bruges with what is on the Continent, as 


The 


far as Ecluſe to the United Provinces. To Count 


which the Ambaſlador reply d with the 
Frankneſs and Sincerity ſo much practis'd 
by the French Politicians, that He did not 
know his Maſter had any Thoughts of aggrandi- 
zing himſelf on the ſide of Flanders, on the 
contrary, he was contented with what he held, 
without being deſirous of enlarging bis Limits: 
Which one wou'd wonder how a Man cou'd 
ſpeak with a grave Face to one who knew 
his Maſter and him as well as they did 
themſelves; but the Penfionary was as 
great a Maſter in the Arts of Diſſimulation 
as the Ambaſſador, and did not give over 
the Project. : 

There were at the ſame time Deputies 
at the Hague from Flanders, to propoſe an 
Alliance between all the 17 Provinces, for 
their common Defence; which the Louve- 
ſtein Faction in Holland having communica- 
ted to the French Court, Care was taken to 
render their Deputation ineffectual, at 
the ſame time that the French Ambaſſador 
ſeem'd very earneſt to have it forwarded; 
and Lewis XIV. himſelf was ſo coy, as to 
the propos d Partition, that he wrote to 
his Ambaffador. J am very glad the Sie ur 


D'Eſtra- 
des Let- 
ter, Fol. I. 
Page 181. 


de Wit is ſenſible, and ſees ſo plainly by your Ib. 169% 


diſcovering to him my moſt Secret Thoughts and 
Inte ntions, on the Propoſals which have been 
made him, that I am not ſo dangerous a Neigh- 
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bour, nor 4 Prince ſo immoderately Ambitious, 


nor ſo Covetous of another's Territories, as my 
Enemies have publiſh'dwith odious Exaggerations 
to create every where a Jealouſy of my Power, 
As to that, I thank God, I think my Lot is good 
enough of itſelf, to cure me of any Concern or 
violent Deſire to extend my Dominions, and pro- 
vided I can keep thoſe who do not love me (whoſe 
vaſt Deſigns or too great Power ought to be ſuſ- 

ected by me) in a Condition to do me no Hurt, I 
ſhall think my ſelf happy enough in what I have, 
and be very well contented with my preſent State. 
We ſhall, in due time, ſee what a Man of 
Difintereſt and Moderation he is; for 
which blefled Qualities he ſo ſeriouſly 
thanks God. He was ſo very well pleas'd 
with de Wit s Offer of ſo good a Share of 
the Spaniſh Provinces in the Netherlands, 
that he was extreamly edify'd with his Prudence 
and Affection for his Perſon and Glory, adding, 
It ſeem d as if God had deſign d him for great 
Things; and that, he thought, his acquiring 
ſo good a Friend in him was not the effect of ha- 
zard, but of Divine Providence; and in return, 
For his friendly Ditpoſition to a Partition, 
he promiſes him Powerful Protection in all his In- 
tereſts, if Occaſion ever ſhou d offer. Whoever 
reads Mom anus's Hiſtory, will ſee what 
Friends the Louveſtein Faction were to their 
Country : Of theſe de Wit was Chief, and 
the firſt Man that ever thought of giving 
a Foot of Spain to the French King fince the 
Pyrenean Treaty; but their Attachment to 
that Monarch was ſuch, that it made way 
for the Conqueſt he threatned em with in 
72, by the Diviſions they occafion'd , 


and the Confuſion or Treachery of their 
Councils. RS „ 
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to his Majeſty's Compliment, promis d ae 
would never fail in Fidelity to his Maje\'y's 
Service and Glory. No *ooner did the French 
King find that the Penſionary was willing 
to part with ſomething of Spain to him, but 
he wrote to his Miniſter at the Hague, that 
he deſir d to have the Means put into his Hands, 
to give him ſome eſfectual Marks of his Eſteem 
and Aﬀetion, which, ſays he to his Ambaſii- 
dor, I ſhou'd do with a great deal of Joy; and 
if you can bring him to accept them, you wall 
do me a very agreeable piece of Service, I can- 
nos omit another Paſſage in that Letter: 
Kepreſent to him hom important it is to improve 
Opportunities, when Matters are will diſpos d; 
and not leave to the Levity of the People the Lei- 
ſure and Means of changing Thoughts. You 
muſt know that when People come to the 
Uſe of their Underſtandings, his moſt 
Chriftian Majeſty always calls it their Le- 
vity; and therefore he is ever in haſte, when 
a Treaty is going forward that is more for 
his Advantage than theirs. I need not 
take notice of the King's Meaning, by ha- 
ving the Means put into his Hands to give 
Monſ. de Wit efettual Marks of his Love and 
Kindneſs, the Reader will perceive he wou d 
reward him with a lufty Bribe ; whether 
he did it or not Hiſtory does not tell, but 
the Ambaſſador writes to his Maſter, be 
cou'd perceive his Majeſty's Offers touch'd him 
very nearly. Such things are always done 
in private, and how it was tranſacted re- 
mains yet in the dark. The Sequel ſhews 
the King and the Penſionary were very well 

188 B 4 plwGKleasꝰd 


The good Man Monſ. de Wit, in return Ib. 113. 
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pleas'd with one another; the latter being 
ſo fond o the Partition, that he ſeem d to 
uſe Violence on the King's Modeſty; for 
when his Miniſter was preſt about it the 
next time, he tells him warmly, he had ſeen 
how far his Majeſty was from aggrandixing him- 
ſelf on the ſide of Flanders, that he look d up- 
on himſelf as poſſeſs*d of enough without deſiring 
more, and that ſince he knew the King's Intentions 
the Ambaſſador de ſir d he might hear no more of 
it for he did not know how the King wou'd take 
it. The Louveſtein Party, call'd allo the 
French Faction, wou'd not be ſatisfy'd with 
all this, nor hearken to the Flemiſh Depu- 
ties who daily ſollicited an Alliance, and 
were even recommended by France. No- 
thing wou'd content them but the Shunt 
Lewis XIV. ſome of thoſe Provinces; an 

the Faction were ſo fond of it, they wou'd 
have the Partition Treaty paſt againſt all 
Forms and Rules, and not be communica- 
ted to the Sta es General till it was done, 
and cou'd not be undone ; for there were a 
great many Wite and Honeſt Men in the 
United Provinces, who were for the Engliſh 
Intereſt 3 and wou'd oppoſe any Meaſures 
for the extending the French Tyranny. 
That the Treaty was to be manag d clan. 
deſtinely, any one may ſee, by what the 
Ambaſliador writes his Maſter. For the Se- 
—_ of this Treaty, Monl. de Wit ſaid he 


May 24 ſam but one Expedient, and that is, Tour Ma- 
1663. jeſtyhaving declar'd your Pleaſure terein, and 


ſent the neceſſary Powers to treat, he wou d talk 
#0 bis particular Friends of the Province of Hol- 
land, as the Burgomaſters and Penſionaries of the 


Cities 


RN err AQ HH fs a... 1 Soo as... 


of EUROPE 

Cities of Amſterdam, Dort, Rotterdam, 
Haerlem, Delft, and Alcmaer, and diſpoſe 
them to ſign the Treaty with him, in the name of 
the Province of Holland, with great Secrecy; 
and when the Time came, the Province ſhou*d 
declare ſhe had made it, and deſire the | ſaid 
Treaty to be executed. Tis plain by what 
follows, that the Pen ſionary courted France 
to embrace the Partition; for the Fench 
Miniſter was ſtill very ſhy, and Monſ. de 
Wit asking him, How he lik'd the Project? 
The Ambaſlador reply d, There were very 
fine Thoughts in it; but he cou'd not give him hit 
Advice in an Affair which hitherto ſeem'd to 
him, to be very far from his Majeſty's Intenti- 
on. The Count D'Eſtrades knowing very 
well, that whatever his Maſter might talk 
of a Partition, and whatever Treaty he 
might enter into about it, his Intentions 
were to ſwallow up all the Spaniſh Succeſ- 
fion ; and that he made a ſhew of appro- 
ving the Deſign, only to puzzle it. He 
demanded: Ghent and Mechlin, which he 
knew the Dutch wou'd not conſent to; be- 
cauſe, as I have obſervꝰd already, this mat- 
ter was only carry'd on by a French Faction, 


and was to be done privately, and in a Fune 21. 


hurry ; for the Ambaſlador tells his Ma- 
ſer: I muſt ſincerely own to your Majeſty my 
Diffidence of the Event, and my fear that it be- 
ing mojo to be communicated to Five or Six 
Perſons of the Province of Holland, the Secret 
may not be kept, on which, however, the whole 
Afar depends, it wou'd not bear the light 
and the fair Diſcuſſion of the Publick. 


From this time the Treaty went on with 
: ſeeming 
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ſeeming good-will on both ſides ; but 4e 
Wit took all the Precautions imaginable to 
prevent its takingAir, as alſo any Oppoſiti- 
on; to which purpoſe the Count D*Efrades 
writes to the King: To go to work for the 
Execution of the Project, Monſieur de Wit is 
about taking a Fourney in the Province of Hol- 
land, to gain the Cities of Dort, Rotterdam, 
Leyden, Delft, Haerlem and Amſterdam); 
and todo it with the more Secrecy, he intends to 
go to a Houſe between the latter and Utrecht, 
under pretence of viſiting the Sieur de Groot, 
his Uncle, who is the Owner of it, and thoſe of 
his Friends, whoſe Aſſiſtance he defigns to uſe in 
this Affair, are to rendex vous there. They will ſo 
erder it, that Deputies depending on him, ſhall be 
choſen for the next Aſſembly the 10th of July, 
and ſuch as he can diſpoſe for your Majefty's In- 
rereſts. Can any thing in the World be 
more evident than that thoſe who promo- 
ted this firſt Treaty of Partition were 
Creatures of France ? Yet we ſhall ſee how 
ſhe tricks them, and without performing 
one Article of the private Treaty, leaves 
them to the Reſentments and Rage of their 
Country. | 

The 29th of June 1663, that King wrote 
to his Ambaſlador: 7 have ſtill accepted of 
this ſecond Propoſal, on the ſame Terms the ſaid 
Sieur de Wit thought fitting and juſt for each, 
without any Reſtitution or Alteration imaginable. 
So that we find the Bufineſs is done, and 
the Treaty concluded by the Penſionary 
only; and it does not appear that even 
the States of Holland, his Maſters, knew 
any thing of the Matter. I cannot but 
mention 
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mention one Reaſon de Wit gave the Dutch 
Burgomaſters for this Treaty with France, 
which was to prevent being over-run by the 
Turks: There being nothing ſo foreign 


and diſtant, which that crafty Miniſter 


cou'd not improve to his Purpoſe. D'E- 
ſftrades, ſays De Wit, told the Deputies, He 
cou'd not but be appre henſſue that in a little while, 
their Country would have a Barbarous Nation 
for their Borderers, whoſe Power was ſo great, 
their State wou d not be able to reſiſt, and 
therefore a League was to be enter'd into 
with France againſt the Turks; which paſt 
current with the Burgomaſters and Penfi- 
onaries ; for there being not one of all the 


Lowveſtein Faction, who had Cunning e- 


nough to find out de Wit's Deſigns, or ſee 
through his Politicks; every thing he ſaid 
o 'em was taken as an Effect of his pro- 
found Policy, and his Craft and Fraud ne- 
ger ſuſpected, it being diſguis'd with the 
Specious Pretence of Love to his Country. 
The Ambaflador, not long after, writes 
his Maſter, the Penſionary left all the People 
confirm'd in the fear of the Turks Power, and he 


alſo impos'd on the poor Dutch, by repre- 


ſenting to em, that *rwou'd be difficult to en- 


gage the King to defend them againſt the Turks, 


unleſs they came into this Partition Treaty, 
which, as is before mention'd, was tranſ- 
ating while the King of Spain and his Son 
were {till living, and the Renunciation but 
of Four Years date. 

This Partition not taking effect, through 
the Diſhculties it met with, the French 
Ainbaſlador inſinuated to de Vit, that his 

' Maſter's 
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Maſter's Renunciation of the Spaniſu Succeſſion 
was invalid, becauſe all the Queen's Porti- 
on was not paid. To which the Penſiona- 
ry, with great Civility reply*d, He thought 
his Majeſty's Pretenſions had Reaſon on their ſide. 
One thing I cannot omit in this matter, 
which is, the extream Delicacy of the 
French King's Conſcience, in keeping his 
Treaties ; for at the very time this Project 
of Partition was on foot, juſt upon the 
concluſion of the Pyrenean Treaties, he 
writes to his Miniſter: The Execution of 
theſe Two Articles being a notorious Breach of 
the Peace, it ſeems to me we can't in Decency or 
Honour incert them in a Treaty, wherein, in 
another place, we declare our Intention is to _ 

religiouſly the /ate Treaties of Peace made wit 
Spain. Yet the 21ſt of September, he ſent 
his Ambaſlador at the Hague a Project to 
divide the Spaniſh Netherlands, by which he 
promis'd to give all the Places that ſhou'd 
fall to him in right of his Wife, in the Low 
Countries, their Liberty, except Cambray, 
Aire, Newport, Furnes and Binch, and the 
Lordſhips of Caſſel, Balieu, and Popringue, 
which he kept for himſelf, and gave the 
States Oſtend, Plaſſendal, Bruges, Damme, 
Blenquenberque, Gelderland, the Four Spaniſh 
Quarters of Outermeuſe, and the Caftles of 
Navaigne and Argenteau. This Project was 
offer'd to de Wit, and at the ſame time the 
Ambaſtlador repreſented to him the Nul- 
lity of the French King's Renunciation, 
becauſe it was never ratifyd in France; 
which, ſays the French King in one of his 
Letters, was expreſly ſtipulated by the Marriage 
Contract; 
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Contract; but he ſoon got over that expreſs 
Stipulation. And for theſe ſtrong Reaſons 
the Penſionary, as the Count tells the 
King, was fully convinc' d of the Juſtice of his 
Majeſty's Rights, and he doubted not he was al 
fo of his Moderation, and wou'd att in it as the 
King wou'd have him. | | 
While this Matter was depending, a 
Report was ſpread, That the King of Spain 
was dead, and immediately the Projected 
Partition and -Republick are drop'd, and 
nothing talk'd of but the Queen's Rights 
to the Succeſſion of Brabant and Namur, as 
Eldeſt Daughter; the Females, by a Firft , 
Wife, as he pretended, ſucceeding before 
the Males by a Second; but this Affair 
was of ſuch Importance, that Lews XIV. 
himſelf was puzzled to make it out clear- 
ly, and therefore having order'd it to 
be examin'd at Pars, he writes to his 
Miniſter at the Hague If the Sieur de 
it inclines to ſerve me, as I am aſſur d he 
does, he will adviſe to it, and might perhaps 
furniſh me with good Memoirs, I am very ſen- 
ſible of the obligiug way he takes in all things re- 
lating to my Intereſt, as alſo of his Sincerity and 
Openneſs of Heart, 1 ſhall always behave my ſelf 
in the ſame. manner with reſpect to him, and 
have the ſame Confidence in him. There was 
now a wonderful Endearment between the 
King and the Penſionary, notwithſtanding 
the former had laid afide the Partition Trea- 
ty, to look into his Wife's Right to thoſe 
Two Provinces in her Brother's Life time. 
However, on ſome Jealouſy of a Diſpoſi 
tion in England to treat with Spain, and — | 
ene 
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the Dutch to embrace the League with the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, the moſt Chriſtian King 
Cenke in another Tone, and threatens 
them toenter into a Treaty .with England, 
Which, ſays he, I can do to morrom, for it 
ſeems he knew more of us than the Dutch 
did, and had a better Correſpondence with 
the Court of England than De Mit. The 
French King's inſiſting on the Succeſſion of 
Namur and Brabant, created terrible Ap- 
prehenſions in the Dutch; and the Penfi- 
onary was forc'd ta ſubmit, in ſome 
meaſure, to the ftrong Diſpoſition of the 
People to league againſt France, at leaſt 
not to think of concluding a Treaty which 
was to give that Crown ſo much beſides 


thoſe Two Provinces, Lewis XIV. reſolving 


not to diſiſt from his Pretenfions to them. 
Upon this the French Ambaſlador.writes to 
his Maſter ; The Sieur de Wit is not eaſily to 
be led away, when he thinks his Reputation con- 
cers d, he having advanc'd far in the Buſmeſs 
wit hout much Communication; and having had 
the Boldneſs to do it of himſelf, and wit hout 


Order, of which I fear the Spaniſh Ambaſſador 


will make fine Work, as tis very probable he 
wou'd have done, had not De Wit's Power 
been ſo great, that no Foreign Miniſter 
cou'd be heard but by his Means, nor ſuc- 
ceed in any Negotiation which the Penſi- 
onary did not countenance. The latter la- 
bour d with the Province of Holland to bring 
them toaccept of the Partition Treaty, as 
the French King wou'd have them; which 
the City of Amſterdam, and the otheriCities, 
wou'd not conſent to. The Penfionary 

ſpar'd 


«a ww is . SS as as” is T>i _ Wn: a ii. 


46" 1 — 1 


of EUROPE. 


ſpar'd for no Induſtry to diſpoſe them to it, 


he put off the Meeting of the States, and 
got a Deputy. choſen for Amſterdam to his 
mind, and the great Satisfaction of the 
French Ambaflador, who tells the Count 


13 


de Lionne in one of his Letters: No Man 258. 


cou d do better than Monſie ur De Wit has done, p. 


and tis not his fault if the King has not Satiſ- 
faction; his own Intereſt is engaged in it alſo, 
and he perceives if the Treaty he propos d does 
not go forward, he's not ſtrong enough alone to 
maintain his Party againſt the Cabals which are 
forming to deſtroy it, I cou d do no leſs than 
thank Fam for his good Diſpoſition for his Ma- 
jhag Service, and aſſure him, if he did any 
thing which ſhew'd his Inclination and Affectian 
to the King, he might depend upon his Protection 
in his own Intereſts ; and I might tell him beſore 
hand, he might venture with ſuch a Second to 
aft vigorouſlyz and not doubt of Succeſs, I ob- 
ſerv' d he was very well pleas'd, and I hope I 
may next Poſt be able to write you ſomething 
more than all this. What can thoſe Gentle- 
men, who have ſo high an Opinion of the 
Penfionary s Honeſty and Ability, think 
of this? Woas it not the Intereſt of the 
United Provinces to league with Spain and 
England againſt France? And did he not 
facrifice 1t by being ſo eager for this'Par- 
tition? What Reaſon he had we find by 
the Count D*'Eſtrade s ſaying, He perceives 
if the Treaty he _ 'd does not go forward, 
he's not ſtrong enough alone to maintain his Par- 
ty againſt the Cabals that are forming to deſtroy 
it And the Frenchman cou'd not, at that 
time, have promis d him a better Second 

| than 
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than his Maſter. In the mean while the 


Penſionary found his Treaty ata ſtand, and 
the Dutch began to be inquiſitive about 


the French King's pretended Right, to 
which Lewis XIV. gives them this ſatiſ- 
factory Anſwer : His Majeſty finds his Right 
abundantly, and beyond whas he expected * 
he beg an the Inquiry. And at laſt the Count 
D'Eſtrades wrote to him: I confeſs, Sir, the 
only way for the good of your Service, and the 


Preſervation of the R. ghts you may one Day have 


to the Netherlands, is not to be bound to a 

Condition; but for your Majeſty to be left at full 
liberty to do, when time ſhall ſerve, what you 
ſhall think fit. For the Ambaſiidor was a 
little honeſter than his Maſter, and wou'd 
not have him conclude a Treaty, which he 
was very well ſatisfy'd wou'd be made 


only to be broken, and now the only Bu- 


ſineſs that was left him in it, was to tell 
De Wit that his Majeſty wou'd not keep to 
the Partition Treaty, which had been de- 
pending a Twelve Month, and he did it 
in theſe Words: That Holland only engage- 
ing, it was not certain the States General mou d 
approve the Treaty. That he knew by experience 
to what alittle Populace was liable, and 'twas 
not Prudence to expoſe ones ſelf to thoſe Hazards. 
That the Conditions mou d be much more certain, 
when they ſhou'd be agreed to by the States Ge- 
neral, than if they were unſeaſonably agreed up- 
on with the States of Holland. That he was 


particularly to declare to him, what an Eſteem 


his Majeſty had for his Friendſhip, of which he 
bad receiv'd 22 Marks in the whole Ma- 
nagement of this Negotiation, in return of 

which 
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which he might depend on the King 's Prote&zog, 
De Wit was not ſo great a Stranger to the 
French King, as to be ſur priz d at this Pre- 
varication, and tho' it left him in no very 
ood Condition, making him accountable 
for a Clandeſtine Treaty which never took 
effect, Tet he he ard all, ſays the Ambaflador, 
like a Man who expected it, and had gueſt a 
much ; And reply'd, That ſince his Majeſty 
had Reaſons to put off the Treaty to another 
time, they muſt be ſubmitted to. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, and that the Secret Trea- 
ty of Partition prov'd ſo Abortive, the 
Penfionary appear'd to be in a very good 
Humour with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
whom he promiſes, That he woud in the 
mean while ſo manage his Friends, as to keep 
them well affefted to his Intereſts as he had 
brought them to be. That he was infinitely o- 
blig'd to bis Majeſty for the Honour he had done 
bim in promiſing him his Protetion, and wou d 
let no Opportunity ſlip to ſhew bys Gratitude. 
It muſt not be forgotten, that the Em- 
peror had now had Propoſals of a Partition, 
which was not ſo ſtrange a thing as ſome 
difaffeted People in England made of it 
ſometime after. The French King in the 
Management of this Matter, had taken no 
notice of his Father-in-law, the King of 
Spain, of England, of Germany, or any 0- 
ther of the Princes with whom he had Al- 
liance, nor had the Penſionary dealt more 
ſincerely with the Allies of the State. 
This way of praceeding cou'd be occaſion d 
by nothing in the World but Lewis's 
Knowledge of bis 9 in break - 
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ing the Pyrenean Treaty, and de Wit's be- 
ing conſcious that he was doing that for 
France which the People in general won'd 
obſtruf, it they had known-of it. A fair 
Cauſe abhors fach dark Meaſures: And 
that the French King knew full well he was 
acting in an unwarrantable manner, may 
appear by what he wrote De Mit, as ſoon as 
he heard that the States inclin'd to a Trea- 
ty with Spain, and that there had been 
ſome ſteps taken towards it. This Proceed- 
ing of theirs, ſays his Majeſty, or of thoſe 
os are at the Head of their Affairs, is not 
like that of a true Friend and Ally ;, for if the 
thing is indifferent, they ought not to make a 
Myſtery of it; if it is not, they are 7 the Lam 
of Alliance oblig d to give their Confederates no- 
tice of what paſſes, in which his Intereſt is ever 
ſo little concern d. Here the moſt Chriſtian 
King ſhews us, that he ſins againſt Know- 
ledge, when he does not do what his Trea- 
ties oblige him to, and that whatever State 
is in alliance with others, it no longer de- 
ſerves the Name of a True Friend and All, 
if it does not give all its Confederates no- 
tice of what paſſes wherein their Intereſt 
is ever ſo little concern'd I doubt not, if 
we were to carry our Inquiries ſo far, In- 
ſtances might be given of the breaking of 
this Law of Alliances, but I believe it will 
always be found to be done by ſuchas were 


fond of French Politicks, and thought they 


cou'd not have better Authority for what 
they did, than the Example of the French 
King, for whoſe Intereſt Monſieur De Mit 
did not keep to this Law ſo well as he 

ought 
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ought to have done, making that King 
himſelf the Judge. 1375 

[ will not pretend to determine whether 
the Penſionary was ſo Honeſt a Man as 
ſome imagine him to be, all I have pro- 
pos'd to my ſelf in this Treatiſe, was to 
ſhew he was entirely in the French Intereſt, 
and ont of an invincible Hatred to the 
Orange Party, woud hearken to no Terms 
of Alliance with Germany, England, and 
Spain, to prevent the growing Power of 
France; tis true, the Alliance of England was 
precarious, but that of Germany and Spain 
infallible, as being grounded on ſelf Pre- 
ſervation as well as their own ; and tho' a 
corrupt Miniſtry in England were at that 
time for a French League, the People were 
generally againſt it ; and had Germany, 
Spain, and Holland united heartily againſt 
France, England muſt have done the ſame, 
or have thrown off the Vizard, and de- 
clar'd openly for Lewis XIV. which none of 


her Miniſters durſt do, ſo odious have any 


Engagement with the French Court been 
always to the Engliſh. - 

The Spaniſh Ambaflador at the Hague, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Emperor's having propos'd a 
Treaty for the Preſervation of the Nether- 


lands, and the Cities of Holland giving into 


it, the French "Miniſter was allarm'd, and 
warmly repreſented to De Wit how ill it 


woud be taken by his Maſter; but the 


Peniionary afſures him, he had given the 
Imperial Reſident ſuch an Anſwer as ſhew'd he 
had nothing to hope for. The Houſe of Auſtria 


being in no degree of Fayour with the 
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Louveſtein Party, and tho the French Power 
was ſuch, that it cou'd in a few Campaigns 
have reduc'd it to a Condition of begging 
Peace rather than diſputing Empire, yet 
they always talk'd of that Houle as if it 
had been as powerful as in the Reign of 


as weak as when its Dominions were a third 
leſs, and the French divided as they then 
were. When the Germans and their Con- 
federates had the leaſt Succels, it was the 
way of our Minifters, and the French 
Faction in Holland, to cry up the Greatneſs 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, to leflen the 
Fears of that of Bourbon; upon which the 
Prince of Orange ſaid a very juſt thing, 
when he was tamper'd with on that Sub. 
je& : There's no need of fearing the Houſe of 
Auſtria, till they go beyond the Peace of the 
Pyrenees ; whenever that ſhall happen, I will be 
as much a Frenchman as 1am now a Spaniard, 


but not before. 
During theſe Negotiations in Holland, 


there happen'd a Difference between the 
States and the Duke of Newburgh, the 
Elector of Cologne, and other neighbouring 
Princes which the Imperial Miniſter en- 
dea vourꝭd to have accommodated, to pre- 
vent the ill Conſequences of a Rupture, 
of which France wou'd be {ure to make an 
Advantage. De Vit cou'd not help com- 
plying with ſuch a Propoſal, and inform'd 
the Frexch Ambaflador of it ; but told him 
with all, I will appear they wou d have obtain d 
Satisfaction ſooner, by his moſt Chriſtian Muje· 
Hs Recommendation, than other Princes. And 

not 
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not long after, at a Conference between 
the French Miniſter, and the Heads of the 
Louveſtein Faction, wherein it was notify d 
that the Imperial Reſident had let the Em- 
cup knew there was no hope of bringing 

is Project about. The Count D'Eſtrades 
complemented the Sieur De Wir and the 
reſt, who behav'd themſelves as he wou'd 
have had them in that Affair, in the King's 
Name ; and fays in one of his Letters to 


his Maſter on that Occafion, They all pro-y, 331. 


mis'd me to be always firm in your Intereſts, and 
to by a Deference to your Councils. 

The Reaſon ſome Perſons give againſt 
any Suſpicion of De Wit's falling in with 
the French King's Intereſt is his Profeſſion 
of Repubican Principles, tis true, he was 
educated, in them, and had a Zealous 
Commonwealth's Man for his Father; he 
was himſelf always profeſſing a Zeal for 
the Service of his Country, but I am apt 
to believe that if he cou*d have ruin'd the 
Prince of Orange 's Party, and have main- 
tain'd his own by any other Protection than 
that of France, he wou'd not have apply'd 
to the French King out of choice, there 
being ſuch a prodigious deal of difference 
between the Principles of Arbitrary Go- 
vernment and that of a Republick, in 
Which the Penſionary was bred, that one 
can't imagine he was in love with the 
French King's Politicks, on any other ac- 
count, than that he thought he con d not 
ſupport himſelf by any other Means. It 
muſt be own'd, he had a vaſt Capacity, 
ſince he cou'd of himſelf manage ſuch an 
C3 vn 
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ungovernable People, and bring them in- 
to all his Meaſures ; for there was hardly 
a Great Man in Holland that was of his 
Party. Thoſe that ſided with him were 
his Tools, and if Two or Three Wiſe Men 
ſeem'd to join with him, it was withViews 
quite difterent from his. They had all 
along a Veneraticn for the Houſe of 
Orange, and no Averſion to his Succeſfion 
to the Dignity of his Anceſtors, I mean 
particularly Monſieur de Beverning and 
Monſieur Van Beuningen, as able Men as 
De Wit, and much honeſter. Whereas al- 
moſt all the hot Deputies who join*d in 
with the Penſionary, as they were devoted 
to France, 10 they were utter Enemies to 
the Succeſſion, and wou'd never hear of doin 
any thing for the Prince that might — 
to his Succeeding his Father in the High 
Offices he held in that Commonwealth. 
Theſe Deputies were for the Partition we 
have been treating of, and theſe were the 
Men that had given the French Miniſter 
ſuch hearty Aſſurances of their eſpouſing 
his Maſters Intereſts on all Occaſions. In- 
ſomuch that the Count wrote to him in the 
ſame Letter, I can aſſure your Majeſty y-u 
are in ſuch Conſideration here, that they had nat 
more Reſpett nor Deference for the late King 
Henry IV. than they have for your Majeſty ; 
for they reſolv'd this Morning to form no impor- 
tant Deſign, in the Affairs which may happen to 
. them, without firſt conſulting your Majeſty, &c. 
I wou'd ask the Gentlemen that take 
Monſieur De Wit, and his Faction, to have 
been no Friends to France, Whether they 
%% . 


. 


„ 0 e . ee A LS YAN CO WW e o& HH 


of EUROPE. 


think Monſieur D* Eftrades, one of the ableſt 
Miniſters of his Time, was impos'd upon 
them? If not, Whether Men cou?d give 
greater Inſtances of their Affection and 
Devotion, than in this Declaration ? The 
War between England and Holland was now 
breaking out, ths Louveſtien Party were 
the more ſtiff in their Condu& in it, be- 
cauſe they were afraid of the King .of 
England's ſupporting his Nephew , - the 


Prince of Orange, in his Pretenſions to the 


Succeſſion, which it ever he obtain'd, they 
foreſaw it wou'd end in their Deſtruction. 
The Friends of that Prince, who were the 
true Friends of England and their own 

Country, had an Abhorrence of the AJi- 
ance with France, and the War with King 
Charles Il. which the French King privately 


fomented, and the Dutch were encouraged 


chiefly in it, by his Promiſes to join with 
them, purſuant to a Treaty he had made 
with them in 1662. which he ſtill preva- 
ricated in, ſometime on one Pretence, 
ſometime on another; and when he at 
laſt declar'd for the Dutch, he did it in 
ſuch a manner that it was plain he wou'd 
not have done it, had he not been afraid 
of the States clapping up a Peace with 
England, and entring into an Alliance with 
Spain, Which was ſo apparently their Inte- 
reſt todo: Yet when it came to a Rupture, 
and the Penſionary {aw how Lewis XIV. 
dealt doubly with him, out of pure Envy 
or Hatred to the Houſe of Orange, he 
ſuffer'd the French to amuſe and deceive 


him, and his Country to be expos'd to the 
C 4 Hazards 
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Hazards of a Cruel War rather than ven- 
ture the Ruin of his Faction by perſuing 
juſt and open Councils. His Miniſtry 
was the moſt mifterious that then was in 
Euorpe, and indeed there are ſome Politi- 
cians, Who, when their Counſels are ſet to 
light loſe all their Merit which was found- 
ed only on Prejudice and Ignorance. When 
a thing was offer'd in the Aſſembly againſt 
the French King, He took the Deputies up, 
ſays the Ambaſſador, and told them his Ma- 
jeſty was the Father of this State, which ap- 
pear'd moſt viſibly in the Year 1672. when 
he reſolv'd to be as much a Father of this 
Country as he was of his own, and there- 
fore attempted by Conqueſt to unite them. 
He ſtarted his Queen's Rights to the Spaniſh 
Succeſſion, as often as he was ſollicited to 
fulfil the Treaty of 1662. and his Minifter 
talk'd now in a true French Tone, They 
muſt oblige themſelves to break with the Honſe 
of Auſtria to maintain the Queen's Rights, 
without being permitted to examine, Whether 
they are juſt or not ? Andhe backs this with 
a Reaſon which none durſt ſay a word 
againſt, *Tis ſufficient that his Majeſty thinks 
them ſo. Which was enough in all con- 
ſcience, to ſatisfy People who had ſo good 
an Opinion of Lewis XIV's Fatherly Gare 
of them. The Louveſteir Party was the 
moſt zealous in the Courſe of the War, 
and the French Ambaflador took care to 
keep em warm. Thoſe who were of ano- 
ther Sentiment, he call'd the Spaniſh Facti- 
on. And he tells Monſieur de Lionne, in 
has Letter of the 26th of February 1665. 
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Im aſraid of their accommodating matters 
with the Engliſh 5, in fuch caſe we ſhall haue 
contented neither Party, and ſhall find it a hard 
matter to make any Progreſs in Flanders; 
which is a Demonſtration of what Ad- 
vantage the French thought it, to keep up 
the Louveſtein Faction in Holland, no leis 
than the Securing the Conqueſt of Flanders, 
which the Penſionary muſt be a very ill 


Politician not to ſee, or a very ill Miniſter 


not to prevent; and ſince the former ad- 
mits of no doubt, the latter muſt be the 
Conſequence from whence may be obſery'd 
what 1s the Power of Ambition in ſome 
Minds, that it overcomes the Love of 
ones Country, and even al} Sentiments of 
Honour and Gratitude ; for it was to ſe- 
cure to himſelf the Employment he was in, 
that he ſacrific'd the true Intereſts of the 
State to the power of the French King. 
"Twas by De Wit's means that the Prince of 
Tarente was made Governour of Boiſleduc, 
which, as the Count D'Eſtracges wrote to 
the King, Js the ſtrongeſt and moſt conſiderable 
Place the States have. All the Spaniſh Cabal 
was againſt him, and even ſome of the States 
went from Houſe to Houſe, to ſollicite againſt 
him: Saying, twas very dangerous to put the 
Key of the Country into the Hands of a French- 
man. AY which Monſieur De Wit and his 
Party got over, and the Prince carries bimſelf 
very well towards theſe that govern, and atts 

with a great deal of Zeal, in every thing which 

concerns his Majeſty's Service. That the 
People in general did not approve of the 
Proceedings of the Penſionary and his 
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Faction, appear'd by the Murmurings in 
all the Cities, and their declaring aloud, they 
did not believe the French King wou d aſſiſt em 
ſuant to his Treaties. But De Wit and 
his Party were ſo bent againſt the Engliſh, 
that they did not preſs the King to the 
Performance of his Treaty, farther than 
conſiſted with good Manners, and their 
Fears of offending him. Nay, when after 
the Engliſh had beaten 'em at Sea, in 1665. 
and the Spaniſh Party, as the French Ambaſ- 
fadour call'd all that were againſt him, 
cry'd out the French King had abandon'd 
them, that it would be beft to make Peace 
with England, and reſtore the Prince of 
Orange to his Offices. De Wit ſaid, they 
uld rather temporize a little, and ſend to 
Monſieur Van Beauringen at Paris, to preſs 
the King to perform the Guaranty And he 
carry*d it by his Majority in the Aﬀ/-em- 
blies, contrary to the General Sentiments 
of the People. The City of Amſterdam 
murmur'd, and exclaim'd againſt the 
Miniſtry. At Leyden, the Citizens threw 
a Drummer inte the River, becauſe he 
Beat up for Men for the Service of the 
Lords the States, crying out He ſhould 
beat for the Prince of Orange, and not for 
Traytors, Neither was the Fleet free from 
Deſcontents. Several Sea-Captains, ac- 
company 'd with a great Number of Sea- 
men, getting together, ſaid publickly, They 
would never go to Sea again, if the Prince of 
Orange's Flag was not born. And tho' De Wit 
had the Addreſs to keep the Fire from 
breaking out into a Flame for ſame Years, 
yet 
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yet he durſt not Chaſtize the Offenders ; 
and in the end, the Deſtruction which 
now, but threaten'd, oveitook him. To 


in him lay to prevent a General Aſſembly, 
which D' Eſtrades wrote his Maſter would 
de the Ruin ot the Penſionary, whereas 
he Govern'd that of Holland at his Plea- 
ſure ; and De Wit was ſo Conſcious of the 
Diſpoſition of the Dutch towards him, that 
e was afraid to ftay aſhore in the Year 
1665. which was the Reaſon of his Sollici- 
ting a Commiſſion to go aboard the Fleet, 
comparing his Condition to Mazarine's,who 
having almoſt all France againſt him, took 
on him the Command of the Army at 
Rhetel. He flatter'd himſelf if he could 
beat the Engliſh, he ſhould fix his Authori- 
ty at Home, and the Danger of the War 
lid not ſeem greater to him, than the 
Hazard of Mutinies and InſurreQtions. For 
now tho' the Deputies were ſo much a- 
gainſt the Prince of Orange, the Sieur De 
Wit, ſays D'Eſtrades, had much 40 to defend 
himſelf in all the Matters laid to his Cha ge in 
this War. 

have ſo often mention'd the Louzeſteix 
Faction. that it will not be imp roper to 
give a ſhort Account of them, and how 
they came to be ſo called. They were 
Originally of the Armi nian Party, which 
in a Word, took in all the Durch Tories, 
tho' they pretended a mighty Zeal for the 
Republick, But Sir Wiliam Temple gives 
us the beſt Image of them, in his Obſerva- 
tions on the United Provinces, where he tells 
EY | x4 


avert the Blow, he labour'd as much as 
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us their Principles were thought to lead then v 
in Barnevelt's Time, towards a Conjunttion, Wl at 
or at leaſt a Compliance with the Spaniſh Reli. w 


gion and Government; both which the Houſe n« 


of Orange in the whole Courſe of the War, en- a. 
deavour'd to make irreconcileable with thoſe of Ml 1c 
that State. One may by this Deſcription, ¶ tc 
fee what excellent Patriots theſe were, T 
who pretending a Zeal for Religion and t! 
Liberty, would have confirm'd 'em by 
Popery and the Inquſition. For what eſſe 01 
are the Spaniſh Religion and Government, h 
to which out of Hatred to the Houſe of 01 
Orange, who deliver'd 'em from Idolatry h 
and Slavery, they were for complying 1 
Now the Arminian Principles Infected the F 
Church of England, in the Reigns of King t: 
James, and King Charles the Firſt; ul 
Story informs us, that the Clergy than In- 
fected, were the moſt Zealous for Cere- 
monies and Arbitrary Power. The Head 
of the Arminians in Holland, was Barne velt, 
and in the Year 1650. Jacob de Wit, and 
five other Gentlemen, were ſeiz d by Com- 
mand of the Prince of Orange, Father of 
King VMilliam, for purſuing Barnevelt's 
Practices, and Impriſon'd in the Caſtle of 
Lowveſtein, John De Wit and his Party, 
continuing to maintain the ſame Princi- 
ples, were term'd the Lowveſtein Faction; 
and the Remembrance of his Father's Im- 
priſonment, did, doubtleſs, animate him 
as much againft the Prince of Orange's In- 
tereſt, as his pretended Jealouſie of the 
Stadtholder's Power, which that Factin 
depriv'd him of in his Infancy, and Leagu' 
; Wil 
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with the French ſo cloſely for Protection 
and Aſſiſtance againſt the Princes Party, 
who had early Apprehenſions of the Great- 
neſs of France, and were for entring into 
an Alliance with Spain, then reduc'd ſo 
low, that there could be no juſt Reaſon 
to fear any Danger from that Quarter. 
The People were generally well- affected to 
the Prince of Orange. after his Father's 
Death, and it was not without Inſurrecti- 
ons in ſeveral Places, that Fohn De Mit on 
his being advanc'd to the Office of Penſi- 
onary of Holland, got the Dignity of Stadt- 
holder to be ſuppreſt by a Perpetual Edict. 
The Inhabitants of Dort, Enkbaiſen, and 
Hoorn, took Arms, and the very Militia at 
the Hague, would not March till their Co- 
lours with the Arms of Orange, which had 
been taken from them, were reſtor'd. 
But the Prince bein g in the Cradle, and 
the Dutch having ſuffer'd very much b 
their War with the Engliſh, which made 
the French Name more acceptable, and by 
King Charles, who pretended to protect 
his Nephew, the Penfionary had Op- 
portunities to promote Alliances with 
France, and that produc'd the Terrible 
Revolution in 1672, both to his Country 
and his Family. For if all that has been 
ſaid of his Conduct in that Affair, of his 
Allying with France rather than Spain, 
cannot prove his Partiality to the Fregch, 
for the ſupport of his own Faction, let us 
lee what Sir William Temple writes of it, 
and he having a very high Opinion of the 
Penſionary, is certainly at impartial Judge 
in 
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in this Matter. It is in his Diſcourſe of 
the Cauſes of the Fall of the United Provinces, 
in the Year before mention'd. But 4 
Holland had ever defended it ſelf againſt 
Spain by England and France, ſo it ought 
ro have done againſt France, by England and 


Spain, and provided early againſt their own 


Danger, as well as that of Flanders, by im- 
proving and advancing their Confederate League 
with England and Sweden, into a ſtrict De- 
fexſive Alliance with Spain, as a Principal in 
the League; and i agreeing with that Crown 
to furniſh between them ſome conſtant Subſidiery 


Payments to Sweden, for the ſupport of their 


Standing Forces even in Time of Peace. This 
was the Deſire of Spain, this the Intereſt of all 
that meant to ſecure the Peace of Chriſten- 
dom, and the Opinion of ſome of the Dutch 
Miniſters, tho not of the Chiefeſt, till it waz 
too late, Is not this a Proof of what I have 
been intimating, that either the Penſiona- 
ry was not that great Politician, or that 
Honeſt Man as ſome repreſent him? He 
muſt know all this as well as Sir Willian 
Temple. But an Alliance with Spain, would 
have outed him of his Miniſtry, and dif- 
ſolv'd his Factions which they could not 
bear the Thought of. Rather let the 
French come to the Gates of their Capital, 
give Laws to their States, and lay their 
Provinces waſte, than part with that Pow- 
er which made him Courted Abroad, and 
fear'd at Home. That Stare is certainly 
in a miſerable Condition, which has at the 
Head of Affairs a Perſon who cannot con- 
tinue in his Office with ſafety to his Coun- 

ery) 
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try, nor quit it with ſafety to himſelf, 
but is forc'd to increaſe the Publick Ha- 
tred by the Means he acquir'd it. There 
was no need of being ſo good a State-pro- 
het as Sir William was, to foretel what 
would be the end of ſuch a Man. Above 
Two Years before, it happen'd he wrote to 
my Lord Arlington, that nothing could out 
Mr. De Wit, hut ſome Violent Revolution, 
which indeed he was himſelf afraid of; 
and I do not believe a Miniſter of State, 
who knows he has in all things acted with 
an Honeſt Intention for the Publick, and 
not his Private Intereſt, ever was, or ever 
will be, apprehenſive of ſuch a Revolution. 
Innocence has no ſuch Fears, and Publick 
Merit will be too hard for Envy and Ma- 
lice, where it has no mixture of Faction 
and Corruption. This Perſon had, 'tis true, 
one good Quality that would have made 
amends for many ill ones, had he not been 
ſo much a Frenchman, which was his not 
improving an Ordinary Fortune left him 
by his Father, to any Exceſs, at leaſt in 
Appearance, and deſpiſing that Pomp and 
Figure which others are ſo fond of. But 
one may very well ſuſpect, that a Man 
who had enter'd in ſo ſtrict a Correſpon- 
dence, with ſuch a King as Lewis XIV. 
in the Zenith of his Power and Riches, had 
ways to make his Majeſties Royal Bounty 
uſeful to his Party, if it was not to him- 
ſelf; 'and as Pride and Revenge had' the 
Dominion in his Heart, ſo it was no won- 
der there was not ſo much room for Ava- 
rice, as one would expet, when a Man 
had 


The Secret Hiſtory 


had fo little, and fo many Opportunities 
to have more. | 
| have often wonderd how it was poſ- 
ſible for Monſieur De Mit, and his Party, 
againit the Bent of Six Provinces, and half 
of the Seventh, to engage the Dutch ſo 
cloſely as he did with the French. I doubt 
not they were great Profeſſors of Oecono- 
my, and mightily for the Conſtitution 
both in Church and State, that they rail'd 
at all thoſe that were for the Prince's Suc- 
ceſſion to the Stadtholderate as Abettors of 
Faction and Seditien, that they magnify'd 
the Powers of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
leflen'd that of Bourbon; and being in 
the poſleſhon of all the Places of Truſt and 
Honour, cou'd oblige a ſufficient number 
to maintain themſelves in them. Yet this 
mult ſurely be very difficult to accompliſh 
in a Country ſo tenacious of their Liberty, 
which they had ſo dearly purchas'd, and 
where the People were generally averſe to 
any Union with France. All things tend- 
ing thereto being manag'd in the dark, or 
with a high Hand. During the firſt Duro 
War, Every one, ſays D Eftrades, is for 
an Accommozat;on with England, except Monſ. 
De Wit, and bx Party. We are not look'd 
upon here as Friends, but are declaim'd againſ Wh: 
at a horrible rate, I cannot enough deſcribe to . 
you how we are rail d at here. Monſieur de Wit 
ſays little, tis rumour d in the Cities, he has an Mh 
Vnderſtanding with the King, and that he is Met 
Traytor; and if he goes aboard the Fleet, "tis 
becauſe he has Friends there, and will he ſafer 
than aſhoar. All which the Penſionary did 
| not 
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not matter, being concern'd for nothing 
but the French King's not declaring for the 
Dutch, as if he wound do any thing bona 
de, that was to be of any Benefit to 
them. De Wit was ſo obſtinate in this Ad- 
herence to France, that tho” the r 
Jof the Spaniſh Netherlands, the Marquis de 
Caſtel Rodrigo wrote the States, that the 
War with England was come upon them 
with the Participation of France, and by 
her Councils; and that that of Munſter 
was in like manner fomented by her, 
yet Monſieur de W;t, notwithftanding all 
the good Impreffions that Intimation made 
In the Minds of the Hollanders got what Re, 
olutions the French pleas'd to be talen. An 
hen his moſt Chritlian Majeſty had let the 
Dutch be well beaten by Land, before he 
ade any Declaration in fayour of them, 
ks he was oblig'd to do by his Treaties, 
eat laſt does it with this ſingular mark 
df Grace to the Penſionary, commanding 
is Ambaſlador to acquaint him, that one 
pf the moſt preſſing Conſiderations which made 
im baſten his Declaration, (which by the 
Way had been demanded almoſt a Year) 
14 the particular Intereſt of the ſaid De Wit, 
end my Deſire to ſupport him, and diſperſe and 
ender impotent all the Cabals forming in the 
State againſt him, to ruin him or weaken his 
luthority. For which laſt Obligation; 


better for, the Fleet and Army he ſent 
aving never done em the leaſt Service, he 
ves the Penſionary to underſtand that hs 
romiſes hintſelf; be will at al time, and i All 
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Fairs, give him eſſective Proofs of his Aﬀetti 
on and Gratitude. To encourage him in it, 
he commands his Miniſter to tell him, 
« He had ſent poſitive Orders to him, if 
c he thought proper, either for the Sieur 
« De Wit's greater Security, or the better 
ec and ſooner to diſperſe the Cabals form. 
ce ing againſt him, that the Ambaſſador 
&« ſhou'd do him any good Office, in hi 
« Name, with the States, to favour the 
&« Penſionary, to praiſe his Merit and 
ce Services, and let them know how much 
c his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty thought it 
&« for their Advantage to continue the 
« Fruſt they put in him; or if his Name 
cc was not thought = r to be mention'd, 
ce then the King's Ambaſſador was to in- 
&« form them, that he had a great Eſteen 
ce for the Preſent Miniſtry, which ſeem'd ti 
ce his Majeſty to be the beſt and moſt con- 
© ducible to the Safety and Preſervation o 
ce the State. That as their good Friend 
& and Ally, and one ſo much concern'd in 
© their good Conduct, he exhorted then 
„ vigorouſly to oppoſe the Intrigues, which 
&« were but too well known to be carry t. 
© on in the Provinces to change the Ad- 
& miniſtration, and his Majeſty did: it 
the rather; for that if things ſhou'dfo 
c happen, he cou'd no longer have the 
& ſame Confidence in them, becauſe ther 
« Enemies wou'd then be Maſters, and 
© he cou'd expect no good from them." 
But tho his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſeem'd 
to ſet ſo high a Value on his Declaration, 
it was not receiv'd in Holland with ſo much 
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Rapture as he expected; they had been 
tird with his Delays, and thofe who were 
not in the Secret, cou'd make no Con- 
jecture, by Appearances, but that Lewis XIV, 
having drawn their Miniſtry into War, by 
hopes of Aſſiſtance, had no other Deſign 
than to ſee the Two principal Proteſtant 
States of Europe ruin one another by their 
mad Broils, that he might make his Mar- 
ket, and the more eaſily deſtroy their Re- 
ligion, Liberty, and Trade. All the Orange 
Party took this Declaretion of his for Gri- 
W mace, and the Penſionary being out of the 
way, the French Ambaſſador had the Morti- 
fication to find his Maſter's Friendſhip was 


certainly have receiv d your Majeſty's Declaration 
%% more Foy than they did, but Monſ. De Wit, 
tho prepares Men's minds to take things in a good 
= and ſhews 'em to be for the good of the 
ate, is not now here. The Miniſter, who 
us'd to ſet a Gloſs on the Councils of France, 
o extol that King's Affection for their 
State, to magnify the Greatneſs of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, and the Friendſhip of 
hat of Bourbon, was abſent; and now the 
People, Who had no ſuch Biaſs to influence 
hem, receiv'd the pretended Declaration 
as Men of Senſe, who underſtood their 
rue Intereft. Tho” the French King had 
eclar'd againſt England, yet he took care 
he Dutch ſhou'd not have any Benefit by 
t, and delay'd his Fleet in the Mediterra- 
ear, under the Duke of Beaufort, ſo long, 
it all the Action of the Summer, at Sea, 
| D 2 Was 
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was over, before the French Squadron 
cou'd join the Dutch ; and when the Jun&i- 
on was made, all the World ſaw the 
French were not in earneſt, being only 
Spedctators of the War; which they were 
pleas'd to ſee proſecuted ſo vigorouſly be- 
tween Two Proteſtant States, the Mari- 
tine Strength of Chriſtendom, which be- 
ing deftroy'd by themſelves, wou'd make 
way for him to uſurp the Empire both of 
Sea and Land. Yet for this ſhew of FrienJ- 
ſhip he demanded no leſs than the Town 
of Maeſtricht, which perhaps had been 
given him by the French Faction, if ſome 
ot 'em had not had Offices and Poſts in 
that Government, which they were loath ll 
to part with, Unleſs, as D Eftrades writes, 
an Equivalent be promis d. Tis certain there 
was a Ireaty on foot, in ſecret, to receive 
a French Garriſon into that important Place, 
Lewis XIV. pretending he cou'd not other- 
wile be ſafe, and ſecure the Aſſiſtance of 
Holland, when he ſhou'd, in his Wife's 
right, invade Flanders. But that was a ſtep 
the Faction had not Boldne's enough to 
take, it was too obvious, and wou d have 
open'd the blind Eyes of the deluded Hu. 
landers; they were not all fo ſtupid as we 
have frequently hinted ; and now De Wi 
was aboard the Fleet, the Partizans 0 
Orange, Spain, and England, ſcatter'd print- 
ed Papers againſt him making him Authot 
of te War, out of ambition to rendet 
himſelf Maſter of all Affairs; which ſuc: 
ceeded ſo well, that he was publicklf 
talk d of as a Traytor, and ſome of the 
greatek 
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greateſt Men in Holland threw up their 
Offices, becaule they would not ſerve with 
him, particularly Monſieur de Beverning, 
to whom the Feneh Ambaſſador went, to 
erſwade him not to lay down at ſuch a 
ere for fear it might prove Injurious 
to the Penſionary. That Miniſter ſpoke 
much of the 6000 Men the Trench King 
had ſent them, to aſſiſt em againſt the 
of Biſhop of Munſter. Monſieur de Bevering, 
who had been Treaſurer, and knew the 


bo State of their Affairs, reply d, 6009 Men 
| : „ ( 

en vod not ſave em, when there were 20 in 
the Provinces, and their Country had been 


plunder'd;, for tis to be noted, that the 
Biſhop of Munſter had done em all the 
Miſchief he cou'd, before the 6000 French 
march'd to Holland, EL 
When the Penſionary return d from the 
Fleet, the French Ambaſſador was preſent- 
ly with him, to let him know what a 
Friend he had in his Maſter. De Wit 
expreſs d himſelf to be very ſenſible of his Ma- 
2 Ezuour, and to de ſire nothing ſp much as 
an Opportunity to ſhew his Gratitude by ſome 
Service, He thought it convenient that 
the French Miniſter ſhou'd give the Cities 
to underſtand how much his Majeſty was 
fatisfy*s with the preſent Miniſtry, and 
that if it was chang'd, he ſhou'd take 0- 
ther Meaſures; while Matters went on to 
amicably between the French King and the 
Penſionary the Proteftant Intereſt ſuf- 
fer'd, and the Miniſters in Holland, as 
ſtrict as the Law is in ſuch Caſes, did not 
forbear preaching againſt the League with 
DD 3 France 
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France. He who was in poſſeſſion of the 
great Church in the Hague, whoſe Name 
was Hotteman, told emein the Pulpit, God 
Chaſtis'd them for accepting the Aﬀeſtance of an 
Idolatrous King, who wou d be as ready to maſſa- 
cre them, as their Brethren were maſſacred on 
Sr. Bartholomew*s Day, by another King his 
Predeceſſor, who beſides this Barbarity, caus d 
ſeveral Innocents to be murther d at Antwerp, 
aud quitting the Alliance of a King of their Re- 
ligion, to war with him by the Maxims of an 
il Government. The Preacher was, on 
complaint, brought before the States, who 
examin'd him, and ſeveral voted for his 
Diſcharge ; but the French Faction, who in 
all places dread nothing ſo much as freedom 
of Speech, thought he ſhou'd be puniſh'd, 
becauſe, as the Ambaſhdor ſays, He aim d 
at the King's Perſon. Accordingly he was 
ſuſpended from the Church, not for Three 
Years, but for ever, tho' he was very much 
belov'd ; yet, as D'Eſtrades writes further, 
Things were ſo manag'd that nothing ill came of 
it. 
Notwithſtanding” the inſignificancy of 
the French King's Declaration, He and his 
Miniſter continu'd to ſet a high Value on 
it, tho” it had not been a Guilder to the 
Advantage of the States; on the contra- 
ry, the Subſidy which was to be paid by 
France from the Rupture with England to 
that time, was only brought to an unrea- 
ſonable Account, drawn up by Colbert, 
wherein the States are charg'd with the 
Expence of the French King's Embafly to 
amuſe them with hopes of a Peace in Eng- 
| x EO - | land ; 
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land; and that of the 6000 Men, who ne- 
ver got, or recover'd them an Inch of 
Ground from the Biſhop of Munſter, but 
Plunder d the Country, Inſulted the Pro- 
teſtants in Divine Worſhip, and were ſo 
„great a Grievance, that the Inhabitants 
„were as weary of them as of the Munſteri- 
ans, and ſuffer; d as much by them. Yet by 
Colbert's Account, the States were 702000 
Livres in Debt to his Maſter, from whom 
they expected twice the Sum; however 
10 the French Faction put up all this, and the 
is WW Ambaſſador had Orders to - ſpeak freely to 


in the Sieur De Wit, of the Queens Right to the 
m Netherlands; and that he promis'd himſelf 
1, ch 4 Returs from the Gratitude of the States, 


that they will joyn with him for the Defence and 
m_ of ;his Right. Here he ſpoke out, 
and the Penſionary had now no manner 
of Reaſon to doubt of his Deſigns on the 
Netherlands, which in good Policy he ſhould 
have prevented by Leagues againſt France, 
inſtead of maintaining a Dangerous and 
Treacherous one with her. For he had fo 
infatuated his Party, that D' Eſtrades tells 
the King he might do what he would with 
them; and in the ſame Letter ſhews us 
What an eaſie People he had to deal with. 
They muſt be in the beginning brought to Things | 
unawares, and when they are once on the way, 
one may lead them as far as one will, Things 
going as the Sieur De Vit would have 
them, there were a mean ſet of Men who 
in baſe Complacency to his Fortune, made 
their Court to him, whom a few Days be- 
fore they had appear'd againſt with di- 
h . Ringuiſh- 
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bad given a terrible Blow to the Dutch 


ſupported muſt be in danger of Ruin. The 
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ſtingmfhing Warmth. For my part, 1 
have often bluſh'd to ſee Men of Eſtates 
and Character, Courting Perſons of none, 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
were Fortune,s Favourites. Where there 
1s not true Merit, which can never be 
without Sincerity and Honour, the good 
Days of tuch Men will certainly be few; 
and thoſe that comply with them, ſeldom 
ſee the Reward of their Compliance: 80 
haſty is Chance to turn the Wheel, when 
ſhe has reaſon to be aſham'd of the Perſon 
that's a top of it. The War with England, 


Navigation, and as the Foundation of the 
Proſperity of the Hollanders is Trade, fo 
when that was ſhaken, the Fabrick that it 


Publick Credit funk, and as we may per— 
ceive by the French Ambaſſador's Account 
of things, his own Friends were the Occi- 
ſion of it. The great Plenty of Money, tay: 
he, begins to ceaſe: The Zeal of the City of 
Amſterdam, to ſupply the Publick, being de- 
creas d, every one keeps his Money cloſe; and 
all the Millions that Trade brings in don t wal 
as they did, tho thoſe that are at the Helm, 

hide this Change. It however is a great 
Trouble to them) what every one teels, 
is not to be hid along; and-'tis in vain to 
ſay we are Rich, when want of Money it 
the Complaint every where. Few are 0 
fanguine, as to think well of Affairs, 
when they find the Publick Credit fink- 
ing, and the Reaſons why it ſhould fink 


in Holland are {o plain, we need not give 
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| WH our ſelves the trouble to mention them. 
by Whatever Nation has Engagements with 


„ WH France, will never have her Credit high; 
there being ſomething in French Councils 
te ſo Odious, that none will venture their 


Eftates on ſuch a bottom, nor truſt thoſe 
d that truſt them. The Rage of the Durch 
; WH Populace began to Flame out; Books were 
m daily diſperit againſt the Prime Miniſter, 


0 and ſome endeavour d to animate the 
Mob to riſe againſt him: The worſt way 
nin the World of doing Juſtice; I had ra- 
4, tber a Criminal ſhould eſcape," than the 
ch WI Rabble be his judge and Executioner ; 
ie and we can hardly allow of ſuch Madneſs, 
ſo even when the whole is at Stake. For 


whatever the Multitude might be of Old, 
never knew them in my Time but Raſh, 
andl in the Wrong; and as I deteſt any 
Structure that's Built on their Fury, ſo I 
ſhould pitty that as much which is de- 
ſtroy d by it. Notwithſtanding all this, 
the Penſionary being poſſeſs'd of the whole 
Miniſtry, having all Poſts and Preferments 
at his Diſpoſal, ſeem d to deſpiſe the 
vain Efforts of his Enemies; and tho” Re- 
venge was one of his prevailing Paſſions, 
he affected a Moderation that won on 
many; and he procur'd, as the French Am- 
baflador informs us, Such Deputies to be Cho- 
ſen in the next Aſſembly, as were his Friends, 
and well diſpos'& to the French King; which 
was 2 great Comfort to that Miniſter, 
who was apprehenſive of the contrary; 
and had Deputies been choſen of another 
Jemper, Supplies would not have _ 
2 me "©. 7. 
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ſo certain: And he ſaw clearly to uſe his 
own Words, That the Funds falling ſhort, the 
| Preſent Miniſtry would drop. The Penfiona- 
ry and the Ambaſlador aQed in Concert, 
and when the Election of Magiſtrates in 
the Cities came on, the latter went from 
Town to Town, to ſnpport the Intereſt 
of the former. I ſhall do my utmoſt, ſays 
he, to bring all our Friends into it; yer 
tho things be in 4 good Diſpoſition, there's a 
continual Application requiſite, that the Face 
of Affairs may not change. So great is the Li- 
berty in every City, where every one afts accord- 
ing to his Sentiments, and there's no Puni 
for theſe who give ill Impreſſions of the preſent 
Government.  'Tis obſervable, that where- 
ever the French are concern'd, they are 
very uneaſie at the Liberty of Free States, 
which will not admit the tying up of the 
Tongue, and locking up of the Preſs, as 
is done where their Tyranny is predo- 
minant. *T was a great Grief to the Am- 
baftador and the French Faction, that Pee+ 
ple could not be Puniſh'd for ſpeaking 
freely of things on which their own Proſ- 
perity, and that of their Poſterity depend- 
ed. It will always be ſo in ill Govern- 
ments, none being ſo much averſe to 
Freedom of Speech, as thoſe to whom it 
can be of no Service, and of whom every 
true Word that is ſaid, muſt be a Satyr ; 
which ſhews D Eſtrades could not think it 
to be any thing leſs than Treaſon or Sedi- 
tion: For there is hardly an Offence in a 
Tyrannical Government, which is not 
Capital. 
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Capital. Cruelty being as Natural to Ty- 
ranny, as Clemency to Liberty. 

The French Ambaſlador had a great deal 
to do to keep things in order, as may be 
perceiv'd by what he ſaid above, — by 
what follows. There's need of a continual 
Negotiation with theſe People, and no certain 
Meaſure can be taken on their Cunſtancy, but 
much is to be hoy d from Monſieur De Wit's 
Conduct, he having no ſure Support, but that 
of Your Majeſty, on which he depends, and afts 
with Vigour. Nothing was dreaded by the 
French Faction, ſo much as the Re-eſtab- 
liſhment of the Prince of Orange, whole 
Anceſtors were the Terror of Tyrants. 
The Prince's Party was ſo Strong, that 
Monſieur De Vit, whoſe Cunning was not 
greater than his Cowardice, as indeed I 


never knew a Tricker to have either Ho- 


neſty or Courage, was often diſpirited and 
aftoniſh'd, when he had Thoughts of com- 
plying with the Wiſhes of all Good Men, 


and in that Affair, the French Ambaſſador 


frighted, or perſwaded him out of it, as 
appears by what he writes Monſieur De 
Lionne, the 26th of February, 1666. I have 
had the good Fortune to recover him, and 

him how advantageous it would be for him to 
be fix'd and ſupported by the King. That he 


fices, would be to ſu 
and even fail in Gratitude to his Majeſty. 
And indeed it was the main Intereſt of 
the Penfionary, to prevent the Princes 
Succeſſion, there being no manner of hopes, 
that if he ſucceeded to his Fathers O 4 


may eafily ſee to reſtore the Prince to his Of- 
= himſelf to his Enemies, 
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and Dignities, either De Wir, or any of 
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which put him on Deſignsthat were Viſio- 


French Ambaſſador, could not help own- 
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his Faction, would be favourd by his 
Highneſs, whom they had affronted, and 
done their utmoſt to hinder his ſucceed- 
ing to the Srtadtholderate. Twas for this 
Reaſon chiefly, that the Penſionary el- 

us'd the French King's Interefts, his own 
Ching ſo cloſely linkt with that Monarchs, 
I leave the World to judge whether this 
was an Honeſt Common-Wealths Man, | 
as he endeavour d to have it believ d he 
was; and the French King was as ſollici- 
tous to have Monſieur De Wit, and his 
Party, take him for a Man of Honour, 
and a Religious Obſerver of his Word. 
He order'd his Miniſter to aflure the 
Penſionary, He had no Intention to ſurprize 
Flanders, and would reſolve on nathing in that 
Aﬀair, but in Concert with him, and by joynt 
Meaſures, We ſhall ſee anon, how he kept 
his Promiſe, and what Reaſon the. Hol. 
landers had to treat De Wit almoſt as bad 
as they did, for truſting to a King, who 
thinks it for his Glory not to be bound by 
ſuch mean things as Promiſes and Trea- 
ties, as will appear in the Courſe of thi 
Treatiſe, . 

It would be to deny the Penſionary com; 
mon Juſtice to queſtion. his Capacity: 
However, thoſe who are well acquainted 
with his Hiſtory and Character, find 4 
great deal of Craft in the Compoſition, 
and not a little of 'a Chimerical Genius, 


nary and Fruitleſs. His Dear Friend the 


ing 
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ing this in his Letter to the King, of the 
22d of July, 1666. He abounds fo in his 
own Underſt anding, that it is impoſſible to gain 
any thing upon him, whatever Reaſon is alledg'd ; 

and not knowing any thing of War, and bei 
fond of doing every thing himſelf, he too fl 
ives into Propoſals that are made to him, 
by thi I perceive he loſss his Credit, So ex- 
travagant was he in his Projects, as to fan- 
cy a Dutch Settlement might be made in 
England, which, ſays D* Eſtrades, was only a 
Chimera that occaſion'd abundance of things to 
be ſaid againſt him. But he had a faſt Friend 
in tie French Miniſter, who was deſir d by 
him o manage things as well as he could for 
their Intereſts; accordingly he wrote his 
Maſter, that he ſhould forget nothin 
which lay in his Power, to break and qua 
the mighty Faction that had infected the greateſt 

part of the Magiſtrates. | 
Wherever French Councils prevail, there 
follows immediately a Spirit of Perſecuti- 
on and Cruelty ; an Inftance of which, we 
have in the Story of an Honeſt Durch Gen- 
tleman, the Sieur Du Buat, who for favour- 
ing, and promoting the Deſign of making a 
Separate' Teace with England, which was 
the only way to ſecure Holland, was Ar- 
reſted by De Wit's Procurement, and his 
Papers ſeiz d. This Gentleman had been 
a Domeſtick of the Prince of Orange, whole 
Friends being all turn'd out of his Houſe- 
hold, to make room for De Wir's, the Sieur 
Du Buat was diſmiſs'd with the reſt. His 
Affection to his Maſter, and the True In- 
tereſt of his Country, made him þ fit Ob- 
| je& 
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je& for the Penfionary's Hatred; and be. 
ing encourag'd in his Cruel Purpoſe againſt 
him, by the French King himſelf, Poor 
Duzt had his Head Chop off to pleaſe his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who tells his Am- 
baſſad or, I am very glad of the Reſolution the 
States took to arreſt Du Buat ; and he after- 
wards repreſents, that the Arreſting of 
him ſhould be follow'd by the Puniſhment hi 
Treaſon deſerves. As, continues he, I pro- 
miſe my ſelf it will be from the Juſtice of the 
States, their Prudence, and the Conſideration of 
their Honour and Intereſt. Purſuant to this 
Advice, the French Ambaſlador ſo beſtir'd 
himſelf, that he wrote the King for his 
Comfort in Anſwer, It is thought it will go 
bad with Du Buat, notwithſtanding all the ton- 
| drary Party are indefatigable in their Endea- 
vours to ſa e him. The Death of this Gen- 
tleman, at the Inſtigation of the French 
King, will take off much of the Pity, which 
otherwiſe would attend the Penſionary's 
Fate. Such are the Methods of French Go- 
vernment, and Governments influenc'd by 
it. Lewis XIV. not beingcontented with the 
Innocent Blood he has ſpilt in France, but 
extending his ſanguinary Principles where. 
ever he has influence. There were ſeveral 
Magiſtrates and others, of the Orange Par- 
ty, whom the Penſionary proſecuted with 
the ſame Rigour; and with what an Air 
of Content does Monfieur D'Eſtrades write 
to Monſieur de Lionne, on that Occaſion: 
Kivit, Burgomaſter of Rotterdam, is con- 
demn d to be Beheaded, and his Eſtate conſfiſca- 
ted, becauſe he's in England; Vander huiſt, 

| | another 


ſician eizd, will, it is thought, be H. 
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another Magiſtrate of that City, i tobe Ba- 


niſh'd for ever and bis Eſt ate forfeited; and a Phy- 
ang d. No 
News being ſo entertaining to the Miniſters 
of France, as that which informs em of 
Sacrifices offer'd up in Blood to their Inte- 
reſts, in Foreign Parts, and no diftance of 


Place makes a Perſon ſecure, that is with- 
in the reach of their bloody Negotiations: 


cannot but take notice of a very juſt 
Suſpicion of the French King, that his 
Word wou'd not be taken, and therefore 

he frankly writes to D'Eſtrades, that If bis 

Promiſe wou d not paſs with the States, he ſbou d 

amm his own Honour for him, which was one 

ot the hardeſt pieces of Service he ever 

put him upon, if the Ambaſſador had any 

himſelf. Tho? he. had ſerv'd him fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully as to buy Dunkirk, and make him 
Maſter of a Port which has done the 

Engliſh, that ſold it, more Damage in the 
late War than all the Ports of Face 
beſides. 

The Penfionary and French Faction, did 
not carry Matters ſo plaufibly as not to be 
perceiv d by all thoſe that wiſh'd well te 
their Country, who ſaw plainly the Freneh 
King's main Deſign was, to involve *em in 


a War with England, to give him an Op- 


portunity of conquering Flanders firſt, and 
themſelves afterwards, which many did- 
not ſtick to declare publickly ; but De Vit 
told the French Ambaflador, He wor'd eaſily 
defeat al Artifices by the dint of Reaſon, 
grounded on the Aſſurance he and the States had 


F bis Majeſty's Sincerity in all his Proceedings, 
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and it was not many Weeks, before 
Lewis XIV. ſurpriz d the Spaniſh Netherlaad;, 
broke the Peace, and took Towns and Pro- 
vinces; that his Secretary, Monſieur de 
Lionne, wrote then to the Count D*Eſtrades, 
The King is extreamly pleas'd with the Meaſures 
u have been taking with Monſieur De Wit, 
to remove the falſe Impreſſions the Spaniſh Mi. 
niſters have been continually inſtilling into the 
People's Minds, as well in regard of the Since. 
rity of his Majeſty's Conduct, which will gro 
more avparent ev ry day, in ſpite of all the Arti. 
fices of his Enemy's to the contrary, as of hit 
vaſt Deſigns, which is a Chimera. And in 2 
Letter the King himſelf wrote to the States 
he upbraids them with the Diſadvantages 
of a Commonwealth, apt to conceive Jea- 
louſies and breed Diviſions ; The Poople being a 
often liable, ſays he, to receive falſe Fakes lm 
as true ones, a Misfertune that never happens in 
Monarchical States, where all is regulated by the 
Vill of the Prince. Which ſhews how much 
better it is to Live under an Abſolute 
Monarchy, than in a Republick. For in 
the former, People are not allow'd to have 
any Impreſſions at all, but thoſe of Obe- 
dience to the Prince?s Pleaſure, who may 
uſe them as he thinks fit; and it they ad- 
mit of any Impreſſion contrary to his Will, 
they are Curd of it by the Gallows or 
Galleys; whareas in a Republick, People 
are ſo Sawcy as to make uſe of their Rea- 
ſon, which the French King ſays is as often 
wrong as right. But a Monarch is infal-| 
lible, and indeed how can it be other wile, 
Vhere Realon is not the Rule, and every 
6 thing 
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re thing he Wills is Legal. However there 
1 vill be found thoſe that will Comment on 
o- the Actions of Princes, and bring em to 
4 the Standard of Truth, which they and 
their Miniſters call Sedition, and the Wri- 
es WY tings that have a Tendency thereto, Li- 


it, bels. Several Books were Publiſh'd in 


f. Holland, againſt the French Alliance, which 
e the Penſionary ſuppreſt. Nay, ſo very 


e. complaiſant was that Miniſter, that he 


„ vould not ſuffer any thing to be Printed 
. ¶ that reflected on Perſons of Quality in France. 
Something of that kind being done, a 
1 Memorial was immediately given in by 


ez the French "Ambaſſador, to have the Au- 


es bor and Publiſhers brought to Exemplary Pu- 
4. WH niſbment. The French being ever impatient 


ot the leaſt Liberty of the Preſs; and all 


that imitate their Politicks, will be ſure to 
exerciſe their Tyranny in an Exemplary 
manner on that Freedom, which never 
vas a Friend to Arbitrary Principles, and 
has been a greater Plague to Tyrannical 
Governments, than ever Arms were. 'Tis 
our Happineſs in England, to have the Preſs 
Free, and it will always be fo in Govern- 
ments where the Law preſides. There 
ſuch Freedom can never be prejudicial; 
for no Body was ever afraid of the Preſs, 
that could venture their A&ions to be 
try'd by an Impartial Judge- 

Of all the Malicious Reports of the 


King, nothing | 
leſs, as what his Miniſter at the Hague tells 
his Secretary in France, that moſt People 

28 E belie dd 


Orange Party, againſt the Moſt Chriſtian 
= cou'd be ſo ground- 
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lalie vd his Maſter and the King of England 
were in a League together, and that the lit. 
- tle he had done Sr the Dutch, was only if 
Colour. My Anſwer, ſays D'Eftrades, v 

that I knew nothing of it, and ſaw no manner of 
Foundation it had. A Book came ont about 
the ſame time, pretending to fet forth the 
Queen's Right to Part of the Netherlands, iſ 
during her Brother's Life Time, which the 
Ambaflador being told of, he reply'd, then 
was a Neceſſity to acquaint the World with th 
Juſtice of the Queen's Pretenſions, becauſe the 
Spaniards had endeavour'd to invalidate the 
Reaſon of them; that was all. His Maſter 
intended only to prove his Title by forc 
of Argument, as the leaſt he could do, and 
the States were bound in Gratitude to 
prove of it, and to Fight for him to ſupport 
ſuch unconteſtable Rights, as the Siſter 
ſucceeding before the Brother, notwith 
ſtanding Sex and Oaths, Treaties and Re. 
nunciations. He adds further, as to ag 
Secret Underſtanding between his Majeſty 
vol. 711, and the King of England, there was noneed 
pag. 70, of making any Anſwer at all, fince i 
carry'd 4 Self- Contradiction in it, and his Mt 
Jeſty's Sincerity was too well known in the Worll, 
to be ſuſpected of any ſuch Colluſton, Monſieu 
De Wit would not give up himſelf fo en- 
tirely to be Govern'd by this Minifter, a 
to ſay it was impoſſible for ſuch a thing to 
happen, conſidering what a Sincere Mo- 
narch they had to do with; but he gave 
him to underſtand, he ſhould be the laſt tha 
ſhould hear of it. One never cares to think 


ill of ones Friend, but the Moft Chriſtian 
Kang 
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King having done nathing againſt his Bri- 


War. If the Penſionary had been out of 
the firſt, it would T agreed better with 
the Character he has left behind him. 

A Treaty of Peace being ſet on Foot, 


Hague was thought of, but the Freach did 
not care to have it in a Place, where 11 
was probable the Enzliſh Miniſters would 
have 12 2 — againſt France, if 
there were any Diſpoſitions in the Court 
England, to prevent the Loſs of Han- 
„fe Eng i they knew, were hearty 
ger the eee of the Low Countries, 
by a War, and the French Miniſters thought 
it their Intereſt to hinder any Correſpon- 
lence between the Engliſh and Dutch, as 
nuch as they could; wherefore De Lianne, 
ecretary of State, endeavour'd to inti- 
midate De Wit, that he might not accept 
f the Hague for the Place of Treaty; and 
does it in a manner which diſcoyers the 
zaod Opinion he had of our Moxals, as 


ons to D'Efrades, are as follow 
lajeſty 3 is afraid the King of England was — 
it'd to propoſe the Hague, hy ang of the uery 
rates in the Intereſt of the Prince of Orange, 
nd he is le that 1 Led os oe: 
xr De Wit's Credit and Authority, 1 his 
ajeſty is reſolv d „„ who an- 
* aps per 105 1 aud Inu 
at they we capable 1 
= that in caſe t 0 mball; 
emitted to the Ha Hager, Manfrur De W 


Perſe 


tannici Majefty worth ſpeaking of in all the 


and a Place to be Namꝰd for the Congrels, 


ell as our Underſtandings. His Exprg} 2 pag. 86. 
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Perſon would be in Danger. As he is ſeldon 
upon his Guard, I am of Opinion tis 4 * not 
unlikely, for the Engliſh are ſenſible ſuch an 
Action would ſhock the State. He meant no 
more, nor no leſs, than that my Lord 
Hollis, and Mr. Coventry, who were the 
Engliſh Ambafladors, would procure the 
Penſionary to be Stabb'd ; an Action no 
Party but a French one would ever Coun- 
tenance, and which ſuch Men as my Lord 
and his Collegue are incapable of. Be- 
fides, as much Miſchief as the Prince 0! 
Orange's Friends might think De Wits had 
done, they were Men of too much He 
nour to take him off ſo baſely; nor was he 
a Perſon of that Importance, as to hart 
Noble Hands Stain'd with his Blood. But 
the French Faction were always ready 
load their Opponents with the very Crime 
they only could be Guilty of. The Opt 
nion ſtill prevail'd, That there was an under 
band Agreement between the French King, a 
the King of England, and that what was di 
by the former, was only for Show. When tit 
Negotiations of Peace began, the Penfſi 
nary gave the French conſtant Advice ( 
the Proceedings in England. For whid 
ſays that Monarch, 7car't ſufficiently exp, 

hom much Monfieur De Wit's Free and Hon 
Behaviour has oblig d me. And again, F 
"wot of aſſuring Mr. De Wit, that I am high 
 eblig*d ro him, as he doubtleſs was; for bt 
fore Lewis XIV. Invaded the Netherlan 
the Penſionary declar'd it as his Opinidt 
that in Confideration of the Queen's P 
tenſions, which both King and Queen h 
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ſo Solemnly renounc'd, a proper Satisfaction 
ſhould be given his Majeſty, by yielding up ſome 
Places in the Low Countries: And in return 


Chriſtian Majeſty, with great Harmony, 
writes his Ambaſlador, This I can tell you 


come to an Accommodation upon very moderate 
Terms; and, I am not for breaking the Peace, 
unleſs Spain forces me to it. And when be 


the Head of a Numerous Army, He wrote 
to the Queen of Spain, We have no Deſign on 
our Part, of infringing the Peace, by our March- 
ing into the Low Countries, at the Head of 
our Army; which is ſo agreeable to com- 
mon Senſe and common Modefty, that 
nothing can be like it. With the fame 
Letter, he ſent the Book that prov'd his 
Queen's Rights, as evident as Proof could 
make it, effectually anſwering the Frivoloug 
Objections contain d in ſome Libels Publiſh'd 


ing of Spainꝰs being Heir to the Nyther- 
lands, in a direct Line from Mary of Bur- 
guudy, the Pyrenean Treaty, the Renun- 
ciation, and the like; which in the Stile 
of the French Court and Miniſtry, muſt 
be Libels, becauſe True; and Frivolous, 
becauſe againſt em. The Queen of Spain 
depending on her Son's Right, and the 
French King's Oaths to preſerve the Pyrene- 
an Treaty, and the A& of Renunoiation, 
anſwer d with equal Majeſty and Juſtice, 
That She would in no manner, nor upon any Con- 
ſderation whatever, "Ro upon 4 Hier o 
3 that 


/ 


for this Friendly Diſpoſition, His Moſt 


before-hand, they will always find me ready to 


actually March'd into the Netherlands, at 


1 the Governour of Flanders; ſuch as the 
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their Armies, not contenting themſelves 


and the Dutch, whom he promis d not to 


i evidently appear to the Lords the States, whit 
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that Affair, nor Treat, or agree upom any thing 
relating to theſe Claires, which ſhe knew had 1 
Foundation. This was with Lewis XIV. ſuf. 
ficient Ground to March his Army into 
the Spaniſh Netherland, to take 1owng, 
Countries, and all without any the leaft 
Deſign of infringing the Pace. So it is, that 
Ablolute Aohavchs argue at the Head of 


with Enſlaving Men's Bodies, they en- 
ſlave alſo their Minds. This was the Pro 
of the Validity of his Demangs ; this was his 
Sincere Proceeding with the Penſionarj 


Invade the Low Countries, without Com- 
munication and Concert with them. Yet 
ſuch was De Wit's Fears of the Prince of 
Orange s, and the Spaniſh Party, that even 
now he was Deaf to all the Offers from 
Spain, for the Preſervation of the Nether 
lands, and feem'd rather willing to give 
the French King more than he askt, than 
force him to be content with leſs. The 
Memorial of the Span ſh Ambaſtador, as 
Juſt and Reaſonable as it was, had no Ef 
fea, nor would he hearken to any Bod 
but the Count D Eſtrades, who had 

often promis d him his Maſters Protection 
The Spaniſh Memorial was ſufficient to 
have alarm'd him, had he not been ſo en- 
tire a Friend to the French King, it con- 
taining theſe evident Truths. Th: King 
of France acting in ſo Violent a manner, mals 
by our Example they ought to expeft, ſteing thit 
if the Decears King bad no Right to Conti 
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to his Son what os. 1 to him in Brabant, 
he could much lefs have to yield to the 
Lords the States, what they poſſeſs of that 
Durchy; becauſe tis more neceſſary to alienate 
them to poſſeſs, If Friendſhip, Relation, a Tren- 


the Pyrenees, be Violated, and ſo expreſs a 
Renunciation as that of the King and Queen of 
France be dem d, the States General may 
eaſily ſee what they are to e pet, ws to their 
own Particular, ſince what x poſſeſs, is not 
Nenoumc d, to which_the French aſpire te ſet 
1 an Univerſal Monarchy. Tis now Time 10 
think of the Common Cauſe, and provide for 
its Defence, This Piece contains ſo many 
Curious Things, that it will not be im- 
proper to incert more of it. This being the 
French K:ng's Aim, be hath procured with a 


England, ro weakes the United Provinces, 
and after to Tyrannize over both, being both un- 
provided, and the States weary of the War, &c. 
This makes it evidently appear, that they ſeek 


us, in the ſame manner, and with the ſame In- 
juſtice. Let amy one ſay then if ever tlere were 
foen the like Proceedings, to Violate ſo Solenn 4 
Tretty of Peace, after « Renunciation, wherein 
Was nothing omitted to avoid this Accident, and 
in which the Moft Chriſtian =_ entirely con- 
ſented ;, and the Queens Majefly bis Spouſe, he- 
fore and after the Marriage ; having been not 
only accepted and comprehended in the Treaty of 
Peace, but moreover approvd by the Parlia- 
ment of Paris. Since be has begun to Uſurp 
Countries by Arms, be ſays, be does not acfign to 

E 4 break 


ty fo Sole mn as that of Munfter, and that of 


premeditated and private Deſien, a War with 


Pretexts to lull Aſleep thoſe they will attack after 
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break the Peace, &c. The Lords the States, 
can no longer doubt that he, who diſowns the 
Renunciation, breaks Friendſhip, and Violate 
4 Treaty Sworn, will treat you in the ſame man- 
ner ag us; and may well conſider what his De- 

ſign muſt be, and that he has a mind to ſwalley 
ut up firſt, and the otbers after. In ſhort your 
State may manage this Matter with your uſual 
Prudence, and if we cannot obtain any thing of our 
Neighbours, 'who are concern d in the Common 
Cauſe, they can't complain, if we are deſtroy'd, 
that we have not warn'd them in time to avoid 
their Ruine. Yet all this made no Impreſſi- 
on on the Penſionary, who fear'd nothing 
ſo much, as the prevailing of the Spaniſh 
Party, which would certainly be attended 
with the Reſtauration oi the Prince of 
Orange. Thus far the Private Intereſt of 
one Man, was the Liberty and Safety of 
the moſt Flourjſhing Republick in the 
World endanger'd. He was as ſenſible 
as any Body could be. of the French King's 
double dealing with them, in Inyading 
Flanders, as alſo of the Weakneſs of bis 
Pretenſions, as may be ſeen by what he 
told the French Ambaſiador, who writes 
thus of him to Monfieur De Liopne ; H. 
ſays that the Right in Queſtion is New, and 1 
. Confirm'd ; that out of Diſcretion, the Stam 
paſt by in Silence many Reaſons of Complaint: 
that one of the Principal was, the having begw 
a War after having both by Word of Mouth and 
Writing, promis d that the King would not ur 
dertake it, wit hous their Participation; atk 
that his Army March'd inte Flanders at th 

Same time that his Majeſty fignifi'd his Fr 


tenſiom 
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tenſions that by the Treaty of the Pyrenees, 
is Stipulated that in caſe of any Quarrel, 1 
Party ſhould proceed to Ams before Six Months 
after the beginning of it; during which, En- 
deavours were to be made to terminate Diffe- 
rences ; and that they knew nothing of the King's 
Complaints, any otherwiſe than by his entring 
Flanders, at the Head of 40000 Mep, and 
by the taking of 5 or 6 of the moſt conſiderable = 
Towns of the Low Countries. However, 
ſuch was the Penſionary's Power over the 
Deputies, ſuch his Partiality to France, 
that D' Eſtrades writes in the very ſame 
Letter, On the Umbrages the States took, «s 
he had reaſon to believe by ſeveral Complaints 
which they made him in the Conferences, which 
he had with the Minifters of the German 
Princes, he could yet aſſure me as a Man of 
Honour, that there was nothing pajs'd but what 
was to the advantage of his Majeſty, and tended 
to unite and act together againſt the Spani- 
ards, Cc. For which he had no manner 
of Reaſon, were it not to preſerve his 
Adminiſtration of the Government, and 
ſupport the contrary Party. By this means 
all the Provinces were oblig'd to follow 
the Sentiments of that. of Holland, which 
is the moſt Powerful and Rich, and that 
was Govern'd by Monſieur De Wit, who 
managd it as he pleas'd. Upon this, the 
French Ambaflagor tells us in one of his 
Letters, Monſieur De Wit is full of Ambi- 
tion; and would above all things, preſerve the 
Authority he has acquir d. And ſpeaking 
of the Negotiation at Breda, he adds, 
He fears if it was concluded, He ſhould 
not 
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not then be wanted ſo much, and would become l 
Private Man Nay, that he — be oblig'd to 
give Account of bis Actions, and be Try d fo 
feveral Things he had done ag aint the Form of 
the Government. To this end, he pack'd 
the Afiemblies perpetually, and not being 
able to carry the Election of Wurtz to Com- 
mand the Army, inſtead of the Prince 
of Orange, whom the Cities demanded, he 
got the Aſſembly to break up one Seſſion, 
that he might concert his Meaſures bet- 
ter againſt the next. In the mean time, ſays 
the French Ambaſſador on this Head, We ar: 
ur d the ſaid De Wit will meet with great Op- 
poſitian, and that the greateſt part of the Cities 
demand the Prince of Orange for their General, 
and fee plainly the Sieur De Wit's oppoſing it 
hit herto, under colour of the Prince's near Rela 
rio to the King of England, will not paſt; the 
ſaid Prince a himſelf extreamly well, 
and, on all Occaſions, ſhewing the Cities and 
People, he hat no Intereſt but that of the State, 
and will be govern'd by the Inſtruftions of the 
Tutors the State has appointed him; which makes 
#he moſt clear ſighted perceive the Siewr De Wit 
alte out of Paſſion and Intereſt, againſt the ſaid 
Prince of Orange. Spain might be loſt, 
and France Reign ev'ry where; the 
Prince muſt not ſucceed, nor the Penfion- 
ary loſe his Poſt; which he knew he 
would do, as ſoon as the Prince's Succeſſion 
to his Father's Offices was determin'd. 
Thus a perſonal Pique or private Intereſt 
of one Republican, was like to have ruin'd 
| his own Country, and with that all Europe 
yet he is generally cry d up as an g 
ä Statel- 
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Stateſman, and the. beft Friend tb Holland 
that ſhe ever was bleſt with, as if he alone 
had preſerv'd the old Conſtitution; which 
the Houfe of Orange, that eftablifh d it, 
wou'd have deftroy'd. Nor was his Ha- 
tred to that Houſe confin'd to the Perſon of 
the Prince, it extended to all who wiſh'd 
well to his Succeſſion; and we may ob- 
ſerve what he wou'd have had done with 
them, by his Inveteracy againſt Bust, and 
the Magiſtrates of Rotterdam, who had fled 
into Eng/and, When the Peace was nego- 
tiating at Breda, it had like to have broken 
off for the Exgliſb Ambaſlador's infiſting on 
an Amneſty fer thoſe Two Gentlemen, 
whoſe only Crime was their Love to Eng- 
lad and the Prinee. This Amneſty was 
propos d for both Nations, hut the Pen- 
ſionary wou'd not hearken to it. The States, 
ſays Monſteur D'Eftrades, bad rather aban- 
don a Hundred Engliſh and Seots Officers, who 
have been in their Service, and fuſſor their E- 
ſtates to be confifcated, than conjert es the uſual 
Clauſe of Anmeſty, for reſtoring the Eſtates of 
ſuch as have ſerv'd on both ſiars; and that for 
fear Two of their Subjects, who fled to England 
when Du Buat was executed, fhox'd enjoy the 
Benefit of it, Monferur de Beverning own'd 
himfelf, it was a Shim; but at 'the fame tine 
ſaid, be was not Maſter. We fee plainly 
whence it comes, ant that a private Intereſt pre- 
vents the Honour und ation the States 
ought to maintain in the Public. . 


Having faid fo much of Hokend, on the 
French King's firſt Pretenſions to ä 
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the Spaniſh Monarchy, and of the Fraudu. 
lent Ways he took to poſſeſs himſelf of it, 
I ſhall now hint a little of the Diſpoſition 
of England, not only as it appears in our 
own Memoirs, but in thoſe of our Ene- 
mies, and of a Perſon. who having been 
the French Ambaſſador in England, before 
he went to Hulland, may be ſuppos d to 
know as much of King Charles II. s Mind, 
as any one. *T1sin D' Eſtrades Letter to the 
King of the 21/ of July, 1667. after the Inva- 
ſion of Flanders, and the States Propoſal of 
a Partion of it in Favour of France. the 
King of England will take the ſame Reſolution 
he did nhen I was Ambaſſador there, not to pre- 
tend to any thing in Flanders, but to aſſiſt your 
Maje ſty with all bis Power to conquer it, provi- 
ded you wou d aſſiſt him with 10009 Foot, and 
fome Horſe, in cafe his Subjects revolt, one need 
not mind the States. When the Prince of 
Orange Was preparing, after he had de- 
liver d his own Country from Slavery, to 
do us the ſame Favour in England, the 
French King teaz'd King James with Offers 
of Succours, but his Council, even at that 
time when almoſt all England were pre- 
par'd to embrace the Relief they expeRed 
from our Deliverer, wou'd not hear of any 
French Auxiliaries; which King Charles was 
for ſecuring Two or Three Years after the 
Reſtauration, when the Engliſh Loyalty was 
at the Height, and the King had done no- 
thing to diſoblige his Objects, but the ſel- 
ling Dunkirk. This very Paſlage proves 
more to me of the cloſe Correſpondence a 

the Two Courts, than all the Secret * 

=. * 


SF wh — * — * 0 


of EUROPE. 
that have been publiſhd ; and had not a 
conſiderable part of D'Eftrades Letters been 
ſank at the Preſs at Bruſſels, it is not to be 
doubted but we ſhou d have a more perfect 
Idza of the Intrigues between the French 
Factions in England and Holland, and the 
Court of France. The Dutch have a Maxim 
in their Politicks, never to offend an Ene- 
my farther than by the Events of War, 
nor to provoke him by Words or Writings, 
more than is neceflary to maintain their 
preſent Diſpute ; and this was the Occa- 
ſion of gelding and finking ſeveral of 
D'Eſtrades Letters which were ſtol'n out of 
the French King's Library, with other Ma- 
nuſcripts, by a Perſon that 'pretended to 
be a Convert. If we had theſe Letters 


entire, tis not to be queſtion'd but ſome of 
the choiceſt Secrets in the Miniſtries of 


England, France, and Holland, wou'd have 
been brought to light. If Lewis XIV. 
cou'd not conquer the Country he had re- 
nounc'd, Charles II. offers to help him, pro- 
vided he ſends him Ten or Twelve Thou- 
ſand good Frenchmen, to aſſiſt his Loyal 
Subjects. Who they were his Maje 

thought of uſing them againft, I can't 
imagine; for at that time all England re- 
joycd in their Deliverance from the late 
Uſurpation and Anarchy. But the Court 
knew belt what meaſures they intended to 
take, and of what Service an Army of 
Frenchmen wou'd be to them. And this 
Secret Alliance will be demonſtrated paſt 
all Contradiction in the following Pages. 
This Inclination of the Court of England 


pro- 
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proceedef from the King and his Brother 


Education by Henrietta Maria of Frauce, 
their Mother, who always inſtill'd intoꝰ em 
an Affection for that Nation and Gavern. 
ment, otberwiſe King Charles wou'd never 
have forgotten the Diſgrace put upon him 
and his Brother by the French King, after 
his Treaty with Cramwel, nor the French 
Court's oppoling his Reſtauration by their 
Ambaflador Bourdeaur, Whoſe Brigues were 
ſo well known to the King of England, 


that he wou'd not ſee him, but command- 


ed him away. D'Eſtrades had better luck 
here, and for Five Millions of. Livers pur- 
chaſed Dunbirt, which has been Twenty 
Millions Stgrling to the Damage of Ex- 
land, in the late Wars. Many were the 
Arts they us d, to raiſe Jealouſies between 
us and the Hollanders, dreading nothing 
more than a durable and firm Friendſhi 
between Two Nations, who, if —— 
might eaſily ſet what Bounds they pleas d 
to their Ambition. At laſt they ſided 
with the Dutch, as a goed Author obſerves, 
©< Tho*' with no other Intention than to 
*© ſee us deſtroy each other, or at leaſt 
© ſo far weaken and exhauſt our ſelves, 
<< that they might with leſs Oppoſition in- 
% vade their Neighbours, and increaſe 
de their Naval Strength: Nay their Policy 
c went farther, and in the Heat of the War 
<< they {till kept Negotiations afoot, and 
© made Overtures and Propoſals of Peace, 
« by means of the late Queen-Mother, 


© whom in the End the» deceiv'd ſo far, 


* as to aſſure her (and by her, his M ay; 
6 > 
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« that the Dutch wou'd ſet no Fleet out 
« that Summer) the Peace was concluded ; 
« while underhand they preſs'd them with 
« all the Vigour and Earneſtneſs imagina- 
« ble, to fit out their Ships, with a Pro- 
« miſe of joining theirs to them. Upon 
« this Paroll of the Frach Court, tis too 
© well known, we had no Fleet out, as 
« well as what follow'd upon it, when the 
« Dutch, meeting with no O ion, 
« enter d into the River of Chatham, &c,” 
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the War againſt us inEmrope, and contented 
themſelves with ſeeing our Ships burnt 
and our Ports inſulted by the Hollanders; 
in America they perſu'd it heartily, and 
took from us St. Chriſtophers and the Leward 
Iſland 


5; nor did they ſurrender the former, 
notwithſtanding they had agreed to do it 


joining heartily with them againſt the 
Dutch; and when they did ſurrender it, 
they deſtroy d all the Plantations, plun- 
der'd and carry'd away all that was port- 
able, leaving it in a much worſe Condition 
than if it had never been planted. They 
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thoſe Parts, afluming to themſelves the 
Sovereignty of thoſe Seas, not ſuffering 
my Ships but their own to {ail by or about 
their Iſtands. Upon no other ground did 
they take Prizes and confiſcate ſeveral 
Veſſels. Add to all this the great Duties 
they laid upon our Merchandize in Fraxce, 
which was as bad as a Prohibition ; while 
e continu'd to trade with *em for ready 
' Money 


And tho they diſſembled in the Conduct of 


by the Treaty of Breda, till we were about 


interrupted the Trade of the Engliſb in 
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Money, to the value of a Million yearly, 
And what was more miſchievous than all 
the reſt, were their continual Intrigues to 
poiſon the Councils of England, and draw off 
the Court from the true Intereſts of the 
Nation. However, no Court nor Count 

was in ſuch high Eſteem as the Frend, 
with the King, his Brother, and all his 
Party, on what Account we ſhall ſee hen 
we come to treat of the Private Engage- 
ments they enter'd into with the French 


| 
King, Two or Three Years after. t 
There was no greater Miſchief done th 
Two Nations of England and Holland, by 
their Unnatural War, than giving the 
French King an Opportunity to encreaſe « 
his Shipping and Naval Stores, as he did in x 
a ſcandalous manner, in Holland, by meam f 
of De Vit, and in England, by means ef the 
Faction there. In Holland, the French King 
in the Years 1666 and 1657, got Twele $ 
ſtout Men of War to be built for him by: 
the Colleges of Admiralty, and bought r 
as many more great Merchant Ships, which. 
He converted to Men of War. Beſide y 
this, there was exported thence to France, t. 
within the compaſs ot Two Years and; 
half 500002 Pound Weight of Match, a 
400000 Pound Weight of Powder, 208 i; 
Casks of Pitch and Tar, 400000 Weight N 
of Iron for Bullets, 6000 Hand- Granadoe tt! 
which I find ſpecify'd ; Two Galliots wer y 
ſold him for his Fleet, and Thirteen Fly: 
boats; and Five Pinks laden at ſever t 
times with Plank, Cordage, Maſts, Nails 
Iron, Sails, and all forts of Utenſils fa w 
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Building. The French Faction in Holland 
forgetting themſelves ſo far, as to permit 
the Eaſ and Weft-India- Company, at Paris, 
to furniſh themſelves with Ships, Stores, 
and all Neceflaries for their carrying on a 
Trade in thoſe Parts of the World. Two 
great Ships of 600 Tons each, Six great 
Flyboats, One of 150; and Two ſmall 
Men of War were fitted out in Holland, 
for the Service of choſe Two Companies; 
than which nothing cou'd be more oppoſite 
to the true Policy of Holland, to aſſiſt a 
Nation of ſuch mighty Advantages as the 
French, to ſhare with them in the Com- 
merce of the World, the only Advantage 
the Dutch have. The Faction not only 


in permitted theſe Ships to be thus loaden, 
u for the King and Company's uſe, but ſup- 
ne ply'd them with Pilots, and went ſo far as 
allow Lewis XIV. to ere& a Foundery for 


Ship-Cannon at Amſterdam. So highly did 
the French King value his affected Decla- 
ration againft the Engliſh, that immediate- 
ly upon it he demanded full Liberty, not- 
withſtanding all Prohibitions of the States 
to buy Ships and Stores; and his Maga- 
Zines, as well in the Weſt of France, as 
at Dunkirk, were furniſh'd almoſt entirely 
in Holland, where he had an Agent, 
Monſieur de Ia Garde Belin, ſettled for 
that purpoſe ; and other Factors employ'd 
under him, who bought Ships and Stores, 
vais d Seamen, and did what he pleas'd for 
the Service of the French Fleet, 
The Partiſans of France, in England, 
were as forward to n French King 
to 
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to enlarge his Naval Strength. An Ay 
thor of Note, who wrote in thoſe Time 
tells us, His Majeſty's Magazines were da 
employ d to furniſh the French with all ſort: of 
Ammunithe, of which the following Note c 

tains but a ſmall Parcel, in compariſon of whi 
was daily convey'd away under colour of Cocke 
for Jerſey, and other Places. 
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A Short Account of ſome Ammun 
tion. Gc. Exported from the Port d 
London to France, from June 167; 
to June 1677. 


Hiſtory of Rauadoen, without Number, ſhip'd off 
3 un wrought Iron 5 21 Tons of Leal 
and War ſhot, 7134 Barrels of Gun powder, 18 Tons 60 
with Hol- eight of Iron-ſhot, 88 Tons 1000 Wetght | 
land. Autch, 292 Tons 90v Weight of Iron Or 


nance ;, Carriages, Bandeliers, &c. uncertain, 
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Appeal Another Writer on this Subject has th 
_ 5 following Reflections: “ Wou'd any Mu 
hy 4 4 ce that judges things according to the 0 
the Parlia- dinary Rules of Prudence have thougt 
ment. © that, in order to ſecure to our ſelyg 
the Sovereignty of the Sea, we ſhoul 
with ſo much Induſtry, endeavour lll. 
© force all the Dutch Ships, with all the 
© Naval Power, into the French Arm 
* We have been often told of brisk Mere. 
* ſengers, ſent formerly to the Frem 
* Kings, as ſoon as they did but lay ti 
* Carcaſs of ſome pitiful Ship upon th 
„Stocks, but we did never ſo much 
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© dream that Vice-Admirals, and other 
conſiderable Sea-Officers, ſhould be ſent 
to the French” Court, to encourage and 


that pity ing their want of Experience in 
© Sea Affairs, we wou'd, out of Compaſ- 
ſionate and 3 love, lead the raw 
* Seamen by the Hand, train them up in 
* our Fleets, and, amongſt the beſt of 
© our Seamen, teach them what Skill we 
have learnt in a long and dear bought 
Experience; and to crown all, even 
fight for them, and interpoſe between 
them and Danger, with ſo good ſucceſs 
(as it provꝰd) that the French Squadron 
(as if the Engagement had been only 
deſign d for our Entertainment and Di- 
verkon to them) came off as freſh and 
as whole as when they firſt fail'd out of 
their Ports,” &c. For, as we have ob- 
rv'd already, there were many good En- 
iſhmen, and good Dutchmen, who ſa w what 
hoſe that hat theAdminiſtration of Affairs 
im'd at, the making their own Fortunes, 
pleaſing their Paſſions, at the Ex- 
ence of Religion, Liberty, and ev'ry 
ng that's held Dear and Sacred by Man- 
ind. So well the French King's Miniſters 
new how to improve to their own Ends, 
ny Diſpoſition of thoſe they had to deal 
ith, that nothing cou'd happen more a- 
reeable to them, than the Duke of York's 
vincible Hatred to the Dutch, and De 
it's to the Engliſh ;, both that Prince and 
he Penfionary having the greateſt, if not 
e only, Influence, in the Management 
\ F - bs 
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promote the ſetting out of their Fleets; 
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of the Affairs of the Two Nations; yet 
both acted with the moſt different Vieys 
that ever animated Two Perſons ; theone 
being to enflave his Country, and the o- 
ther, to preſerve his free; tho? his Zea 
was ill grounded, and he acted on miſtaken 
Principles, his Pique and Prejudice blinding 
that Judgment which was of it ſelf the 
moſt clear ſighted and penetrating of any 
of his Time. The Story of this Man, i 
one of the moſt apparent Evidences of the 
Wretched Condition of Politicians ; what 
a Conſtraint they are oblig d to put upon 
themſelves, how to force Nature, and ad 
Parts they abhor, to accompliſh their De 
ſigns. No body doubts but the Penfio 
nary wou'd have been much better pleas 
if he cou'd have effected his, by any othe! 
Intereft than that of the French ; That ht 
was, in the main, as ſtanch a Republica 
as his Father had been, and wou'd hav 
been as true a Lover of his Country, i 
it wou'd have arſwer'd his ambition 
Views, to which every other Conſideratia 
was to give place. This brings to ny 
Remembrance a good Reaſoning of 8 
William Temple, on the like Occaſion. H 
is ſpeaking of ſuch as ſacrifice the Publid 
to their Pride, Avarice, or Revenge; a 
it muſt be own d, that Pique and Reſent 
ment have frequently as great ſhare in th 
Revolutions that happen in States, as ali 
other Paſſions ; When, ſays Sir Mili 
Complaints and Diſcontents are 3 among vi 

meaning Men, they are ſure to be cultivated 

others that are ill and interefted, and who cou 

| the 
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their own Ends under thoſe of the Publick, and 
by the Good aud Service of the Nation mean no- 
thing but their own. The Practice be Zins of 
Knaves upon the Fools, of Artificial and 2 
len upon the Simple and God; theſe eaſily fol- 
low and are caught, while the — lay Trains 
and — a Gain wherein they de ſign no ot her 
are than of Zeal to their C and danger, 
to their Company, but the Gain and the Quarry 
wholly ro them elves. They blow up Sparks that 
all in by chance, or cou'd not be avoided, or 
elſe throw them in wherever they find the Seubble 
1 dry: They find out Miſcarriages wherever 
2 = and forge them often where they are 
—.— firſt with the Officers, and 
* wit 2 Prince or the State; ſometimes 
with the Execution of Laws, and at others with 
hom Ancient and Sacred ſoe ver. 
make Fears paſs for Dangers, and Appea- 
rances for Trath 4 2 lou — 
Faults, and Mole- bits Er Mountains; and by 
the Perſmaſions of the Vulgar and Pretences of 
Patriots, or Lovers of their Country, at the ſame 
time they widermine the Credit and 2 
of the Government, and ſet up their own 
raiſes a Faction between thoſe Subject that wou'd 
upport it, and thoſe that wou d ruin it, or ra- 
ther between thoſe that poſſeſs the Honours and 
Advantages of it, and thoſe that under Pre- 
reef Reforming, defign only or chiefly to 
BY change the Hands it is in, and care little what 
becomes of the reft. If Sir Wiliam Temple 
had written theſe Obſervations on the ve- 
1 Subject that oblig d me to take Pen in 
3 he cou'd not have adapted them 
better, they are ſo like they ſeem to be 
F 3 born 
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| born of it, but much more thoſe that fol. 
low: When this Fire is kindled,' both fides en 
| flame it, all Care of the Publick is laid aſide, ax 
nothing is perſued but the Intereſt of the Fattion;, 

all regard of Merit is loſt in Perſons employ'd, af 
thoſe only choſen that are true to the Party; ani 

all the Tallent requir'd is to be hot, to be he adh, 

be violent of one ſide or other. How aptly is thi 
accommodated to the Times that occafi 
on'd the writing this Treatiſe z one woul 
think that the following Reflections wen 
written on them and no other: When the, 
Storms are rais'd, the Wiſe and the Good a 
 diſorac'd or laid aſide, or retire of themſelun 

and leave the Scene free to ſuch as are moſt eq 

or moſt active to get upon the Stage, or find mi 

Men ready to help them. The dangerou 
Conſequences of ſuch Factious Adminiſtr 

ons are ſhewn in what he obſerves furthe 

upon it. From theſe Seeds grow Popular Con 
motions, aud at laſt Seditions, which ſo oft 

end in ſome fatal Periods of the beſt Goveni 
ments, in ſome ſtrong Convulſions and Re vil 

tions of State, and many times make way ji 

new Inſtitutions and Forms, never intended 

thoſe who firſt began or promoted them, and oſt 
determine either in ſetting up ſome Tyranny 

Home or bringing in ſome Conqueſt from Abrod 

for the Animoſities and Hatred of the Fattin 

- grow ſo great, that they will ſubmit to any Pom 
the moſt Arbitrary and Foreign, rather t 

yeild to any oppoſite Party at Home; and art 

the Mind of a great Man, in one of our nei 
bour Countries, who, upon ſuch a Cenjuntut 
ſaid, If be muſt be eaten up, he mou d rather 
ſfrow'd'be by Wolves than by Rats, What z 
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mirable Obſervations he made on the 
Conduct of the Penſioner himſelf, and 
what an excellent Pre-judgment of his 
Fate will be mention'd hereafter. I muſt 
a now continue the Secret Hiſtory of that 
a Miniſter, and the ftri& Engagements I 
„find lim in France, which were the {ole 
Reaſon of his Misfortunes. 

Peace being made at Preda between En- 
gland and Holland, and the French King ha- 
ving over-run a great part of the Nethez - 
lands, a Book was publiſh'd, written by 
the Baron de ſola, then in England, in an- 
ſwer to one the Erench King had caus'd to 


Matter, which was not in the power of 
Humane Wit to do. TheWorld cou'd not 
be ſatisfy d that his Invading Flanders with 
ſo great Forces and taking the beſt Town 
here, was not a Breach of the Peace. 
either cou'd they believe the Non-pays 
ent of part of the Queen's Portion, 
render d the Renunciation invalid. Nei- 
ner cou'd they imagine the Pyrene an Treaty 
vas not infring d, when 'twas ſtipulated 
there, that either Side ſhou'd have Six 
Months time to end Matters of Debate 
by the Ways of Argument, before either 
df em came to Action; yet he gave no 
manner of notice of it to the Dutch or 
peniards, till he had executed what he in- 
ended. On the contrary, the Archbiſhop 
df Ambrun, his Ambaſſador in Spain, after 
the Trench Army was already in the Field, 
and had poſſeſs d Charleroy, Four or Five 


Days before the News of it came to 


be put out to juſtifie his Conduct in that 
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Madrid, did, in verbo Sacerdotis, and upon 
all that is moſt Sacred among the Roman 
Catholicks, proteft and vow to the Queen 
Regent, thas his Maſter intended nothing 
leſs than what was reported of him, and 
won'd never break with the King of Spain, 
or invade his Dominions, as long as he was 
under Age; but the March) of the French 
Army, and the Hoſtilities they commit- 
ted, agreeing ſo little with their Promiſes, 
the ſame being complain'd of, they. an- 
ſwer'd, It was no Breach of the Peace, and 
that they only went to take poſſeſſion of wha 
Belong d to them. This War, or, as the 
French term it, this friendly way of poſſeſſing 
themſelves of the Spaniſh Dominions, end- 
ed by the Treaty of Aix; after which, 
contrary to the Treaty it felf, they dif 
mantled all the ftrong Places and Holds of 
the County of Burgundy, and carry'd away 
al the Ammunition. They alfo exaQed 
great Contributions from the Dutchie 
of Lymburgh and Luxemburgh. They laid 
4 new Claim to ſome Towns as important 
as any of thofe granted them by the Peace 
They confiſcated the Eſtates of the Sub 
jets of the King of Spain, and did no 
ſpare the very Royal Houſe of Marimont 
Thus they dealt with the Spariards. And 

we ſhalt now take a View of their Deab 
ings with other Nations, which will pron 
the Correſpondence that muſt have bee 
between the French Factions in England and 

Holl##4, and the French Court; for fo may) 
Treaties broken, ſo many Oaths falſify 
ſo many Acts of Violence, cou d _— 
8 7 * | ve 


have alarm d both thoſe States, had not the 
Prime Minifters deen corrupted by the 
Court of. France. 5 | 

1g The Duke of Lorrain was by the Pyrene- 
id WY Treaty, to be reſtor'd to his Dutchy, 
1 BY with all the Places and Towns he had poſ- 
2s ſeſt in the Brſhopricks of Merz, Toul and 
ch 

It 

es, 
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Verduns. But France, after the Execution 
of the other Articles of that Treaty, de- 
ferr'd as long as ſhe could, the Performance 
of that part which related to the Duke, 
forcing him to make another Treaty, by 
which ſhe compell'd him to part with ſe- 
veral conſiderable Places, beſides what had 
been granted to her by the General Peace. 
Then after an Year and half unſettled Poſ- 
ſeſſion, during which, under unjuft Pre- 
tences, new Quarrels were every day pickt 
with him, a French Army 2 his 
Dominions, and took his beſt Town Mar- 
ſal. All this not ſatisfy ing the King, he 
forc'd the Duke to Sign a New Treaty, 
ſtill more diſadvantageous than the two 
former. The French encroach'd daily up- 
on his Juriſdiction, the Limits of his Ter- 
ritories, and his Soveraignty it ſelf: They 
impos'd heavy Taxes on his Subjects; they 
caus'd him to disband his Forces, and to 
raiſe new Men again as they thought fit. 
In ſhort, he was all this while more a Vaſ- 
ſal to France, than a Soveraign. Lewis XIV. 
not content even with all this, and reſent- 
ing that his Obedience was not as Blind 
as he would have had it, order'd one of 
his Generals to ſeize his Perſon, which was 
very near being effected. 


We 
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We muſt not omit to ſpeak of the King. 
dom of Poland, which lay Bleeding from 
the time it had a French Queen, and a 
French Cabal, who call'd in the Turks, be- 
cauſe they could not have a King of French 
Blood, or of French Intereſt. In the mean 
time, the Court of France Flatter'd the 


Duke of Newburgh with hopes of that 


Crown, cauſing him to Mortgage part of 
his Eſtate, almoft beyond Redemption, 
while underhand, contrary to Treaties, as 
well with the Elector of Brandenburgh, as 
with the Duke of Newburgh, and to their 
repeated Promiſes and Vows, Viva Voce, 
and by Writing, they did by their Crea- 
cures and Agents oppoſe the Duke's Electi- 
on, and endeavour'd with all Induſtry, to 
have the Prince of Conde choſen. 

As to the Emperor, tis notoriouſly 
known, that Lewis XIV. held a Correſ- 
pondence with the Counts Serim, Frangi- 
pini, Nadaſti and Totenback, the firſt Male. 
contents that difturb'd the Peace of Hun- 


gary. This Correſpondence was conteſt 


by ſome Accomplices who had been Inſtru- 
mental in carrying both Money and Let- 
ters from the French- Miniſters at Vienna, to 
the Conſpirators. | | 
Now it was that Lewis XIV. made the 
neareſt Approach to the Univerſal Monar- 
chy. England and Holland he was ſure of, 
by De. Wit and Arlington's Factions. Spain 
by its own Weakneſs. Poland was pro- 
mis'd him, in the Ele&ion of a French 
Prince. The Empire he had embroil'd by 
private Intreagues and Treaties with af 
ver 
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veral Princes, contrary to the Peace of 
Munſter; yet neither the Engliſh nor Dutch 
Miniſters, would open their Eyes to ſee 
the Danger'that threaten d ?em. Blinded 
as they were by French Gold, and out of 
Hatred to thoſe that oppos'd them at 
Home. | 

We have ſeen what an Enemy the 
Treaſurer Clifford in England was to the 
Dutch, and it was not , Nr but the 
Chancellor Hyde hated them as mortally, 


tho' he had the Cunning to conceal it 


better, that Averſion being not very Po- 
pular. Monk having met with ſome ill 
Treatment when he was only a Subaltern 


in the Netherlands, remember'd it now he 


was General, and being a Man of no great 
Depth, could not diflemble his Sentiments, 
which were always warm againſt the Hol- 
landers. The Spaniſh Party in England, 
were thoſe who wifh'd well to the Liber 


of Europe, and to the Proteſtant Religion, 


which they knew woulg be utterly de- 
ſtroy'd, whenever Franc was Maſter of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, and had no Power to 
Ballance its own. The People were gene- 
rally againſt the Dutch War at laſt, how- 
ever they had been at firſt impos'd upon 
to approve of it, and thoſe that had moſt 
Intereſt in them, were for Leaguing with 
Spain, for the Preſervation of Flanders. T he 
Count D' Eſtrades informs us, that it was 
by the Intrigues of the Count De Molina, 
and the Baron Jſela, that Chancellor Hyde 
was diſgrac'd, but we can hardly think any 
thing Good was intended by it, when the 
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Chief Promoter of it was Mr. Zaward 

, Whoſe whole Life cannot produce 
one Action, that tended to the — of the 
Common-Wealth. Among all the Charges 
that were brought againſt the Chancellor, 
none ſeem'd to affect him more, than that 
the roth Article againſt him was, That he 
bad deluded and betrayed his Majeſty and the 
Nation, in all Foreign Treaties and Negotiations, 
relating to the late War; and betray'd and dif- 
rover d his Majeſty's ſecret Councils to his Ene- 
zzies. To which he thus anſwer'd ; In nm 
bumble Opinion, the great Misfortunes of t 
Kingdom have proceeded from the War, to which 
ir 3 notoriouſiy known, that I was always m 
averſe, &c. And again, As I did from 
my Soul abljor the Entring into this War, ſ. 
I preſum'd never to give any Advice or Counſel 


for the way of "heb it, but by oppoſing 


many Propoſitions which ſeem d to the late Lord 
* Treaſurer and my ſelf to bs unreaſonable. Whe- 
ther the Reader will rather believe his 
Lordſhip in his Adverſity, than in his 
Proſperity, is left to him, and to deter- 
mine whoſe Credit is beſt, that of a Re- 
penting Miniſter, or one in high Favour, 
both in the French Court, and the Court 
of England; yet not ſo conſider'd in that 
of France, as Monſieur De Wit, whoſe own 
Intereſt was more Aily*d to the French | 
Kings. However the Patch were ſoterrifid 
at the French Conqueſts in the Netherlands, 
that De Wit was forc'd to agree to a haſty 
Treaty ' with England to that End, into 
which Sweden enter'd, and thence was 


yt . Fort „Se anpleng Form 


of EUROPE. 

Form'd the Famous Triple League, which 
would betimes have put a Stop to the 
growing Greatneſs of France, had England 
and Sweden been in earneſt. The French 
Ambaſſador in Holland, ſoon perceiv'd the 
Engagements the Dutch were about en- 
tring into with the Exgliſi; but yet I can- 
not think he was very apprehenſive of the 
Confequences of it. The French Ki 
knowing that whatever Publick Alli- 
ances might be made in Complaiſance 
to the Clamours of both Nations, the 
Miniſtry was his own, and ke could re- 
ceive no harm by it. The League being 
all Grimace, in thoſe who were to execute 
it. For tho' De Wit told the Count 
D' Eſtrades, the States are of Neceſſity to en- 
deavour for ſuch Securities and Alliances, as 
may ſhelter them from his Majeſty's Great 
Power, Yet his own Diſpoſition was not 
chang'd, for in the very next Letter of 
that Miniſter, he writes the King. The 
Minds of the Members of this Aſſembly, are 
ſo prepoſſeſt againft us, that we, that is Man- 
ſieu De Wit and I, thought fit to ſeparate them 
on ſome Pretexts, for ſome Days, which is done; 
and in the Interim we may labour to efface the 
Impreſſion which the 3paniards have made on the 
Cities, that your Majefty aims Abſolutely at 
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; = the Conqueſt of the Low Countries, aud after 
&, 0 fall on the United Provinces. What 
| greater Influence could Fench Counſels 


have, than to Aſſemble and ſeparate the 
States General, as it ſerv'd their Turn; 
and to ſhew how little the League · the 
Dutch might make againſt them, affected 

em 
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*em in France, one need only read what 
the French Secretary of State wrote their 
Ambaftador at the Hague, upon the States 
declaring, they thought the Kings Terms 
of an Accommodation with Spain too hard. 
J canno' conclude, without telling you, betwixt 
a and I, for your Private Satisfaction, that 
sf after the King has put into the Hands of the 
States, the Certainty of Peace, on the Conditi- 
ons which Monſieur De Wit himſelf propos d, 
provided that they would but exert themſelves 
as they ought to the Spaniards; the ſaid States, 
inflead of that, take up the Cards, and make 
Alliances contrary to the Intereſt of his Ma- 
jeſty, we ſhall not be ſo much diſturb d at it 
here, as they may think. I know what I ſay, 
and on what Foundation I ſay it. Thoſe who 
who would do us a Miſchief, will do more to 
themſelves, and perhaps better advance the Ad- 
vantage of his Majeſty  wherefore live merrih 
whatever you ſee happen. Be under no kind 
of Concern about the Tripple League; 
he knows what he ſays, and on what 
Foundation. This can- be nothing, but 
that England was not in earneſt and that 
Holland would be Govern'd by De Wi, 
who durſt not fide with the Spaniards, for 
fear of the Party of Orange. For had the 
 Miniftry of England and Holland, been as 
Hearty in that Alliance, as in that which 
has lately driven the French into Picaray, 
the Work had not been left to our Age. 
Not many Weeks after, D' Eſtrades writes 
to Monſieur De Lionne; Monſieur De Wit 
diſcerning that the King remains firm to hi 
Propoſal, dees his beſt to bring the Cities as near 
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4 poſſible, to the King's Senriments; and that 
his own good Inclinations to France, might 
not be doubted, he aſſur d me, ſays the 
Ambaſlador, That if it had been in his Power, 


King dee ſir d in his laſt Propoſal, he had done it. 
And the Secretary returns the Penſionary's 
Complacency in his Letter of the 16th of 
December, 1667. The King will never with 
Pleaſure, ſee any Perſon declare againſt Mon- 
ſeur De Wit, but when it happens to be the 
Spaniards, I muſt not conceal from you that his 
ajeſty very much rejoyces at it, as well be- 
cauſe that will amount to a certain Proof that 
the Sieur De Wit acts Sincerely for the 
Intereſt of this Crown, as becauſe he is very 
well aſſur d that they will not much hurt him, 
and that he ſhall yet have an Opprtunity of 
giving him Proofs of his Friendſhip and Protecti- 
on, if he ſhould think he ſtood in need of it. 
And the Penſionary and Ambaſlador ma- 
nag'd their Matters ſo well, as to get the 
States of Holland to declare their Opinion, 
to remain United to France, and make uſe of 
all forcible ways to oblige the Spaniards to 
comply. | | 
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wards carrying on their Deſigns, whereever 
« Wl they had Friends to procure as much as 
in them lay, the Ruin of thoſe that ſaw 
„ What they aim d at, and endeavourd to 
A prevent the Slavery with which. they 


Hearty Enemy of theirs, and went from 
Court to Court to ſollicite Succours for 
the Dutch, when the Biſhop of Munſter was 

at 


to have brought Aﬀairs to the Point, which the 


It was one of the French Methods to- 


tchreaten d Europe. Count Waldeck was a 
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' Hollanders from that Confidence in him, 


- — — 
* 8 — 
* — * 
— — — 
— - + . * * 

> 

— ——— — — — 6 

” —_ = 

* 


Service : We ought not to loſe this Cunj unctim 


The Secret Hiſtory 


at War with them, and afterwards when 
they were increaſing their Forces, effeRy. 
ally to execute the Tripple Alliance: 
Therefore the Ambaſiador writes the Se. 
cretary, No Time is to be loſt in endeavoutin 
to Ruin Count Waldeck, for he takes Mes- 
ſures againſt us on all ſides. | 6 

As zealous as the Penſionary was for the 
Service of Lewis XIV. the Violent Pro. 
ceedings of that Monarch, put it out of 
his Power to hinder the Alliance of Ex- 
land and Holland againſt them. For the 
very next Year after he had made his firſ 


Dutch Notice of it, he wrote to the States 
the 22d of January, That he intended to ſet 
out Nine Days after, to go into the Franche 
Comte, at the Head of 4 Body of Forces, u 
endeauour to poſſeſs himſelf of ſome Pa. 
Accordingly, he invaded and ſeiz'd that 
Province, which frighted the Duch into 
the Tripple Alliance. Notwithſtanduy 
that League, the Penſionary continu't 
ſill his Animoſity againſt the Engliſh, and 
made King Charles's perſiſting in his De- 
mand of the Flag, a Pretence to keep tit 


which was neceſlary to give Life to ti 
New Alliance. There's a Paſlage in! 
Letter of D' Eftrades, that preſents us wit! 
a lively Idea of his prevaricating with u 
in it. I intreat you, Sir, to let me knows 
ſoon as poſſible, King's Sentiments on ti 
Affair, for if his Majeſty thinks, 4 Strilln 
Union with the Sates would be neceſſary to l. 


hill 
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phich is {avourable to procure the Turn of all 
he Cities and Provinces which are inclin'd for 
England. I dare alſo, venture to tell you, Sir, 
hat if Mos ſie ur De Wit does not find himſelf 
7 the King, he will take other Mea- 
ures, and perhaps may be forc'd to acquieſce 
pith the Sentiments of the Engliſh Party , 
hich will not be, but at the laſt Eætre mity 3 
being very ill ſatisfy'd with, and having but 
ittle Eſteem for the Engliſh Court, a great 
ontempt of that of Spain, and of their Mini- 
ers; and laying no Streſs on the Reſolutions of 
be Swedes, which he found very much Self= 
nereſted ; and on the centrary, a high Value 
or the Perſon of the King, his Valour, his 
eat Mind, and his Conduct; to that degree, 
hat he ſaid boldly in the Aſſembly, he muſt 
wn the firſt and moſt Solid Council there was in 
hriſtendom, was that of the King, of which 
e is the Chief. This high Opinion had De 
it of the French King, three Months after 
he Tripple League was Sign'd ; and he 
ad made ſuch fair Profeſſions of his Zeal 
or the Common Cauſe, in oppoſition to 
hat Monarch's Ambitious Projeds; but 
his real Diſpoſition, may be better ſeen 
a Letter written by D' Eſtrades, a few 
Days afterwards. I am certain that Monſieur 
Ve Wit for his own Intereſt, will do all in his 
oper to fix this State in the Intereſt of France, 
ut tis not in his Power to break and diſſipate 
Cabals 7 England, and the Hou of 
Orange, as long as the apparent Pretexts which 
puch to the Quick ſubſih As long as the 
rench King continues Poſſeſſing himſelf 
f the Spaniſh Provinces, ſo long the Dutch 
| Tg Toe 
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States . tate Arms, to force the Spa 


The Secret Hiſtory 
would believe no other than that he had 
broken the Peace, and aſpir'd to the Uni. 
verſal Empire; which Behef of theirs 
tho* ſo well grounded, the Penſionary 

wauld have deftroy'd if he could, and 
made the People depend on the Fren 
King's Protection, the only Support of 
himfelf and his Party. It is obſervable, 
how that Monarch has all along Courted 
the Tricking Politicians in Europe, himſelf 
being the greateſt Trcikfter of em all. A 
ſure Sign of the Injuſtice of his Views, 
For good. Policy always goes with what; 

-Right and Honeſt. The Crafty, Cloſe, 
Myfterious Stateſman, purſues his dark 
Methods, only becauſe he dares not bring 
them to the Light ; and his Works, like 
his Counſels, are thoſe of Darkneſs. *F was 
by the Penſionary's means, that the Em. 
peror, and the King of 0 were refus'd 
to, enter into. the Tripple Alliance ; and 

he always told the French Ambaſlador, 

that the League was not againſt his Ma- 
jeſtys * adding, The Event would 
prove what he ſaid. A greater Proof needed 
not be given, than that immediately upon 
the. Concluſion of that very Treaty, he 

preft the French, Court to enter into 2 

Treaty againſt England, about the Flay; 

laying, He did not believe it poſſible to convince 

al: Chriſtendom of the ſtrict Union ¶ France 
with the States, but * Treaty of this Ni- 
ture. He was beſides, for inſerting an 

Article in 4 4 Treaty, tbat in caſe of ile 

King of Spain, the King and the 
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ards out of the Netherlands, and that the 
King ſhould be free to carry his Arms every 
where, in the Kingdoms and Countries of the 
King of Spain, te Conquer them. Let any 
one judge what a Lover this was of the 
Liberty of Europe, without which, that of 
the United Provinces could not fubſift. 
What a Man of Honour, who having but 
three Months before Concluded a Treaty 
for the Defence of Spain, was now forentrin 
into another, to give it up to Fance; an 
deluding his Maſters the States, by fait 
Repreſentations of the French King's Inten- 
tions, that they might not have any Ap- 
prehenſion of his Conqueſts, with which, 
they were very juſtly perplex'd. He goes 
Jon thus, We ſhall overthrow all the Deſigns of 
the Spaniards, which tend only to engage the 
States to make ſome falſe Step, Ly the Fears 
which they ſuggef to them of the Conqueſt of 
Flanders, on which we cannot ſecure our ſelves 
re, nor avoid that, this Caſe happening, the 
States entring into all poſſible Alliances with the 
Engliſh, and the Princes their Neighbours to 
poſe it, he then entreated the Ambaſſ- 
lor to believe, That his Intention mas good, + 
4 that he deſir d nothing ſo much, as to ſee 
rance and Holland fo firmly Den roge- 
r, that the Cabals of Spain and England, 
1 thoſe of the Netherlands, ſhould never 
ek them. Thus was this Famous Patriot 
vr Fortifying himſelf on the ſide of Frante, 
the Peril of every thing, Religion, Li- 
rty, Trade, and all that Men hold dear. 
he Engl and Spaxiſh Cabals, who hated 
on, for their Attachment to the French, 
G 2 mult 
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ſented to what his Anceſtors did, toward th 


- Meaſures : The latter was not ſo ſoot 
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muſt by no means prevail, whatever waz 
the Conſequence. There was likely to 
have any good Effect of the Tripple 
League, when the Man that made it, re- 
folv d it ſhould be no Damage to Leni 
XIV. againſt whom it was made. And 
as much as he pretended to-be for his own 
Republick, we may perceive he was ſtrong: 
ly againſt Anti-monarchial Principles by 
what Sir William Temple writes of his tel. 
ling him, THat for his part, if he had ben 


Born under a King, he could never have co 


King of Spain. | 

He was not only a faſt Friend of Franc 
himſelf, but did his utmoſt to impoſe hi 
Notions on others, and to gain them ove: 
to that Intereſt. To this end, he endes 
voured to ſtifle all good Inclinations in any 
of his Fellow-Minifters, as ſoon as born, 
and keep them fteady in their Averſion 
to a Spaniſh League. The two Men of th 
State, who gave him moſt Trouble, wen 
Monſ. De Beverning,iand Monſ. Van Beunw 
gen before mentiond; the former threw 
his Treaſurer's Office, in the War wit! 
England, out of Diſguſt to the Penſionary! 


convinc'd of the Neceſſity of diſengagity 
themſelves from France, but having i 
France obſerv'd the Paces of that Court . 
poſſeſs the Spaniſh Dominions, he heart) 
imbrac'd the Spaniſh Intereſt, and fell i 
with the Orange Party to advance it. H 
gave early Intimations of the French King 


Deſigns, and Sound Advice how to pt 
. ven 


r ... . oo oa a. . 3 


of EUROPE. 


vent them: Sometimes in ſo ſtrong Terms, 
that it gave great Offence to De Wit, and 
D' Eſtrades; the latter gives this Account 
of that Matter, to Mr. De Lionne, ſpeak- 
ing of the Penſionary, He then told me in Con- 


„ Faence, that he found Monſieur Van Bever- 
ning 100 warm by his Diſpatches, and inſinua- 
11 KW Thoughts into the Cities of Holland, that 
by the King of Spain coming to dye, it might 
ebe expected that the King will re- aſſume his Pro- 
„ede Conquering the Netherlands ; that he had 
„ritten to him to write more moderately; that 
„be ought not to ſtir up any thing that might di- 


ſturb the Minds ot the People; that he very well 
ſaw Monſieur Van Beuningen had not all the 
Complaiſance which he had wiſh'd for the King's 
Miniſters; that he will cauſe him to return, 
and having him with him, would ſo manage him, 
that he would rid him of all the Viſions which 
he has, from the great Apprehenſions of the 
King's Power, and Deſign of rendring himſelf 
Univerſal Monarch. Which is all that can 
be gather'd out of D Eftrades's Letters, 
for this is the laſt; and it is a great Loſs 
to the Publick, that ſo many of em are 
ſunk and gelt. There remains ſufficient 
to prove, that this Great Miniſter De Wit, 
with all his Capacity, with all his Zeal 
for the Common-Wealth, was either bub- 
bled by the French Court toa very Shame- 
ful Degree, or expos'd his Country to 
Slavery, out of Hatred to the Oppoſite 
Party. For every Body ſaw as well as 
Monſieur Van Beuningen, that Lewis XIV. 
aim'd to make himſelf not only Maſter 
of the Netherlands, but of all Europe. To 
G 3 accom- 
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accompliſh this, there was no ſort of Per. 
fidy, nor even Perjury the French were nat 
Guilty of; they Betray'd their Friends, 
cajol'd their Enemies, Inſulted the Weak, 
Amugd the Strong; and having had a 
long Miniſtry of great Abilities, and at 
laſt a Monarch, who, with a vaſt Genius 
for Rule, had a Conſcience as unbounded 
as his Ambition; they ſucceeded to the 
Amazement of all Europe, in the purſuit 
of the Univerſal Empire. How they usd 
the Dutch, tor their extraordinary regard 
to them, may be ſeen in the Famous Re- 
volution, which happen'd to that Repub- 
lick, in the Year 1672. Nor were they 
kinder to their real Friends, the Poles and 
Swedes. The former had endeavour'd to 
omote a French Prince to their Throne, 
the German Intereſt was too hard for 
the French ; and Lewis XIV. having hopes of 
engaging the Emperor not to aſſiſt the 
Dutch, when he ſhould attack them, or- 
der'd his Miniſters at Vienna, to offer thoſe 
of the Emperor, to put into their Hands 
all the Original Letters they had from 
their Creatures and Friends in Poland, to 
the end that his Imperial Majeſty, and 
the King of Poland his Brotber, might take 
what Courſe they thought fit with ſuch 
Rebels; which is a fair Warning to others, 
how they enter into any unlawful Com- 
mMerce, with a Court that is ſo little ſen- 
ble of the Ties of Gratitude and Honour, 
and will be ſure to expoſe them, when: 
ever thcy find it for their Advantage. 
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The Seiles have more than half a Cen- 
tury been very fond of French Alliances, 
whether out of Affection to their Form of 
Government; which they have happily 
embracd, or for Aſſiſtance againſt the 

Germans and Danes, which the French are 
moſt likely to afford them, or for what 
other Confiderations, I ſhall not aſfirm, 
only by mentioning a Piecè of Hiftory that 
happen'd before our firſt Dutch War, in 
which the Swedes were far from wiſhing 
well to the Dutch. The French had by 
Treaty obligd themſelves to give the 
Stedes 1600000 Crowns; but finding that 
Treaty did not turn to Account, as Was 
expected, they refus'd to perform it; and 
Monfieur Terlon their Miniſter at Stocks 
holm, when he was put upon it, anſwer d 
in few Words; that the Ning his Maſter de- 
clar d that Treaty to be void, which was a 
New Way of ſpeaking to Princes, till his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty brought it into 
uſe, and made it the familiar Court Stile 
di France. | | | 
How much King Charles H. was oblig' 
to him, we have in part ſeen already, an 
ſhall hereafter ſee further; yet ſuch was 
the Terror of his Arms, the Influence of 
Pis Gold, and the Prevalence of his 
puncils, that there ſeem'd to be 4 Ge- 

neral Infatnation in thoſe of all Europe. 
hoſe that con'd have betimes given a 
heck to his Exorbitant Power, were ſo 
Nad as to contribute to the increaſe of it; 
nd the Famous Tripple League, which was 
Poncluded for no other End, ſery'd only 
: G 4 . 
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to Arm France againit the Dutch, who had 


eſpous'd it; and England and Sweden, who 
had joyn'd in it, were ſo far from aſſiſting 
them that they Uoited their Forces with 


the French, to deſtroy that Republick, a 


whoſe Preſervation had been the firſt 
Motive of the Alliance. 

'Tis much to be queſtiond, whether 
Monſieur De Wit was more heirty in it 
than my Lord Arlington tor tho the 
Count D' Eſtrades was recall'd, yet he 
return'd the Year after, 1669. and to 
amuſe that Miniſter, renew'd the | eague 
of Partition, to devide and Cantonize the 
Netherlands. The next Year, 1670, he 
came to Holland again, but the Subject of 
his Negotiations were intirely Secret, he i 
having no Publick Character. The time of 
His coming, juſt upon the Dutcheſs of 
Orleans's Return from Dover, might be to 
give the Penſionary his Old Friend, ſuch; 
Repreſentation of that Matter, as ſhou' 
continue his good Opinion of the Conn 
of France, which was not eaſily to be done, 
all Europe beginning to talk of Engage 
ments between England and France, not 
withſtanding the Tripple League was then if 
ſo Young, and the Shame that muſt attend 
the breaking of it, as well as the Folly 
and Raſhneſs. What it was that induc 
Monſieur De Vit to enter into that Treaty, 
may not be very difficult to gueſs. T 
Progreſs of the French in the Netherland, 
the Clamours of the Dutch, and the it 
creaſing of the Party of Orange, who wou 
have had great Occaſion of Complain | 


of EUROPE. 


had France been ſuffer'd to come into the 
Neighbourhood of Holand, and the Mini- 
ſtry had not taken one Step to prevent it. 
But it is likely the Penſionary took as 
much Care to ſatisfy the French Court that 
it ſhou'd come to nothing, and as the 
French Ambaſſador ſaid, Toute cela Sen ira en 
fumee & que le Roy ſon maitre den mocqueroit. 
It will all vaniſh in Smoak, and the King his 
Maſter wou'd but laugh at it. Which he 
might well conclude, from the Knowledge 
he had of the Engliſh and Dutch Miniſters. 
The Count De Dhona, the Swediſh Ambaſ- 
ſador at the Hague, as ſoon as he heard of 
the Propoſal of ſuch a Treaty, reply'd : He 
doubted Monfieur De Wit' Reſolution to break 
upon any Terms with France, conſidering the 
Intereſts of the Houſe of Orange, which he 
muſt ever believe wou'd, at one time or other, be 
advanc'd by England, whereas he was ſure to 
be ſupported againſt them by France. After 
it was concluded, as alſo the Peace of Aix, 
the Penſionary continu d his Friendſhip 
with the French Court, and either wou'd 
not, or did not ſee how that of England 
dealt doubly with him, as well as that of 


France; and both were preparing to chaſtize 


his Republick, for the Inſolence of pretend- 
ing to a greater Concern for the Liberty 
of Europe than they allow d them. 

When the Tripple Alliance was accom- 
pliſn'd, all honeſt Engliſhmen and Dutchmen 
rejoyc d at it, as the beft Event which had 
fal'n out for the Safety andWeltfare of the 
Two Nations fince the Reſtauration, but 


the French Factions treated it as a redicu- 
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will foon follow. His Majeſty had as much 


| Paris, told Monſieur De Wit : © That the 


The Seceet Hiftory 


lons Buſineſs, and Sir Thomas Clifford fail 
to a Gentleman in great Confidence: Wet, 
for all this Noiſe. we muſt yet have another Wa iſ 
with the Dutch before it be long. He was a 
Papiſt, and conſequently better .qualify'd 
to Prophecy of that matter than Sir Wikian 
Temple, or any Man of his Principles. *Tis 

true, the King of England took the Quar- 
rel of the Guinea and Surinam Merchants 
upan him, to begin a Shyneſs to the Dutch 
after that League; but it will always be 
found, that where the Heart is the Hand 


Reaſon to complain of the. French, for the 
Wrongs done at St. Chriſtophers, and other 
Places in the Weſt-Indies, to his Subjects. 
Thoſe were forgotten, whereas ev'ry old 
and new Occaſion of Complaint againſt the 
Hellanders was receiv'd with great Earneſt- 
nefs, and preſs d rather as a ground of 
Quarrel, than a matter of Redreſs. Up- 
on this quick Alteration in the Councils of 
gland De Wit ſaid, Qu il faut avouer qu il 
MN en pour neuf mois du plus grand Miniſtere du 
Afende en Angleterre, That it muſt be confeſ 
there has been for Nine Months the greateſt Mi- 
=/fry in the World in England; & i,, ſays 2 
reat Anthor, they believ'd ſome Change had 
ln aur Councils before the laſt Tear ended, 
Of fo ſhort Duration was all our good Diſ- 
tions, and it was not likely it ſhoud 
otherwiſe, when the Prime Miniſter 
was a ſuſpected Papiſt. But the trueſt Re- 
eſentation of that Matter is what 
fAonfieur Puffendarſf, the Swediſh Agent at 
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« Miniſters in France had taken much 
& Pains to perſwade him that Sweden wou'd 
e find their Account very ill in — 
« thoſe Meaſures. That Spain wou'd fai 
« them, and that Holand alone would not 
(„ be able to ſupport them, or the Mea- 
« ſures they had raſhly taken. That 
« England would certainly fail them, and 
« was already chang'd in the Courſe of all 
« thoſe Councils they had taken with 
« Holland and Sweden, tho' they did not 
« think fit to let any thing of it appear, 
« and the Secret was yet in very few 
« Hands, either in the French or Engliſh 
“Court. Puffendorf ſeeming incredulous 
and to think the Story artificial, to draw 
the Swedes out of the Tripple League, 
Monſieur Turenne at laſt ſhew'd him a Let- 
ter from Monfieur Colbert, the French Am- 
baſſador at London, wherein he gave an 
Account of the happy Succeſſes he had met 
with in his Negotiations at the Court of 
England, of the good Diſpoſitions there, 
and eſpecially thoſe of ſome of the chief 
Miniſters. Upon which he added theſe 
Words: Et je leur ay enfin fait ſentir toute 
| PEtendue dela Liberatite de ſa Majefte, And 
I bave at laſt made them ſenſible of the whole 
W Extent of his Majeſty's Liberality. The My- 
ſtery of the Negotiations of Monſieur 
W Colbert in England, was a long time a Secret 
to all the reſt of Europe, except the Pri- 
vadoes of the Court of England and France; 
dut it is now no longer ſa, and that thro? 
the little Deference which the French 
Court has always paid that of England, 
aluing very little their Treatment of 
| | tt em 
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to the Engliſh Conſtitution, and we ſhou'd 
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dem; the Publiſhing their Secrets, and ex. 


Abbor Primi , employ'd by Monſieur 
Colbert himſelf, who allow'd him a Penſion 
for colle ing his Memoits, putting them 
together, and making 'em publick : Hi 
Book was Printed both in Italian and French, 
the former under the Name of the Count 
St. Maiolo; but both French and Italian was 
Licens'd and had the Royal Privilege, It 
was publiſh d at Paris in the Year 1682, 
At which time the Lord Preſton was Envoy 

from King Charles II. who put in a Memo- 
rial againſt it, and twas immediately ſup- 
preſs d, all the Copies, except Three or 
Four, being ſeiz'd, and the Abbot ſent to 
the Baſtile, where he remain'd about Ten 
Days, and then Appearances being ſavd 
he was enlarg'd. The whole Work con- 
ſiſted of Ten Books, but there are but 
Two of them in publick. The reſt wou 
have made Diſcoveries of infinite fervice 


an> ud A fail £ld fd @” Cw £@A Vp mas fed wn M9. 


have had a compleat View of the Integrity 
and Felicity of a Tory Miniſtry, for ſuch 
that certainly muſt be that had Arlingin 
and Clifford at the Head of it. I ſhall not 
pretend to enter into the Detail of all the 
Matter in this Hiſtory. Thoſe that relate 
to England, and arg not known to many, 
ſhall tuffice for this Treatiſe. 
The Tripple League, and the Peace of 
Aix la Chapelle being concluded, the Frenci 
King ſet himſelf to devide England from 
Holland, that he might eaſily conquer the 
Seventeen Provinces, Which wou'd make 
the Univerſal Monarchy the Work of 2 few 
ame 
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Campaigns only. Had not the Court of 
En;land been extreamly. well diſpos'd to an 
Union with France, no ſuch Step durſt have 
been ventur d by the French Miniſters with- 
in aVear after the Concluſion of fo famous a 
League as the Tripple one, ſo generally ac- 
ceptable to the People of England and Hol- 
land; but the French Court had ſo many 
Friends in that of England, and even at the 
Head of our Councils, that they were not 
diſcourag'd by ſo formidable an Alliance, 
from attempting to engage King Charles in 
one with France, contrary to all the Treaties 
botn Kings had made the laſt Two Years 
at Breda, the Hague, Aix, and Spain. 

There were ſome Merchants in England 
that pretended Satisfaction for Two or 
Three Eaſt- India Ships taken before the 
Peace of Breda; ſome Engliſhmen tad been 
kept at Surinam with, or without their 
Conſent, and the French Faction were per- 
petually teazing the Penſionary of Holland 
for Satisfaction, as has been hinted al- 
ready, and he having no great Opinion of 
the Honeſty or Ability of our Miniſters, 
nor Kindneſs to our Nation; which he 
look d upon as Rivals to his own in Com- 
merce, and ſuch Rivals as wou'd never be 
contented without an entire Maſtery ; 
and what was worſe, as a People inſepa- 
rable from the Intereſts of the Houle of 
Orange, was not very forward to comply 
With theſe Vexatious Demands of the En- 
gliſb Miniſters. Upon which a certain Au- 
thor who liv'd in thoſe Times writes thus: 
The Penſionary De Wit who govern d Holland 
at that time with a more than Miniſterial Au- 

| thority, 
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thority, took a Pride in fexding on Punctilia; 


in al things relating to England, which males 
the Commonme alth it ſelf to be leſs guilty of 
Difreſpet ſhew'd either to his ue or t 
Natien, through the Haughtineſs and privat 
Animoſity of their Miniſter. And truly I mf 
needs ſay, that of all the things that are laid to 
the ſaid De Wit' Charge, there is hardly any 
which wou'd make me more apt to believe ther, 
was a private Underſtanding between the French 
and him, than his carriage in this Buſineſs, and 
bis demurring ſo long upon the Satisfaction which 
the greateſt part of the States were ſo willing 1. 
give England. while he knew full well that it 
was 4 Quarrel ſought by our Miniſters, who 
wanted ſome popular Pretence to make War, and 
keep their Word with the French King, At 
the ſame time that our Miniſters in Hol- 
land were order'd to require Satisfaction 
for our Eaſt-India and Weſt- India Merchants, 
thoſe in England made a great Noiſe of N- 
famous Libels, Horrid Pictures, Pillars ſet up 
and Medals coin'd. As to the Medals, 
true it is, one was coin'd which ſhews 
Monſieur De Wit's Arrogance, who afſu- 
ming. to himſelf the Honour of the Peace 
of Aix la Chappelle, got a Medal ſtruck, 
wherein it was aſcrib'd to the States, who 
leaving ev'ry thing to him, it follow'd of 
courſe, that the greateſt ſhare of the Glory 


wou'd redound to him; the Medal on one 


ſide repreſented Holland reſting her ſelf on 

a Trophy, and on the other ſide were theſe 

Words, That ſhe had re-eſtabliſh'd and con- 

firm'd the Laws, reform'd and chang'd Religion, 

aſſiſted, protected, and reconcil * + 
| or 
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for'd Liberty to the Sea, made a glorious Peare 
by force of Arms, aud ſettled the Repoſe of all 
Europe. With the Preſumption of which 
the Dutch Ambaſhdors were often up- 
braided, 1 Monfieur Groot at 
paris; and tho* the Dye was broken two 
Years after, the Two King's of England and 
France, did not give over complaining of 
the lnſolence of it; which the French Am- 
baſtador highly aggravated as an Affront 
not to be born, by Croma d Heads, and 
the Court of England, who a Year or two 
before, cou'd tamely bear an Inſult the 
Engliſh Nation had never met with, the 
F putting their Capital into a terrible Con- 
ſternation, are now ſo jealous of their 
Honour, that it muſbnot be eclips'd by a 
Dutch Medal. Monſieur Caibert aggra · 
vated the Contempt ſhewn King Charles's 
Mediation, and ſet forth to that Prince, 
= How the time was now come to be reveng d up 
a Nation that had ſo little Re ſpect jor Kings 
and be cou d never meet with a more favourgh 
opportunity, ſince ſeveral German Princes had 
already enter d into the Confederacy,; and bis 
Maſter was ſtrong and powerful enough to be 
Alle to aſſure his Allies that all. due Satzsfattion. 
; ſhould be made. to their Glory and Intereſt in the 
quel of this War. Theſe are the Abbots 
Words. He goes on: Upon this Repreſenta- 
ion that Prince ſgn'd 4 Private Treaty with 
France; and to give him further 5 
een the Matter, Henrietta of England, 
WDutcheſs of Orleans, 4 Princeſs whoſe Wit and 
WC4pacity were equal to her Beauty, Siſter to the 
ng of England, and Siſttr-in-law to the The, 
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of France, croſs'd over to England in 1670 


and . in the Name of the moſt Chriſtian King 


made a Propoſal to her Royal. Brother, of in. a | 


ſuring to him an abſolute Authority over his Par. 
liament, aud re-eſtabliſhing the Catholick Rel; 
gion in the Three Kingdoms of England, Scot- 
land, and ireland ; but with the ſame Breath 
ſhe gave him to know that in order to compaſ, 
this End, there was a Neceſſity above all things, 
of lowering the Pride and Power of the Dutch, 
who made it their whole Study to ſow and 6 
ment Diviſions among their Neighbours, and « 
reducing that State to the ngrrow Compaſs of th 
Province of Holland, of which the Prince of 
Orange ſhou'd be Sovereign, or at leaſt Perpetu- 
al Stadt holder. The Execution of whichProjef 
would be eaſily accompliſh d by Two Powerful 
Princes ſtrictly ally'd That by this Scheme the 
King of England ſhoud have Zealand, al 
the King of France the reſt of the Netherlands 
This great Miſtery had probably remain 
ſo for ever, had not the French Miniſters 
been fond of valuing their Management 


rr, 
% — % & *%. %. 


and Services to the World, by publiſhing Wl 


it. There remains no doubt of the truth 
of it, and the Reader ſhall have it in the 
Author's own Words, which may ſuffer 
by my Tranſlation : Ce qui engagea ce Princes 
ſigner un Traite ſecret avec La france & 

UPaſſeurer encore d avantage Henriette d' Ant 
terre Ducheſſe D'Orleans Princeſs qui avi 
aut ant d Eſprit que de Beaute ſæur du Ry 
d' Angleterre, et belle ſeur du Roy de Frand 
puſſa en Angleterre en 1670, et propoſa au Ry 
2 fon Frere au nom du Roy Tres Chriſtien de lu 


aſſeurer un autoritè abſolue ſur ſen Parliamen if 
U 


of EUROPE: 

et de reſtablir la Religion Catholique dans les 
Reyaumes, d Angleterre, d Ecoſſe, et d Irlande. 
Mais elle diſoit que pour en venier à bout, il 
faloit avant toutes Choſes abaiſſer  Orgueil & 
la Puiſſance des Hollandois qui ne ſongeoient qu a 
ettre la diviſion parmi leur Voi ſins, et les re- 
luire a la Seule Province d Hollande, de be 
quelle le Prince d Orange ſeroit Sovereign, ou au 
moins Gouverneur perpetuel que ne ſeroit pas 
liſſcile a deux grands Rois puiſſants et blen unis 
t que parce moyen le Roy d Angleterre auroit 
4 Zelande, pour lui ſervir de Retraite en cas de 
Beſoin et que le Reſte des Bays bas de meureroit 
wm Roy de France, Sil pouvoit Sen rendre 
aiſtre. | | 
| have not follow'd any exact Method of 
WC hronology in this Treatiſe, not propoſing 
Wo much to give an Idea of Facts as that of 
Men, and to mention things only as they 
Werve to ſhew the Men in the moſt natural 
Wight. I ſhall therefore poſtpone the fur- 
Ther relation of that League, and the Rup- 
ure that followed upon it, to obſerve how 
Von, upon the Concluſion of the Tripple 
lliance, the Miniſtry in England had 
Thoughts of breaking of it. Sir Milliam 
Wemple, as I have hinted before, tells us 
the Penfionary of Holland wou'd not allow 
above Nine Months to the Vigour of that 
duncil, which made the Tripple League 
and the Peace of Aix, and ſent him over 
to Holland in 1668, to purſue the great 
nds of them. Inſtead of this, ſays he, 
Pur Pretenſions upon the Buſmeſs of Surinam 
and the Eaſt-India Company, have grown high, 
nd been manag d with * between us — 
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wrote then to Sir Milliam Godolphin, a Papi 


"0 _— for his good Offices by his M 
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the States, and gegounded. (as Monſie ur De Wi 
conceives) more upon a Deſign of ſhewing tha 
our il Humour, than our Reafon. "The EAI 
Miniſters began to ſhew their ſlight ot tM 
Tripple Alliance, by diſcouraging all the 4 
vances made by the Emperor and othe 
Princes, to come into it; but it was plain 
they were reſolv'd not to keep to thoſe i 
gagements, when upon the ſiezing « 
Torrain by the French Troops, as is before 
mention'd, the Prime Miniſter Arlingtu 
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but Ambaflador from King Charles Il. u 
Spain. His Majeſty has receiv'd a fü 
« Complaining Letter from the Duke d 
ce Loyrain, claiming, his Succour as a Prina 
dc allied to him in Blood, and particularh 
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« fortune, which hath been ſollicited q 

© Monſieur Ognati, who deliver'd t. 

cc Letter and * the Dutch A mbaſſado e 

« ſuppoſing his Calamity may prove in ti 
4 End contagious to them as the Poli 

&« France hath gotten by it more preſling/n: 
« threatens Flanders, and viſibly cuts off ti 
* — Communication with their Newt 
© bouring Territories. His Majeſty hat 
„ made no other Anſwer yet than that l 
© laments this unfortunate Prince'sConds 
* tionfor his own and his Neighbours faks 
© and that he will be glad to give him a 
«© Eaſein it that is in his Power, but thi 
he knows not how to go about it with. 
probability of effect, till he hears whi 
* Spain and the Empire ſays to it. In tit 
mean time the French Ambaſſador 5 
cc ta 6 
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(„ taken a | mg deal of Pains, to poſſeſs 
© his Majeſty and the Court here with the 
© many Provocations his Mafter hath re- 
Wc ceiv'd from this Prince, the notorious 
© Infringements of all his Treaties with 
him, and the many Practices he was now 
actually engag'd in againſt his Service and 
the Publick Peace; which Evidences the 
W Ambaflador produces, and the ill Repu- 
tation this Prince hath in the World, 
render very credible. 
It is not at all ſtrange that the Sollicita- 


vltions for aſſiſting the Duke of Lorrain, 
voere ſo ineffectual, and that Arlington had 
onceiv'd ſuch a Diſguſt againſt that Prince 
a or his ill Reputation. We can't ſuppoſe 


What he who was a Servant in a Court which 
Wutvy'd all the reſt of Europe in Gallantry, 

ou'd think the worſe of the Duke for his 
\mours ; and then all his Reputationmuft 
de his breaking thoſe Engagements the 
French King had by Force extorted from 
um to the enflaving of himſelf, his Fa- 
nily and their Poſterity. What notice 
hat Tory Miniſter had of preſerving the 
Liberties of other Nations as well as our 
own of aſſiſting diſtreſs'd States, groaning 
nder the Oppreſſion of France, and bring- 
WgLewis XIV. to reaſon,” may be ſeen by a 
Wetter of his to Sir William Temple. I told 
Wu early that Generofity and keeping the Ballance 
Nen between France and Spain, wou d be Points 
* might by witty Men be tall d out of doors. 
afraid the Spaniſh Ambaſſador and the Ba- 
ende Iſola, depend too much upon the Humour 
; bat reigns here, which Wiſhes Flanders were 
4 H 2 
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that diſcover'd the Secret League betwel 
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ſuccoured as the Bulwark of 5 and | 4 


care not to provide themſelves with more Interim 
and Eſſential Convincements. There is not mori 
Affectation in his Eſſential Convincement 
than in his Humour of defending the Bu. 
wark of England; as if the Preſerving 1M 
Barrier to our Religion, Liberty, an 
Trade, was a Humour only ; but it was the 
Faſhion to treat ſuch Alliances as Viſina 
and Chimerical, and ev'ry thing as ridicy-ſ 
lous that had not a Tendency to Fran, lf 
tho' he himſelf pretended! a Fear of a 
Union between France and Holland, ani 
that it was out of ſuch an Apprehenſion, 
that he was backward in truſting the la 
ter. If France and Holland remain as unit 
afzer the Peace, as they were during the Tra 
of it, we are not ſecure that they may ml 
taking Advantage of our Diſtempers at hom 
break ont again upon us. Who can envy te 
Greatneſs of Stateſmen, their Intereſt a, 
Honour, when they muſt do all this to o- 
tain and preſerve them. He, who knen 
better than he knew himſelf, that Fan 
was never well united with Holland, nevi 
in earneſt in the War with England, vil 
againſt Leaguing for the Defence of tix 
Spaziſh Netherlands; becauſe he was affail 
the Dutch wou d join with the French again 
us. Theſe were the Reaſons the Court d 
England furniſh'd her Miniſters with, at 
we might well be the Jeſt of the Work 
when we were ſuch Fools to one ans 
ther. - 

Monſieur De Wit was one of the fil 
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ce and England, not by the Articles, 
but the Effects of it, and yet he made no 
Whaſte to ſatisfy King Charles, believing per- 
aps that King wou'd not venture to break 
the Tripple Alliance, of which the Enghſh 
were fo fond. He did not then know what 
Wreſources the King had, and as far as his 
WPoliticks cou'd direct him, he thought the 
parliament wou'd never give him Money 
to act againſt a League, which they offer d 
Sto ſupply him to maintain; and having it 
always in his Head, that a Compliance 
vithErgland wou'd reitore the Orange Party 
to their former Credit and Power, he 
ſeemꝰd refolv'd to expect the worſt, rather 
than give what he thought unreaſonable 
atis faction to King Charles. ö 
The Dutchefs of Orleans's arrival at Do- 
Wrer did indeed alarm him, and made him 
Whaſten away Van Benningen, who had de- 
Wclar'd for the Prince of Orange s Advance- 
ment, to England, where it was now viſible 
genough, that the Court thought no more 
of the Tripple League. The Miniſtry, 
.Wthrough Corruption or Ignorance, were 
oein'd to the French Side, and Van Beunimgen 
ſoon found what his Embaſly wou'd end in. 
he plaineſt Account of this part of our 
Hiſtory, is in a Book printed in Frexch, en- 
titul'd L'Hiſtorie de Corneille et Jean de Mit, 


WE vbich I ſhall render into Exgliſhs © If the ve. 17 
King of Sweden was not dazled with OD 


Hench Gold, it gain'd more on the King 

of England, by the Perſwafions of the 
Dutcheſsof Orleans, his Siſter, ſupported 
* by Monſieur Calbert the French AmbaC 
H 3 & ſador, 
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ford, Ar- had the greateſt part of that Money, 
lington, © they were known to be the moſt Mortal i 
Bucking-* Enemies of the United Provinces. Anil 


yoo * Charles II. King of Great Britain, con- 
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* ſador, who made the King believe whit Ml 
© he wou'd. A Hundred Thouſand P. 
© ſtoles were remitted to that Miniſter, 
* which he laid out to advantage, to en- 
“ gage thoſe that had the greateſt Interet Wi 
© in the King. The Lords of the Cabalt 


© tented with the Name of King, left the 
© Government to them, and ſeem d to if 
4 have no other Inclinations but what thoſe 
© baſe Miniſters inſpir d him with. Hs 
** moſt Chriſtian Majefty's Bounty had all 
© the Effect that cou d be expected. Thi 
Wicked Miniſtry, who betray'd their 
Country, and wou'd have betray'd thei: 
** Mafter, if they cou'd have got by it, 
© pretended to give Credit to what the 
©* Minifter of France told them of the 
'* Inftances the States, both by Letten 
* and their Ambaſladors, had made to the 
* French King to treat of an Alliance with 
4 them, that they might jointly attack 
England. Accordingly the Cabal wen 
** perpetually repreſenting to King Charles, 
* that he ought no more to have an 
thing to do with a Republick, that ha 
* vow « his Deſtruction. It is not to bt 
* doubted but this imaginary Proceeding 
of the States made a very ftrong In 
e preſfion on the King's Mind.” Thu We 
far my Author, who ſeems not to knov 
King Charles ſo well as he did his Minifters; 
for there was no need of animating * ; 
5 4 ; mut 
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nuch to a Rupture, which none of them 
- was fo deſirous of as himſelf, notwith- 
landing all the Obligations he had receiv d 
from the Dutch, when he imbark'd in Hol- 


and for his Reſtauration in England. The 
5 600000 Livers to entertain his Majeſty at 
1 he Hague, be ſides what the States General 
Worder'd to be disburſs'd on that Occaſion, 
not believe he coud find more Tenderneſs and 
Affection in the Hearts of his own Subjects, than 
Ve had found in thoſe of the Inhabitants of that 
Extraordinary Generoſity were more re- 
1 markable in what he told Monftenr De Wit, 
b N That the States might reſt aſſur d he would al- 


2 


States of that Province only having ſpent 
inſomuch that his Majeſty declar'd, He did 
Late. But his grateful Sentiments of their 
ways be conſtant in his Friendſhip to them, and 
vou d have the Intereſt of their Subjects at much 
heart as that of his own. Which how he 
made good Four or Five Years afterwards, 
land Five or Six Years after that, let the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times demonſtrate. I 
Fam not undertaking to prove his Majeſty's 
Gratitude to Holland, but his Affection to 


Fance, and ſhall again have recourſe to my 
? French Author, who goes on with his Ac- 


„ — „ TYP W ” — —- 


count of that Miniſtry, their inſtigating 


: for their double dealing. This he does 
in a Speech he ha he Mouths of 
peech he has put into the Mouths 0 
the Cabal, whether it was his own or theirs 
I will not decide, but content my {elf 


their Mafter to War, by ſhewing him how 


nm no Risks, laid thoſe unworthy Mini- 
H 4 ſters, 


eaſy he might take Vengeance of them 


with repeating ir as I find it. Tour Majefty p. 345. 
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thoſe Republicans have made themſelves odiouii 3 


all the Princes of Europe, there's not one nh 


will oppoſe you in this Undertaking ;, the mit 
Powerful will be ſatisfy'd with being Speftator: i 
the War, and with Pleaſure ſee the Pride of tha 
Commonwealth humbled, a Commonme alth tha 
Spain 
will be ſo far from aſſiſting them, ſhe will — 5 
in the Misfortune of a Nation whom ſhe fil 
looks upon as her Rebellious Subjects. Tho th 
Emperor ſhou'd be willing to defend the Unite! 
Provinces, he dares not undertake it in thi 
difficult Pofture of his Affairs; the Ottoman i 


has brau'd ſo many Crown'd Heads. 


fil 


Empire arming ſo mightily as it does, and th . 


Revolt of his Subjects in Hungary, will cut hin 
out Work enough of his awn, and hinder bi 
The Court of France, 93 
their Money and the Jealouſy they ll take care u 
maintain between the Two Northern Crowns, vi 
engage them to remainNeuter. The War betwen 6 
the Turks and the Poles, will prevent th 
Eleftor of Brandenburgh's aſſiſting then: 
Nay, who does not know but he might be glad 
this Opportunity to recover the Towns in th. 
Dutchy of Cleves, which the States have |. 
long kept from him: The Elector of Colom 
and the Biſhop of Munſter deſire nothing mn 


thinking of others. 


than to enter thoſe Provinces with their Armit 


Mill they be in a Condition to re ſiſt ſo many En 
mies attacking them on all Sides, eſpecially a. 
Time when Faction reigns ſo much among then. 
I ſhou'd be enclur'd to take this Speech for 

a Fiction, if it was not a common thin 
for Hiſtorians to invent Speeches, and pu 
them in the Mouths of the Perſons thy 
introduce. I cou'd not imagine the C 
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(I you'd go ſo far as Hungary and Poland, at a 
time when our Court leem'd to mind only 
phat was done in France, as may be ſeen 
y what the Author adds afterwards. 
ee The King of England ſuffer d himſelf to 
es be ſeduc'd by theſe and the like Conſi- 
4 gerations, however he wou'd not fi 

„ the Private Treaties with France, Ou 
( apres avour reck Pargent qu on lui avoit pro- 
4 mis conſiſtant en Six nullious, till Ee had 
„s recievd the Money which was proms'd 
(„ him, amounting to Six Millions, be- 
187 © ſides 300000 Crowns a Month to be paid 
„ during the War.” Theſe were the Con- 


I ſiderations which made King Charles em- 
i: WS bark in ſo dangerous and impolitick an 
Affair in Defiance of his Parliament, whom 
be cou'd aſſemble or diſmiſs, as he found 
them in Temper to aſſiſt him or oppoſe 
him, having Supplies from France to enable 
him to begin and carry on the War; and 


Court and Miniſters ſo indifferent as to the 
meeting or not meeting of that Aſſembly, 
= Some diſcontented People having flatter d them, 
= fays the Lord Arlington, ſpeaking of the 

Dutch, with an Opinion that the Parliament 
will do Wonders for them, and prevail with his 
= Majeſty to ſeparate from France. One wou'd 
think by this, that the Diſcontented Peo- 
ple had flatter d them with falſe Notions z 
but what follows is as merry as the reſt of 
the Reflections of that Miniſter. To unde- 
ceive them herein, his Majeſty has reſolvd to 
Prorogue them, to ſhew the Dutch that they 
are miſtaken if they think the Parliament 
4 will 


it was the ſame Reaſon that made our 
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will not aſſiſt him, he will not let them 
meet. Abbot Prim:, whole Maſter, Mon- 
fieur Colbert, was more in the Secret than 
the Engliſh Secretary himſelf, gives us: 
better Account of this Matter, Le Rh 
J Angleterre de ſon coſtè eſtoit embarraſse, &c. 
« As for the King of England, he was ex- 
«& ceedingly perplex' d, there was need of 
© Money to carry on the Deſign, and that 
« ſecretly too. He could raiſe none at 
« Home without calling a Parliament, 
« and that could not be done without ac- 
ce quanting all Europe with his Deſigns; 
& there was alſo great fear of Oppoſition, 
© both from the Miſunderſtandings which 
c in thatTumultuous Aſſembly do for the moſt 
part ariſe between the Two Houſes 
© and from the Intrigues of the Hollander. 
« His very Words are, Outre que cette 
te afſemblee tumultue uſe par la mauvaiſe Intel. 
© ligence qui eſt ordinairement entre les deu 
ce chambres & par les Intrigues des Hollaw 
& dois, &c.“ Such is the Reſpect this 
French Writer paid to the moſt Augult 
Aſſembly in the World. He proceeds, 
« For which Reaſon the King of Fran 
ce furniſh'd him with ſuch Sums of Money 
| ce as were ſufficient to equip a conſiderable 
| 1 „Fleet, and he advis d the King of Fi 
. e gland (the better to conceal their Agret- 
*< ments) to keep a fair Correſpondence 
& outwardly with the Dutch, to appear 
© firm to the Tripple League, and to de- 
“ clare that he ſet out a Fleet for no othet 
'© Reaſons, but becauſe his Neighbours 
and eſpesially the French, who made 
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« great Preparations in all their Ports up- 
F< on the Ocean, ſtrengthen'd themſelves 
« ſo very conſiderably by Sea. „ But 
diſrd and Arlington had not Complacency 
Wenough for that League, to diſſemble ſo 
much as the French Miniſters would have 
had 'em, being more Maſters of their 
Buſineſs. Sir Orlando Bridgeman then Lord 
Keeper, was of another Opinion, and ſo 
were Prince Rupert, the Duke of Ormond, 
and Sir John Tre vor Secretary of State, who 
were all remov'd from the Committee for 
Foreign Aſfairs, to make room for ſuch as 
would give themſelves entirely up to the 
management of France. 

The Lord Keeper Bridgeman declar'd, as 
ſoon as the Tripple League was made, that 
He wou'd endeavour in his Station, the Invio- 
lable Obſervation of it. The other three 
were Men of Honour, and Lovers of their 


; 
f 
N 
4 


© diſmiſs them from a Board, where nothing 
; either Honourable or Profitable for Eng- 
land, was to be concerted. As to the 
Character of the Cabal, they are as well 
known, as if they had Liv'd in ef any our 
Times. We may ſee what was to be ex- 

pected from Arlingtun, by one of the Ar- 
ticles in the Earl of Briſtol's Charge againſt 
the Earl of Clarendon. whom he accuſes 
for ſaying on the Removal of Secretary 
Nicholas, to make room for Sir Henry Ben- 
net, That His Majeſty had given looo J. to 
remove a Zealous Proteſtant, that he might 
N bring inte that Place of Truſt, 4 Conce aled 
Padiſt, and that the Earl ſhould ſay — 
1 ther, 
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Country, which was Cauſe ſufficient to 
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ther, of the Lord Keeper Bridgeman, If he 
bad nor ſtood in the Gap, Popery had been in- 
rroduc d into this Kingdom. Every one has 
heard of Clifford's abandoning his Poſt, to 
own himſelf a Papift, and of the Scandalons 
Life and Morals of Lauderdale. Bucking- 
ham's various Character, is well deſcribd 
by Dryden, in Abſolam and Achitophel; and 
Aſhley's Tronbleſome and unſettled Hu- 
mour, will add no great Reputation to 
that Miniſtry: However the two latter 
aton'd for theirilt Council, by their Steady 
Adherence to the Cauſe of Liberty after- 
wards. The Three former, as they Dy'd 
in Political Impeninence, have left us juſt 
Grounds to have an Eternal Abhorrence 
of a Stanch Tory Miniſtry, Which ever was, 
and ever muſt be for France, and againſt 
Holland. 

There was all the Reaſon in the World, 
for our Court to have kept Firm to the 
— * Alliance, which would not only have 
preſerv'd the Netherlands, but hinder 
the future Power of Lewis XIV. and made 
King Charles Arbiter of the Affairs of 
Europe. But they were inſenſible of every 
thing, neither Honour, Intereſt, nor Re- 
ſentment, could touch them; or elſe, af. 
ter ſo much Expreſſion of Brotherly Love 
and Tenderneſs to the Dutcheſs of Orlewn, 
at the Interview of Dover, her ſudden 
Death would have had other Effects in 
England, *T was generally believ'd both in 
France-and England, that ſhe was Poiſon'd, 
and by her Husband, who had expreſs' 


ſome DiftatisfaRtion in her Conduct. Ian 
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not here to write Madam's Apology or 
Acculation, but to relate what Grounds 
there were to believe ſhe came by an Un- 
timely End, and that too immediately 
aſter the Merit of making, or Confirming 
the Private League, begun by Colbert. A 
Reverend Deanary of our Church, ſpeak- 
ing of this Event, has theſe Expreſſions; 
Our Court in great Amazement, dur not 
betray 4 Suſpicion of ber indirect way of Dying, 
but gave this ſoft Account of it, June 22, 1670. 


© « This Day arriv'd an Expreſs from Mr. 


« Mountague, his Majeſty's Ambaſſador at 


. Paris, with the ſad News of the Death 
of Madam, his Majeſty's only Siſter, 


« to the infinite Grief and Affliction of 


a their Majeſties and Royal Highneſſes, 
as well for the Greatneſs of this Loſs, 
as for the Aſtoniſhing Suddenneſs of 
it. She Dy'd at St. Clou, about four of 

© the Clock on Monday Morning, of a 


& ſudden and violent Diſtemper, which 


„ had ſeiz?d her at Five of the Clock the 
Evening before, and was by the Phy- 


“ ficians taken for a kind of Bilious 
© Cholick. The Neceſſity there is for 


8 Tricking Courtiers to difſemble their Paſ- 
ſions, and put a violent Conſtraint upon 


Nature, does not the leaſt contribute to 
the miſerableneſs of their Condition. 
But the wretched Colours they are forc'd 
to give their Actions, to amuſe the Pub- 
lick, reduce em to a State of Contempt 
or Pity, Jnfinitely are we Griev d and Af 


N flicted, but durſt not betray our Suſpicion 
a indirect Methods, tho 


they had ſuf- 
ficient 
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ficient Intimation of it, by ſome Letten 
from the late Duke of Mountague, who wu 
actually on the Spot; from whence we ſhal 
borrow the following Particulars, taking iſ 
only what is moſt material. 


June 30, 1670, 


Adam on Sunday the 29th of this I 

ſtant, being at St. Clou, with a grea 
deal of Company, about Five of the Clock in th 
Afternoon, call d for a Glaſs of Chicory Wain iſ 
that was preſcrib'd her to drink, ſhe having fn 
twoor three Days after Bathing, found her ſeſ 
indiſpos'd : She had no ſooner drank this, bu 
ſhe cry d out ſhe was Dead, and fell into My 
dam Maſcbourgh's Arms, and deſired to be 
put to Bed, and have a Confeſſor : She continu 
in the greateſt Tortures imaginable, till Thre 
a Clock in the Morning, when ſhe Dy d, &c. 


ww KUO TY” WT——————ermo—_ 


July 6, 1670. 


Q 


Suppoſe by this time, you may bave with 

2 Mos ſhat De Bellefonds, who, 2 N 
his Condolance, will endeavour, I believe, 1 
di ſabuſe our Court of what the Court and People | 
here will never be diſabus'd of, which , Ki 
Madam's being Poiſon d; which having ſo g *4 
an Authority, as her own ſaying it ſeveral times bis 
in her great Pains, makes the Report mut 
more Credited. But to me in Particular, whit 
I asked her ſeveral times whether ſhe thought 
her ſelf Poiſon'd, ſhe would anſwer , 
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believe, being willing to ſpare the addition 
of ſo great 4 Trouble to the King our Maſter, 
which was the Reaſon why, in my firſt Letter, 
made no mention of it. The King and the 
Miniſters here, ſeem extreamly afflicted ib 
# the Loſs of Madam, and I do not doubt but 
ey are, for they boped upon her Confideration, to 
8 bring the King our Maſter, to condeſcend to 
things, and enter into a Friendſhip with this 
Crown, ſtrifter perhaps, than they think be 
vill now She's no more. But Mr. Mount ague, 
© the then Ambaſlador, was at that time 
none of the Court Confidents, he did not 
know how many Millions in hand was to 
be paid his Matter, enough to comfort 
him, for more than the Loſs of a Siſter, 
that of his Honour, and the Love of his 
People, What was begun, continues he, ll 
or what was intended, I will not preſume to ö 
Lerch into, ſince Tour Lordſhip does not think 
© fit to communicate the leaſt part of it to me; 
but I cannot help knowing the Town-talk ;, all 1 | 
deſire to know, my Lord, is that whilſt I am 
ere, I may know what Language to hold in 
© Converſation with the other Miniſters, that I il 
may not be Ridiculous with the Character I have | 
4 upon Me. a | | 


P. S. Monſieur complains extreamly of the 
Ving our Maſter, for having a Confidence with 8 

Madam, and treating things with her, without lf 
% Knowledge, | 


To 


would not receive Monſieur's Letter, and 4 
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To the KING; July 15, 


Had the Honour on the Saturday, whid 

was the Day before Madam Dy'd, to enter. 
tain ber à great while, the moſt of her Diſco WA, 
being concerning Monſieur, and how impoſſil 
ſbe ſaw it was for her to live Happily with hin, 
for be was fallen out with her worſe tha 
ever, &c. He acquaints his Majeſty after. 
Frards, of the Dutcheſs's telling him hoy 
ſhe had perſwaded him to joyn with Franc, 
againft Holland, ſpeaks of her Illneſs, and 
adds, I ak'd her th'n, if ſhe believ'd her ſelf 
Poi ſan d, Her Conſeſſor that was by, under ſtu 
tha Word, and told her Madam, you mf 
accuſe ns Body, but offer up your Death to Gul 
as 4 Sacrifice ;, fo ſhe would never anſwer me t 
that Queſtion, tho I asked ſeveral times, bu 
would only ſhrink up her Shoulders. 


n 
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July 15 
To the Lord Arlington, 


12 has been ever ſince Madam's Death 
as you may imagine upon theſe Occaſim 
various Reports, that of her being Poiſon, 
prevailing above all the reſt, which has diſa- 
der'd the Miniſtry here, to the greate ſt de 

that can be, For my own Particular, I E 
been ſo ſtruck with it, that I have hardly hu 
the Heart to ſtir out ſince, which joywd mit 
the Reports of the Town, how much the Ki 
our Maſter reſented ſo Horrid a Fact, that 
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he Commanded me Home, made them con- 
wh that the King our Maſter, was diſſatisſy'd 
with this Court, to the Degree it was reported. 
This is only to give your Lordſhip an 
Account of what I believe you know 
© already, of the Chevalier De Lorair's 
« being permitted to come to Court, and 
to ſerve in the Army as a Marſhal-De 
Camp to the King. 


a— 


e „ >>" | th 
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K = be is lookt upon by all France, to have 
ne it; and it is wonder d at by all France, 
; 3 4, King ſhould have ſo little regard to the 

of — 2 our Maſter, conſidering how 
Wu Gently he always carried himſelf to her when: 
he was alive, as to permit his Return, It is 
Duty to let you know this, to tell his Ma- 
Jeſh, — if " think fit, to ſpeak to the 
French Ambaſſador to do it Vigorouſly ; for 
b aſure you, it reflects here much upon him to 
N ſuffer it. Tho? from what has been men- 
. Wtion'd on this Subje&, there ſeems to be 
1 ufficient Cauſe of Suſpicion, that the 


1 
7 
: 
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ing's Siſter had been Poiſon'd, and the 
Afſaſſins taken into the French Kings 


Mfflicted, that they would not give Ear to 
ny ſuch Wicked Infinuation, for fear of 
| WN their Grief; or what is moſt like- 
, of being oblig'd to reſent it, and con- 

ſequently to break the Golden Treaty 
Frith France. Arlington gives a moſt Sub- 
ftantial Reaſon for our not believing it, 
dich is, that the French King did not. 
Ve Embroilments that were in her Domeſticks 


Ways he, and the I of her Death, 
made 


| 


| If Madam were Poiſon'd, as few People 


Favour, yet the Court of England was ſo 
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made the Opinion eaſily take Place with us, tu 
She was Poiſon'd, &c. But the Diſſection a 
the Perſwaſion we under ſtand His Most Chriſta 
Majeſty is in, (whom it behoves to know this My 
ter to the bottom) that She did not Nye of a Vs 
lent Death, hath taken off the greateſt part of mM 
Suſpicions: And Monſieur £ Mareſchal D 
Bellefonds, will, we ſuppoſe, _— convim 
us, that we have nothing to Lament herein, A 

the Loſs of this Admirable Princeſs, withu 

any Odious Circumſtance. And yet this Per 
ſon ſo eaſi y ſatish'd, was particularly 
recommended by Madam in her laſt Ag 


no doubt, for his Kindneſs to the Catholich 
and his eſpouſing the French League. Bull 
the Matter was huſh'd up, and the MW 
reſchal De Belle fonds met with as kind i 
Reception, as if he had come to Notih 
her Nuptials. | 
His Arrival in England, alarm'd tie 
Dutch Miniſters in our Court, and Moni 
De Wit no longer doubted of a good Vii 
derſtanding between King Charles 2 
Lewis XIV. tho' the Miniftry in Eu 
acted their Parts very well, purſuant ti 
the Inſtrufions given 'em by France, u 
to ſeem at all inclin'd to break the All 
ance, till the Two Courts were ready 0M 
ſtrike the Deciſive Blow. Tho” the Dube 
of Buckingham was diſpatch'd to Frans 
to return Monſieur De Bellefond's Colt 
pliment, and purſue his Negotiations 
yet ſo well did the Court of England dit 
ſemble, that they diſſipated all Monſien 
Van Beuningen, the Dutch Ambaſladors Wh 
Apple. 
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Apprehenſions, and made him 130k on 
he Voyages of the Mareſchal and Duke, 
pure Ceremonies only. The Ambaſſa- 
lor writing to Holland, that it was his 
Opinion, That as far as Common Appear- 
ce would go, he had all the Reaſon that 
Would be to believe, that nothing had been 
.ued of by the Mareſchal, or the Duke, 
or was ever intended, to the Prejudice 'of 
ing Charles's Alliance with the Dutch. 
owever, Monſieur De Wit's Jealoufies 
as not Cur'd ; hedeclar'd to Sir William 
me, thit he had obſerv'd A Coldneſs 
all our Negotiations, ever ſince Madam 
ourney into England; and upon the late 
ourney of the Duke of Buckingham to Paris, 
hich he could not think was Pour voir le Pais 
| ——_ la langue, To ſee the Country, 
r learn the Language. He deſird the 
Imbaſſador to tell him what he could make of 
this laid together; for on the one ſide there 
e Circumſtances enough to awake a Suſpicious 
m; and on the other ſide, he could never 
ink it poſſible for any Nation or Court it ſelf, 
quit ſo certain a Point of Intereſt, and a 
at Point of Honour, as muſt be forfeited, by 
r breaking our Alliance with them. He 
ded, His e Majeſty had engaged the States 
ip thoſe Common Meaſures, and even prevail d 
them to make 4 Sacrifice of the Ancient 
madneſs and Alliance the States had always 
fore with France, to. the Conſiderations of 
preſent Danger from the Greatneſs of that 
enn, to the reſt of Chriſtendom, tho they 
gbr have had what Terms they pleas d from 
Ern, for the dividing of Flanders. True it 
I 2 


Was, 
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was, King Charles, put upon it by the Cl» 
mours of his Subjects, had engag'd th 
Duarch in the Tripple League, and drani 
on them the Diſpleaſure of France, u 
which he was now about to joyn himſelf, 
for the Deſtruction of the Republick. & 
Milian Temple was not let into the Secret, 
and could only anſwer the Penſtongr, 
He confeſs d be was apt to make many of /thi 
Reflections himſelf bad done, but coul not h 
lie ve it poſſible for any Crown ever to enter in 
Councils ſo Deſtructive to their Honour in 
Safery : That if ſuch 4 Thing ſhould ever he 


— ooo 


that he told him upon the Scruple he had mak, 
in truſting our Court upen the Negotiation 
the Triple Alkavce of his Majeſty's at 
the Minifters good Reſolutions. He cu 
tinued, I cannot believe it poſſible for then 
change in a Point of ſo evident Intereff, alli 
which will be ſo underſtood by the whole \«if 
tion. However, I can anſwer for no Boch 
ſides my ſelf, but this I will that if ever ſu 
a thing ſhould happen, I will never have oi 
Part in it; which he ſaid, He had rold u 
King, as well as him, and would make it gu 
The Ambaſſador needed not to have takdi 
that Precaution, the Miniſtry knew vi 
was not a Man to be ſent on all the 
Wicked Errands, and it was one of thai .. 
Firſt Steps towards the War, to recal ha 
In the mean time, that Upright Minild 
the Lord Arlington, was doing his beſt i 
deceive Monſieur Van Beuningen, and t 
other Foreign Ambaſladors concern d "iſ 
the Support of that Alliance. wy ; 
Wy 
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rice he put upon our Courts cloſe Correſ- 
WW ondence with France, will appear by a 
p.fage in a Letter of his to Sir Willem 
dolphin in Spain; . Montieur Fan Eeunmn- 


© of theſe Apprehenſions, and inferring 
poſitively from them, that the Peace 
would be immediately broken ; I told 
© him I could not believe it, becauſe the 
© King our Maſter, hath all the Moral 
© Aflurances that can be receiv'd from his 
= Moft Chriftian Majefty, that he will 
© inviolably keep the Peace of Air La 

Chapelle. „ The Reader is defir'd to ob- 
erve, that this was written T wo Months 
after Madam had been at Dever, whereas 
Whhe declar'd at her Death, ſhe had per- 
Wiwaded her Brother to joyn with France 
againſt Holland; and long after Culbert's 
Treaty was concluded, he goes on“ In the 
Confidence of which, we live in a perfect 
good Underftanding with the Court, 
n the Confidence of his keeping that Peace 
vhich the Two Kings had engag'd them- 
elves to break. Again, © And fuch 
F< Civilities paſs between the Two Kings, 
as give much Umbrage and Offence to 
Monſieur Van Jeuningen, particularly his 

* Majefty's ſending the Duke of Backing- 
© tanto requite the Complements brought: 
© hither by the Mareſchal De Balle fonds, 
&. „ This Minifter and the Lord Cl, 

rd, were in the depth of the Buſineſs; 
8 Suckingham and Aſpley not admitted fo far, 
and Lauderdale a Tool, to be us d or laid 
by atPleaſure; being eafily contented —_ 
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ing 1 confeſs, a little heated, after ſo long al 
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the Share he had of the Gallant Miniſtry, 

in which he was Prime, while Clifford wy 
at the Head of the Political. The latter 
being a Staunch Papiſt, could not but 
bear Mortal Hatred to the Dutch, as may 
be ſeen by what paſt between him and 
Sir William Temple, upon Sir William's Re. 
turn from Holland, after much Anger ex 
preſt againſt the Dutch, and the Ambaſis 
dor's Strenuous Vindication of his Negoti 
ations. Sir William gives this Account a 
it himſelf, in a Letter to his Father. B+ 
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unpleaſant a Converſation (as well as He) Ik 
him in the Name of God, what he thought i 
Man could do more? Upon this, in a gria 
Rage, he anſwer'd me, That he would tell m 
what a Man might do more, aud what I ought 
ro do more; which was to let the King, and d 
the World know, how baſely and wnworthi 
the States had ws'd him; and to declare Þ 
lickly, how their Miniſters were a Company i 
Rogues and Raſcals, and not fit for his Ms 
5 or other Prince, to have any thing u 
do with. And when the Peace was actuali 
broken, and the French King had Invade e 
the United Provinces, the Governor of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands having aſſiſted the Duch iſ 
this was the Miniſter who undertook u 
have the Governor Checkt, and to get: Ml 
Stop put to Succours for the future, by: 
Letter to Sir William Godolphin at Madrid 
There are now at leaſt, between 10 and 1200 
Men, Horſe and Feat, of theirs in the Holland 
Service and Garriſons, which is contrary to thi 
Treaty made with us; and tho* they might 1 
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ve made with France, yet to fend ſuch 
Wumbers, is ſo provoking a thing, that it will 


arch with his Army to Bruflels, and the 
World will juſtifie him in it. So careful were 
Wur Miniſters of every thing that might 
; put the leaſt top to the Progrefs of the 
euch King's Arms, that inſtead of aſſiſt- 
Ing them, as we had bound our ſelves by 
Weveral Treaties, they would not ſuffer 
y one elſe to do it. Clifford was in ear- 
Weſt, for rooting out that Heretical Re- 
þublican State, and reſtoring the Tyranny 
Ind Glory of the Popiſh Religion and Govern- 
nent all over Chriſtendom. Theſe Proceed- 
Inęs of France and England, could not pro- 
Wably have had the defir'd Effect, had 
n continu'd firm in her Alliances 
ith Holland. To debauch that Court 


lor to Stockholm, and he did not find it a 
ery difficult Work to take off the Edge 
f their Zeal for the Preſervation of the 
Wiberties of Europe, which had always been 
Wartial. And as the French Party there 
Prevail'd or declin?d, it decreas'd or di- 
iniſh'd. But ever ſince the Irruption of 
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ies France paid to that Nation, the Mini- 
try had been ſo us'd to touch French Gold, 
bat their Party in Sweden, was far from 
Peing inconſiderable. The Court of France 
Always took Care to Cultivate their Inte- 
reſt, and feed the Avarice of the 'Swedifh 
Miniſters. In this Scituation of Affairs, 
14 | the 


uxiliaries, notwithſtanding any Treaties they 


. wonder if the Moſt Chriſtian King doth not 


r. Coventry was diſpatch'd away Ambaſh- . 


Whe Swedes into Germany, and the great Subſi- 
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The Secret Hiſtory 


the firſt War between England and Holal 
broke out, in which by the Influence of 
France. the Swedes ſo behav'd themſelye, 


that the Dutch always apprehended thei 


Arms at their Backs, and the Engliſh wen F 


never the better for their Friendſhip 


The Subſidies they were to have fron ] 


Spain, tempted them into the Tri 


League; all Chriſtendom being alarm'd u 
the French King's over-running the Nether. i 
lands, and the Swedes after their Succeſs in 
Germany, affecting to concern themſelve; M 
very much in the Affairs of Europe. But 


France all the while had 2 good undes. 


ſtanding with that Court, which is evident 
from what Sir William Temple writes of 
them himſelf. © The ſhort of the Stor 


« js, the Dutch take them to be Partie 
« and engaged by new Agreements with 
&« France; and moſt of their Chief Mins 


4 fters have been all along too Partial u 
„ France; among whom, none more than 
« their late Ambaſſador in France, au 
„ this in England; but they believe the 


« Swedes would be very glad to avoid the 
« Entring this Year into the Game. Anl 
to Colour their Artifices with the Fu 
the better, they pretended for ſome tim: 


to Mediate between the Two Crowns a 
Holland. *T was our Care in England, u 


Alliant: 


diſengage them from the Triple 
Our Ambaſſador was ſent to buy them df 


with French Money but we wanted vi 
uch our ſelves, France was not quid 


ough in her Payments, or Smoden lul 


* 


been early in the War againſt the | 
© © 4 ; „„ * Li C2 YI (lf / 
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bor whoſe Safety the League was made 

is either England or France. A little be- 
bre the War broke out, Arlington wrote 

ir Miliam Godolphin, his Brother Proſelyte 

in Spain, Lord Ambaſſador Coventry, gives 
5 great hopes of bus Agreement in Sweden, 
bich is for want of a ſmall Sum of Money, 
W phich France bargain'd for, which me hope 
v [hall perſwade them to give. 2 

f hus it was, by the Weakneſs and Cor- 
ruption of the Miniſters of the Powers 
vhich Form'd the Triple Alliance, that 
France broke that Famous League, which 
had it been maintain'd, would have ſavd 
ſo many Hundred Millions of Money, and 
ſo many Hundred Thouſand Lives, as 
8 within theſe twenty Years it has coſt the 
© Confederacy, to reduce Her Exorbitant 
Power. We have ſeen what Integrity 
there was in the Engliſh and Swediſh Coun- 
© cils; we have ſeen alſo, how Monfieur 
8 De Wit behav'd himſelf on the Occaſion 
of the Rupture which was threaten'd by 
England ;, but what the Lord Arlington ſays 
of it. will give ſome clearer Light to his 
Myſterious Conduct. He is ſpeaking of 
the Duch : Their Appre benſions from Abroad, 
will not fo quickly ceaſe ;, for beſides the Terrible 
Force that threatens them from France, their 
Prepar ations of all kinds are fo retarded, that 
many think Monſie ur De Wit ſuffers them to 
be ſo, that be may thereby inforce their Agree» 
ment, or rather Submiſſion to France. In 4 
Word, be ſees the Way drives the Promotion 
of the Prince ſo ſtrongly on, that he cares not 
what Peace be makes. Such is the — 
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122 The Seceet Hiſtory 
of thoſe Miniſters, who are ſupported by 
Faction only; they care not what Engage. 
ments they enter into, nor what are the 
Effects of them, if it ſerves their preſent 
Turn. How fatal De Wit's Fear of the 
Prince's Party, prov'd to the United Pro. 
vinces, is evident in what Sir William Temple 
tells us of his Management at that Dange, 
rous Conjuncture. The Baſeneſs and Cay- 
ardice of their Troops, were the Effects of turn- 
ing out all Officers of Worth and Bravery, for 
their Inclinations to the Prince, and mean Fel. 
tows brought in, for no other Deſert, than their 
Enmity declar'd to the Houſe of Orange. 
Upon this, all Men expected a ſudden Change; 
the States were in diſorder, and irreſolute what 
ro do; Faction, Diſtruſt, Sedition and Di- 
Brattion, made ſuch Entrances upon the State 
and the Army, when the French Troops firf 
Invaded them. What a pity it is, that 
Men of good Capacities, and great Expe- 
rience, ſhould be ſo far abandon'd to 
Revenge or Avarice, that not the Conſide- 
ration of their Pofterity, their Country 
and Religion, can ſway with them to give 
up their Ill- gotten Power, for the Preſerva- 
tion of every thing held dear by Mankind? 
One can't imagine that an Old Quarrel, 
ſuch as the ſeizing Jacob de Wit, the Father 
of Cornelius and Fohn, could Twenty Years 
after animate the Two Sons againſt the 
Houſe of Orange, without ſome other 
Cogent Reaſons ; which France of all Na- 
tions in the World, knew how to 1mprove. 
The Friendſhip between the French Mini- 
ers and De Wit, could not be _—_ 
or 
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of EUROPE. | 
for ths Support of the Republick ; and 
when the War was Proclaim'd, and Corne- 
lius had by Brigues obtain'd the Command 
of the Dutch Fleet, his ſparing the French 
Squadron was ſo plain, that it was com- 
blain'd of at that time - An Author then 
Living writes, „It is obſervable, that 
„the greateſt Number of the Dutch 
Commanders are of Opinion, and have 
often Publickly declar'd, That the 
„French Ships were thus kindly us'd by 
& © theirs, out of a particular Re'peQ de 
it's Brother had to them. I ſhall not 
enlarge on the War in 1672. it being am- 
© ply treated of in many Hiſtories Parti 
cularly one lately Publiſh'd, ſaid to he 
& written by a Member of the then Houſe of 
ö Commons ;, but come to the Cataſtrophe of 
the Two Brothers, the De Wit's, who ſo 
baſely betray'd the Common Cauſe in all 
their Stations. 
= Sir George Downing, the Lord Arlington's 
8 kovgh Hand, as he call d him, coming to 
the Hague, and in his uſual Stile Bullying 
the States, the Rupture, and ill Condition 
of the Republick to enter into it, appear d 
more and more daily. As it did ſo, the 
Call for the Prince of Orange was the 
more Clamorous; but De Wit's Faction 
would not conſent to his Advancement 
higher, than Captain General, nor to that, 
unleſs he renounc'd the Stadtholderate. 
Ide beſt Argument De Wit could give to 
the Prejudice of his Promotion, was Thrift, 
and the Money it would fave the Common- 
1 Wealth as if nothing was to be given 
Dan | oh 
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w Dignity and Magnificence, but all to Ou 


| hinder the Prince of Oranges Party, among 
whom, now appear'd Monſieur De Bever 


* . 
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my. *Twas a hard faying of Afiltan, the 


Trappings of 4 Monarchy would maintain | 
Common-Wealth ;, and fine Stories they tel 
us of the Reman good Husbandry, but it 
was when Rome was Poor and Youny, 


What ſhe did Iluftrious and Wonderful, wis 
in the height of her Magmficence, and the 
Fignre of a State, has often had a very great 
fhare in her Fortune. Tis true, whenit 
i one Young, and has it not, Thrift and 
Oeconomy are abſolutely neceflary ; but 
conſidering how much Appearance 
wesns all things, the Pomp and Splendor WW 
of a Court, gives an anſwerable Idea of WW 
its Greatneſs and Power, both at Home 
and Abroad; and it is with the Publick, 
as with Private Perſons, He who looks mea, 
mill always be thonght ſo. . 

L never pretended to any exactneſs of 
Method in this Treatiſe, and therefore 
the Liberty of this Digreſſion is the more 
excuſable. To return to my Subject, it 
was not in De Wit's Power, any longer to 
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ving, and Monſieur Van Bexningey, and the 
City of Amſterdam, from Electing ts 
Highneſs Captain General and Admiral Gt» 
neral. However, he procur'd a New Pot 
for his Brother, of Plenipotentiary aboard 
the Fleet, whoſe Tenderneſs to the French, 
in the firſt Battel at Sea, has been men- 
tioned. The Prince's Friends began to be 
Jookt upon as thoſe of the State, and il 


the Ravages of the French in the Provinces, 
welt 
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'were laid to his Charge, whoſe Councils 


| a Fleet of Merchant Men, and ſome An- 
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between France and Holland. Yet the De- 


| Remedy. The Penſionary De Wit, fell in 
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had ever been on their ſide. The Penſi- 


W onary had all along flatter'd himſelf. that 


England would never joyn with France 2 
gainſt Holland, and then the Progreſs of 
the French Arms would only humble the 


8 Orange Party, and confirm his own Authe- 
T city. The Engliſh Miniſters, purſuant to 


their Inſtructions from the French, diflem- . 


bled the Matter with the Dutch pretty 
well. King Charles diſmiſs'd out of his Ports 


ſerdam Veſſels. He recall'd Sir George 


: Downing his Ambaſſador, for ſpeaking wich 
too much warmth to the States General. 


In ſhort, he ſeem'd in all his Actions, to 


declare that he intended to keep a good 


Correſpondence between them, while the 
Breaches grew every day wider and wider 


ſign was not carry*d on ſo ſecretly, but 
the States Reſidents at London, and the 
Minifters of other Princes in King Charles's 
Court, gave the Hollauders ſuch Authentick 
Advice of it, that they found it was paſt 


2 Swoon in the Sadthonſe, upon reading 
a Letter which gave him an Acconnt of 
it; but he ſoon recover*d himſelf, and 
{par'd for neither Thought nor Vigilance, 
to provide againſt the impending Storm: 
And it was in this Fright, that -the 
De Wits and their Friends, conſented to 
the Prince's Election; whom, till that 
Moment, ſays the Abbot Prims, ny 
reundly offend to be a Serpent foſter d in : 
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The Secret Hiſtory 
Boſom of the Republick; that to declare hin 


General, was the ſame thing as to make hin 
Soveraign; that all the Provinces were de votel 
to him, except Holland; and if the latty 
could depreſs, and entirely ruin the Houſe of 
Orange, it would be attended with the Bene 
diftion of all Poſteriry, and look'd upon as the 
Soul of the Common-Wealth. They remonſtra- 
ted, if once the Prince found himſelf at the 
Head of the Troops, it would be no difficul 
matter for bim to keep up his Authority, during 
the whole Courſe of the War, to poſſeſs himſelf 
of the Office of Stadtholder, and after that, u 
make bimſelf Soveraign. Such Reaſoning as 
this, at a juncture when the State was 
threatenꝰd by an Army of 120000 Men, 
and the French King at the Head of them, 
with whom De Wit and his Party had al- 
ways been for Leaguing, was enough to 
enrage the Hollanders, who ſaw at laſt, 
that their only Security was in the Zeal 
and Bravery of the Prince of Orange, to 
whoſe Anceſtors, the Republick 'ow'd its 
Being. And tho* De Wie's Brother went 
to Sea as Plenipotentiary, yet it was plain 
the Prince's Friends increas'd daily, and 
the Faction of De Wit grew every Day lels 
The Rabble in all the Towns of Holland, 
ſhew'd their Animoſity againſt the Two 
Brothers, and it was no difficult matter 
to preſage, what an Authority obtain'd b 
Violent Methods, ſupported by the Friend- 
ſhip of France, manag'd with Craft and 
Tricking, and — in Prejudice of the 
moſt Noble and Worthy Perſous of the State, 
would end in. 

. Sir 
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Sir William Temple, a Year or Two before 
the Tragedy of the De Wits, wrote thus 
To the Lord Arlington of the Penſionary : 
( There is a violent Humour runs againſt 
( him of late in the Town of Amſterdam, 
upon Pretext of his growing too far in- 
4 to the Sway of all Affairs in this State, 
q « and of advancing his own Friends into 
; « Offices and Places of Truſt with too 
; 


e much Induſtry ; but I ſuppoſe the bot- 
Wc tom of this is the ſame with that of all 
popular Humours, that is, a Deſign in 
the Leaders to change the Scene, that 
4 ſo thoſe who have been long employ d, 
„ may make room for thoſe who have 
4 been long out. I am not of Opinion 
F< they will ſucceed to prejudice him ſud- 
F< denly, &c.” Sometime before this he 
bad ſaid he believ'd he cou'd not be re- 
movd without ſome Violent Revolution: The 
worſt way of removing Miniſters, as 
Jveak ning the Foundation of all Govern- 
ments. And it muſt be but a Melancholy 
Reflection, for any Miniſter to conſider 
Ihe owes his Power to the Rage of the 
Rabble; the Multitude being ſooner weas 
ry of their Favourites than Soveraigns, 
and ſeldom failing of pulling them down 
vith the ſame Fury that they ſet them 
Yup. 

The Rapidity of the French King's Con- 
queſts, exaſperated the Dutch againſt thoſe 
that ſhou'd, they thought, have prevented 
it, The News of the taking of Khineberg, 
Meſel, Orſci, and Burick, coming all at once, 
made the Populace outragious. And it 
; Was 
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continues my Author, there were ſome 
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was reported of De Wit, the Penſionaij 
that he had timely Intimation of the in. 
tended Sieges of thoſe Towns, and hf 
been guilty of great Negligence, in ng 
providing for the Defence of them. XN 


inſmuated, that he had Secret Correſj 
with his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Miniſters, al 
neglected that Intimation as uncertain a 
trivial, to hinder the putting thoſe Places in, 
Poſture of Defence, In the mean ting 
Cornelius de Wit was publickly exclaim'd 
gainſt, for not having entirely deſtroy! 
the French Fleet in the Battel fought in 
1672. which it was ſaid he might 

have done. He was the firſt that the fo 
pulace inſulted. Four or Five Pellonj 
attempted his Houſe in June, but his Do- 
meſticks kept them out till the Guan 
came to his Aſſiſtance. A Few Days after 
wards the Penſionary was aflaulted in the 
Streets, and the Aflaſſins were diſcoverl 
by Henry Verhoof, the very Man that vn 
afterwards moſt inſtrumental in his Mil 
facre. His being inexorable when one d 
the Ruffians was condemn'd, and Appl 
cation was made to him for a Parda 
heighten'd the general Animoſity againf 
him: The Man who was hang'd for tix 
Afiult being oi a good Family, and De Wi WK 
was only ſlightly wounded. Howeven 
the States of Holland thought fit to gin 
him an Aſſiſtant. And it was at this tim 
of his Miniſtry, that the Publick Credih 
which before was the moſt flouriſhing d 


any in Europe, ſunk ſo low _ 
iv 
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Wrovinces Ronds were diſcounted at the 

ate of 70 per Cent loſs. The Eaſt- India 
Fompany's Stock fell to 25. And the 
Wank, which was Four or Five per Cent 
Wetter than Specie, was Four or Five per 
We: worſe. At Dort the People roſe a- 
zainſt the Magiſtrates, to oblige them to 
F epeal the Perpetual Edict, which kept the 

rince of Orange from the Stadthelderate. 
. Magiſtrates conſenting to it, the 

prince was deſirꝰd, by Deputies from that 
own, of which the De Wir's were, to come 
Whither, and accept of that Dignity which 
Wis Highneſs did to appeaſe the Multitude 
Wnd ſatisfy the Magiſtrates, who by their 
Readineſs to Ele& him ſhew'd they wanted 
Pnly the welcome Violence of the People, 
o juſtiſie the breaking their former En- 
gagement, to which they were as well in- 
lin d. Cornelius De Wit refus d at firſt to 
Wen the Inſtrument, declaring the Prince 
radt holder, and when at laſt he did it by 
Whe Perſwaſions of his Wife, he — 
Two Letters to his Name VC, vi coattus, 
Force; which one of his Brother Coun- 
ellors of that City obſerving, he was 
pblig'd to ſtrike them out. Leyden, Delft, 
Jergou, and Hearlem, follow d the Exam- 
Wc of Dort, and the Multitude at Hearlem 
Peing inform'd, the Penſionary was at the 
BHouſe of one Monſieur Sypeſtein, in that 
W own, ran thither to pull him out of it, 
nd miſſing him they plunder'd the Houſe. 
he States of Zealand beg an the Abroga- 
ion of the Perpetual Ed in form, and 
hoſe of Holland follow'd their Example. 
K Whieh 
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Which gave the laſt Blow to the abſyly 
Authority of that Arttul Miniſter De 
and open d the Mouths of all his ill Wig 
ers. He was accus'd of applying to i 
own Uſe the Money allow'd by the Stu 
for Intelligence, to the Value of 8 
Florins a Year; but I don't find it wil 
prov'd upon him: And indeed 1 ſhoviin 


have wonder'd, if a Man of his Cunniy . 


ſhou'd have expos'd himſelf to the Pro L 
of ſuch a Corruption. Some Auth 
write, that the Prince of Orange deſi 
him to continue in his Office, after he wil 
declar'd Stadtholder ; but whatever vl 

done of that Nature, muſt be with ſo mu 
Affectation that the Penſionary cou d not vi. 
gain'd by it, knowing how juſtly his High 

neſs and all his Friends were on ill Tem. 
with him; That there cou d be no Com. 
dence, and that his Meaſures with Fan 
muſt for ever have ruin'd his Credit yi 
the contrary Party. Tis certain when i 
came to compliment the Prince on his Pio 
motion, he met witha very cold Recep 
tion, which ſo chagrin'd him, that Thre 
or Four Days after he deſir d to reſg 
his Poſt, which was: not granted; his on 
Friends ſtanding firmly by him, and tt 
Prince not being willing to have fo greati 
Change in the Miniſtry, at ſo per1Jous! 
Jun&ure. Still the People rag'd again 
the Two Brothers, and ev'ry Succeſs of tit 
French inflam'd them the more. I will 1 
enter into the Particulars of their Death 
but only repeat what Sir William Jem 
Writes of it. In the mean tune ches 
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© znd the Government of Holland, took a 
© New Form, and with it a New Heart. 
© Monſieur De Wit and his Brother had 
been Maflacred by the ſudden Fury of 
the People, and by the Fate of Miniſters 
that Govern by a Party or Faction, who are 
uſually Sacrific d to the firſt great Miſ- 
fortunes abroad that fall in to aggravate, 
or the general Diſcontents at home. 
The Fact, and the manner having been 
very unuſual, may be the Subject of 
other Enquiries, as it was of mine 
WF which gave me this Account. The 
RNuard of Pullen, Eldeſt Brother to Mon- 
ſieur De Wit, had been accus'd of a 
Deſign upon the Prince's Life, and of 
WF endeavouring by Money, to engage one 
of his Highneſs's Domeſticks in that 
* Attempt But no other Witneſs appear- 
ing, he was Sentenc'd only to be Ba- 
* niſh'd, at which the People ſhow'd great 
Diſſatisfaction, being poſſeit with an 
* Opinion of his Guile. The Morning 
* he was to come out of Priſon, Mon- 
* fieur De Mit, againſt the Opinion of his 
Friends, would needs go himſelf to 
bring him out with more Honour, 
* and carry him out of Town, and to 
that Purpoſe went with his Coach and 
Four Horſes to the Court. This be- 
ing not uſual to this Miniſter, made 
the People to take more Notice of it, 
. and gather together more Tumultu- 
Hully; firſt in the Streets where he 
, Paſt, and then about the Court where 
the Priſoner was kept. Some of the 
| K 2 6 Train'd| 
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Train'd Bands of the Hague, thu 
« were upon the Guard, mingled amo 
« them, and began to rail aloud again 
cc the Judgment of the Court, the Criny 
« of one Brother, and the Inſolence 
« the other, who pretended (as they ſaid) 
« to carry him away in Triumph. In th 
« midſt of this Heat and Paſſion, rais'd þ 
« theſe kind of Diſcourſes, among th 
« Populace, the Two Brothers came out; 
c ſome of the Train'd Bands ſtop'd then 
ce began to treat them at firſt with il 
« Language, and from Words fell u 
« Blows; upon which Monſieur De Ii 
« foreſeeing how that Tragedy wou 
« end, took his Brother by the Han 
« and was at the ſame time knockt don 
« with the But-end of a Mugsket ; the 
« were both preſently laid Dead upon th 
« Place, then dragg'd about the Town MP! 
ce the Fury of the People, and torn nM" 
e Pieces. EW | 
Such was the End of this Miniſter ai 
his Brother, too great to be come at 
due Forms, and perhaps too Innocei: 8p 
His Abilities none can queſtion, whatet 
Suſpicion his Honeſty lyes under; wha 
ſeems the more doubtful, for that fro 
his Time, the Hollanders fell heartily in 
all Methods againſt France, which tif 
never would do, while he was at the Hels 
till utter Ruin lookt 'em in the Face, at 
the French Armies were at their Gat 
I abkorall Appeals to the Populace, kno 
ing they never were for, or againſt a Pail) 
but 3s their Frenzy led them: And 4 
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; 
hat Cauſe, which is founded on their Pro- 
-4ion, muſt be as Vile as its Projettors, 
nd fink, whatever its Succeſs may for a 
While be, to the Filth of its Origin. Yet 
(anrot help obſerving, that the Rabble 
De always been more Juſt and Rea- 
Wonable in their Tumultuous Proceedings, 
Jan the Miniſters of Arbitrary and 
W yrannical Governments; that Nations 
ive ſometimes been delivered by the 
Wne, but never met with any thing from 
She other, but Miſery and Deſtruct ion; 
Wnd that the Multitude in their Fury are 
Wot to be ſo much dreaded, as the Violence 
Wnd Rage of an Unjuſt and Revengeful 
iniſtry. 
W Several Authors have Treated of what 
Wappen'd between England, France and 
olland, in the Second Dutch War; I ſhall 
dnly touch upon thoſe things that few or 
Wone have handled before, at leaſt not ſo 
Whoroughly, and to the bottom. We have 
ready ſeen, by what Methods France en- 
Waged King Charles in that War, which 
as ſo Ruinous to his Honour and Inte- 
eſt. He broke the moſt advantageous 
Alliance he ever made, to enter into the 
oſt Scandalous one; He became a Penſi- 
ner to France Abroad, and a Bankrupt to 
Wis SubjeAs at Home; He diſpens'd with 
he Law in his Declaration of Indulgence, 
ud with his Word, in attacking the Durch 
Fleet without a War declar'd ; an Action 
Pf ſo foul a Nature, that it could come 
From nothing but French Councils; which 
he Abbot Primi ſhews very plainly. The 
: 3 King 
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King of France, ſays he, would not ſuffer the 
Rage of the Engliſh againſt the Dutch to col, 
but he rather endeavour'd to plunge them in 4 
War, by ſuch an Action as might Correſpond to 
their Earneſt Deſire of being reveng'd : And 
the Deſign ſoon ſucceeded, for the French ha- 
ving Notice of the Returnof the Dutch Smyrna 
Fleet, which were then at Sea, they immediately 
acquainted the King of England with it, and 
told him, „“ That this was a favourable 
« Opportunity for him to engage the 
« Engliſh in a certain War; that ſuch 
ce a Prize would furniſh him with more 
« Money in one Day; than he could get 
« from his Parliament in a Year, and per- 
« haps ſo great a Prize, might put him 
« during the whole Courſe of he War, 
ce in ſuch a Condition, as. that he would 
ce not ſtand in need of his Parliament; 
« and that he ought not to let ſlip ſuch 
© an Opportunity, to revenge the Wrongs 
© of the Engliſh, upon thoſe who wou'd 
« diſpute the Soveraignty of the Seas 
&« with them. Theſe were excellent 
Motives to a Prince, who had no great 
Affection for Parliaments, as we may ſee 
by his conſenting to ſo ſhameful a Thing 
as ſhutting up his Exchequer; of which 
the Lord Arlington gives the following 
Account. His Majeſty has reſolvd this Week 
in Council, to reſume his Aſſignations, and 
poſſeſs himſelf with all his Current Revenue, 
poſtponing the Debss for a Tmwelvemonth, and 
paying only Six per Cent. of what thereof was 
taten up at Intereſt. This hath made a great 
Outcry in the City, and meeting with m 
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ill Humors, - hath begot a great deal of Angry 
Diſcourſe , but we hope when thoſe who lent the 


Bankers Money, ſhall reflef better upon it, and 
ſee their Principal and Intere#t better ſecur'd, 


that they will appeaſe themſelves, and have no 


Cauſe to apprehend thoſe ill Conſequences they 
have foretold upon it. This Upright Mini- 
ſter tells his Correſpondent, the Money 
ſhould be all paid in a Twelve-month 
with Intereſt, which is not paid yet; and 
that they had a better Security for thejr 
Money in the King's Word, than the 
Goldſmith's Notes. This was the firſt 
| Tory Spunge which was ever talk'd of; 
| and till we have ſuch a Reign, and ſuch a 
| Miniſtry, we can never have another. 
The ſame Miniſter wrote to my Lord 
| Sunderland then in Spain, His Majeſty having 
8 yeſterday Conven'd the Bankers before him at 
| the Treaſury, after many kind and confident 
| Aſurances given them, that he would punctu- 
| aly ſatisfy his Debt to them, either out of what 
| the Parliament ſhould give in the next Seſſion, 
| or out of his amn Revenue. He told them he 
likewiſe required of them, that without delay 
| they ſhould take off the Stop they had made, of 
paying the Merchants their Current Caſh, which 
lay depoſited in their Hands, not to be lent to 
| his Occaſions, or for Intereſt, but for the Secu- 
rity of keeping it; becauſe indeed the ſtop of 
= this, was the Occaſion of the great Clamour. 
| Here again is his Majeſtyꝰs Royal Word 
to pay the Debt in due time, which was 
left to one of King Milliam's Parliaments 
to provide for, almoſt Thirty Years after. 
The King had ſtopt his Hands to the 

| K 4 Gold- 
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Goldſmiths, but he will not have them 
ſtop theirs to the Merchants, for fear of 
the ill Conſequences of their Clamour. 
The Merchants ſays the ſame Lord, ny 
daring, or being able to Accept, or Pay any 
Bills of Exchange, drive their Trade Abroad, 
or clear their Ships at the Cuſtom» Houſe at 
Home. This was known we find at Court, 
and yet every thing muſt be risk'd, rather 
than not fulfil our Engagements with the 
French, who were falling on the Dutch as 
the moſt Peſtilent of all the Northern 
Hereticks; the only Reaſon that prevail'd 
with the Emperor, not to protect them az 
it was his Intereſt. The Sum ſtop'd by 
the King in the Exchequer, was very 
conſiderable; the Bankers having lodg'd 
1400000 |. of otner Mens Mony there to 
receive the Intereſt that was promis'd them. 
I never met with ſo baſe an Action in all 
the Hiſtories I ever read, and hope thoſe 
of the Ages to come, will have none to 
parallel it. It is ſaid to be the Work of 
the Lord Clifford, to whom this Nation 
would - have been indebted for a much 
greater, had his Councils been Crown'd 
with Succeſs, I mean the reconciling us 
to the Church of Rome. It was he that put 
the King on an Indulgence for all Religion, 
that his own the Popiſh, might fare as well 
as others. What he thought of thoſe 
Matters, will be ſeen by a Converſation 
he held with a Man of Worth, with 
great freedom about that time; He told 
him, © The King if he would be firm to 
' £* himſelf, might ſettle what Religion he 

5 | . 
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« pleas'd, and carry the Government to 

« what height he would ; for if Men were 
e aſſured of the Liberty of their Conſci- 
« ences, and undiſturbed in their Pro- 
« erties, able and upright Judges made in 
& Weſtminſter Hall, to judge the Cauſes of 
« Meum & Tuum; and if on the other 


« hand, the Fort of Tilbury was finiſhed, 


4 to bridle the City, the Fort of Plymouth 
to ſecure the Weſt, and Arms for 20000 
jn each of theſe, and in Hull for the 
„ Northern Parts, with ſome addition, 
| © which might be eaſily and undiſceruably 
* 4 made to the Forces now on Foot, there 
« were none that would have either Will, 
Opportunity or Power to reſiſt. To this 
he added, He was ſo Sincere in the main- 
© tenance of Property, and Liberty of 
“ Conſcience, that if he had his Will, tho? 
© he ſhould introduce a Biſhop of Durham, 
(which was the Inſtance he then made, that See 
being then Vacant) of another Religion, yet 
« he would not diſturb any of the Church 
© beſide, but ſuffer them to dye away; 
„and not by his Change, (how haſty ſo 
ever he was in it) overthrow either of 
te thoſe Principles; and therefore he de- 
« fired he might be thought an Honeſt 
“ Man, as to his Part of the Declaration, 
©* for he meant it really. As good a Catho- 
lick as he was, he would not turn out all 
the Biſhops at once, nor bring in Popery 
in leſs than twenty Years time, when t 

vere all Dead. And England weuld have 
been mightily obig'd to him for his Pati- 


ence, 
e Theſe 


N 


137 


7” oo OE 
— — Þ 4 
= - - 
— . 


_ = 
— — EL Hl << — — — i... dt. aa 
. 


? 
' 
* 
A 
| 
f \ 
[] 
x 
U 
19 
k 
1 
" 
0 
. 
N l 1 
: : 
= 
ſ [ 
1 
BY 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 
"i l 
L : 
| 1 


—— 7 a 
— pe — — 
— — — — 
—— 

- © E * — — — 

— — — 

— 

9 - : 


138 


The Seceet Hiſtory 


Theſe two Notable Events were pre- 
ceeded by a Merrier one, and that is the 
Story of the Yacht, which was ſent out 
purpoſely to Bully the Dutch Fleet, which 
then was going to Sea, expecting rather 
that King Charles ſhould joyn his with 
theirs, purſuant to the Triple League, than 
fide with the French. But his Britannick 
Majeſty got over that Alliance, and the 
Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, to oblige his 
Brother of France, who muſt ſurely have 
hid no Part of his Politicks from the Court 
of England; the Stile they us'd having fo 
near a Refemblence with that of Fance: 
For as Lewis XIV. could keep the Intereſt 
of Treaties, without ſtanding to the Let- 
ter, ſo King Charles in his Declaration of 
War, has ſome Expreſſions which made 
all the World laugh, they were ſo Whim- 
fical and Ridiculous. The Words were, 
And whereas we are engaged by a Treaty, to 
ſupport the Peace made at Aix la Chapelle, 
we do finally declare, that notwithſtanding the 
Proſecution of this War, we will maintain the 
True Intent and Scope of the ſaid Treaty, and 
that in all the Alliances which we have, or ſhall 
make in the Progreſs of this War, we have 
and will take Care to preſerve the Ends there- 

inviolable. 

His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was not at 
much Trouble, to draw up his Declarati- 
on of War. He only told the World he 
was diſſaticfi d with the Dutch. A ſufficient 
Reaſon for him at that time, to put him- 
felf at the Head of a Royal Army, to 
maintain his Glory, But in his Old wh, 
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he has receiv'd ſo much Juſt Cauſe of 
Diſatisfaftion from them, in the many 
Defeats his Royal Armies have met with 
from theirs and their Allies, that neither 
He nor his Succeſſors, will ever again pre- 
ſume to dety all the World in ſuch Im- 
perious Language; as if he was accounta-— 
bleneither to Juſtice nor Reaſon, but War 
and Peace depended on his Whimfies. He 
has had enough of it lately, and his beg- 
ging Peace in almoſt all the Courts of 
$ Europe, is the Righteous Reward of his 
Pride, in Warring with them out of 
| Wantonneſs. | "1 

King Charles was not on ſuch Terms at 
Home or Abroad, as to give himſeli thoſe 
| Airs; and therefore ſome better Account 
of the Occaſion of his Rupture was ex- 
peed. That of the Flag was the moſt 
Popular, becauſe every one in England 
| wiſh'd we could gain that Point, as Con- 
firming our Claim of the Dominion of the 
a But no Reaſonable Man could think 
the whole Dutch Navy, with their Admi- 
ral Aboard, ought to veil the Bonnet to 
a little Engliſh Boat, ſent out to Inſult 
them, as the manner of doing it made 
appear. Sit William Temple's Lady was 
{ Aboard that Yacht, and he gives this Ac- 
count of that Adventure, in a Letter to 
| his Father Sir John Temple. In July the 
* Dutch Fleet was Floating in the Chan- 
* nel, to ſhew, I ſuppole, that they were 


Lin Condition to meet any of thoſe 


| © Dangers they began to ſuſpe& from 
| © the Motions of France, and from our 
| | | late 
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© late Conduct. When the Captain of 


the Jacht, that was order'd to Convey 


my Wife over, took his leave at Court, 


he had Publick Orders given him, if he 
came in ſight of the Dutch Fleet, he 
ſhould Sail through them, and ſhoot at 
thoſe Ships that were next him, till he 
made them ſtrike Sail, or till they ſhot 
at him again, and then purſue his 
Courſe. He paſs'd it ſeems into Holland 
without ſeeing them, but as he return'd, 
he met the Fleet; and Sailing up to 
them, made ſeveral Shot at thoſe near 
him: Upon which they ſeem'd at leaſt, 
not to know what he meant, and to 
believe he might be in ſome Diſtreſs, 
and the Admiral ſent a Boat Aboard 
him to inquire. The Captain told them 
he had been ſent to bring back the 
Engliſh Ambaſſadreſs, with her Family 
from Holland; and had Orders to make 


the Dutch Fleet ſtrike wherever he met 


with them in the Channel. Upon this 
Meſlage by the Boat, Vice-Adiral Ghent 
came Aboard the Yacht, upon a Com- 
pliment to my Wiſe, which he per- 
form'd very handſomely; and after- 
wards defir'd to ſpeak with the Captain, 
of whom he inquir'd the Reaſon of his 


** Shooting, and receiving the ſame An- 


ſwer which had been given to the firſt 
Boat, he ſaid it was a Point they had 
receivꝰd no Order in from their Maſters, 


&« and did not know how that Affair was 
% agreed between his Majeſty and the 


« States. But tho* it were ſettled, yet the 
« Captain 
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« Captain could not pretend the Fleet and 
« Admiral ſhould ſtrike to a Yacht, which 
« was but a Pleaſure-Boat, or at leaſt 
« fery'd only for Paſſage; and could not 
« paſs for one of the King's Men of War. 
« The Captain ſaid he had his Orders, 
« and was bound to follow them. After 
« Van Ghent was gone, the Captain per- 
plex d enough, came to my Wife, and 
„ defir d to know what ſhe pleas'd he 
« ſhould do in that Caſe, which ſhe ſaw 
« he did not like very well, and would 
« beglad to get out of by her help. She 
| © told him he knew his Orders beſt, and 
| © what he was to do upon them, which 
« ſhe left to him to follow, as he thought 
« fit without any regard to her and her 
Children. He purſued his Courſe, and 
« Landed her ſafe; after which, ſhe went 
* to Court, and was very well receiv'd, 
„and much commended for her Part, in 
« what had paſs d. And at Night Sir 
Lionel Fenkins was ſent to take her Ex- 
* amination in Form. Upon the whole 
“Matter of Fact, when I went next to 
the King's Levee, he began to ſpeak of 
„my Wite's Carriage at Sea, and to com- 
« mend it, as much as he blam'd the 
Captains; and ſaid ſhe had ſhew d more 
„Courage than he. And then falling u 
e on the Dutch Inſolence, I ſaid that how- 
* ever Matters went, it muſt be confeſt 
* that there was ſome Merit in my Fa- 
“ mily, fince I had made the Alliance 
* with Holland, and my Wite was like to 
* have the Honour of making the War. 
| 2 
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„ The King ſmiled as well as I, who had 
« found this the only way to turn the 
« Diſcourſe into good Humor, and fo it 
&« ended. Thus was Chriſtendom to be 
made a Scene of Slaughter and Blood, out 
of Frolick in one Prince, and Ambition in 
another. I ſhall not pretend to write the 
Hiſtory of that War, which has been fo 
often written ot; contenting my ſelf with 
ſome Parts of it, and Particulars that dy 

not occur in other Relations. f 
The People of England were never in 
Earneſt in the Dutch War, after the Year 
1665. And tho the Parliament then Sit- 
ting, had ſo long been under Obligations 
to the Court, yet they were not very for- 
ward to aſſiſt his Majeſty in it; ſo that 
King Charles was forc'd to think of Peace 
ſooner than the French King, who in all 
the Offers he made the Dutch, never con- 
ſider'd his Majeſty's Intereſt ; tho King 
Charles was ſo Complaiſant, as to declare 
he would make no Peace, unleſs his Bro- 
ther of France, was ſatisfy'd in all his 
Demands; one of which was to ſet the 
Romiſh Religion and Prieſts on an equal Foot 
with the Proteſtants in Holland; and the 
former to be allow'd and maintaind by 
the State as well as the latter. The French 
were at that time at the height of their 
Glory; above half of the Seven Dutch 
Provinces were in their Pofſeſhon, and 
the beſt Towns in Flanders. ermany could 
make no Stand agaimit them, and England 
only had it in her Power to deliver Euro 
from approaching Slavery. Yet at that 
ven 
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very Time, our Correſpondencies with 
France were cloſer than ever; and leaſt 
our Engagements againſt the Dutch were 
not ſtrong enough, Ainbaſſadors are ſent 
to the French King at his Camp in the 
Heart of Holland to make ſtronger. Theſe 
Ambafladors were the Duke of Buckingham, 
the Lord Arlington, and Lord Halifax. The 
Dutch judging by the plain Reaſon of our 
own Intereſt in their Deliverance, wel- 
com'd them, when they Landed as Perſons 
that were come on that Errand. The Com- 
mon Belief in England and Holland, ſays Sir 
William Temple, made the Subject of their 
| Embaſſy to be our Fealouſy cf the French 
| Conqueſts going too faſt, whilſt ours were ſo 
Lame; and great apes were rais d in Holland, 
that it was to ſtop their Courſe or Extent, but 
theſe were ſoon daſl'd, by the Return of the 
Ambaſſadors, after having renew'd and faften'd 
the Meaſures formerly taken between the Two 
Crowns. And the Ambaſſadors were indeed 
content as they paſt through Holland, that 
the firſt ſhould be thought; which gave Occa- 
caſion for a very good Fepartee of the Princeſs 
Dowager to the Duke of Buckingham, who 
viſited her as he paſt through the Hague ; and 
talking much of their being good Hollanders, 
ſhe told him that was more than they asRd, 
which was only that they ſhould be good Engliſh- 
men; he anſwer'd her they were not only ſo, 
but good Dutchmen too; that indeed t 
did not uſe Holland like a Miſtreſs, but they 
Lov'd her like a Wife; to which ſhe reply'd, 
Vrayment je croy que vous nous ay mez 
commevous ay me la Votre. Truly I think 
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Love us as you do yours. However 
theſe Plenipotentiaries were corrupted by 


French Gold, yet they were Men of Cap. 


city. and not of that Size of Underſtand. 
ing, that their CharaQer for Abilities might 
be as great a Shame to their Country, as 
that for Probity was to themſelves. They 
underftood the True Intereſt of it, and it 
was generally hop'd they intended to pro- 
ſecute it. Both Engliſh and Dutch flatter d 
themſelves; they came purpoſely to put 


| a ftop to the Progreſs of the French King's 


Arms. They had Conferences to this Pur. 
poſe, with the States Deputies, to whom 
they us d all Expreſſions imaginable, both 
of Kindneſs to Holland, and of Concern- 
ment and Trouble, to ſee the French {6 
faradvanc'd. They gave the Dutch Mi- 
niſters to underſtand, they would engage 
that the French King ſhould give up all his 
Conqueſts for Maeſtricht, or if he would 
not do it, they were empower'd to enter 
into New Meaſures with the States, to 
prevent the Deſtruction of the Commour- 
Wealth. ' But they did not long keep in this 
Tone, for they had not been many Hours 
in the French Camp, which was notifar off, 
before their Judgments were better in- 
form'd, and the Terror of the French King's 
Greatneſs vaniſh'd. His Moſt Chriſtian 
Majefty's Royal Eloquence or Bounty, ſo 
thoroughly convinc'd them of the Mode- 
ration and Juſtice of his Intentions, that 
they forgot all their Fair Promiſes, and 
Right Reaſoning at the Hague. The increaſe 
of the French Power was not to be ſuſpected 

or 
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fear d, for they were Generous to abuſe it, 

to uſe the Words of an Author of thoſe - 
Times. And the firſt Meſſage they ſent 

the Prince of Orange, after they had left 

him in ſo good an Humour, was, That the 
'States were to give Satisfaction to both Kings, 
jojntly, and that neither Crown cou d, or wou d 

Treat without it. The Prince of Orange and 

the States, were infinitely ſurpriz d at this 
change of Mind in the Plenipotentiaries. 

The Prince (who had full Power given 

him to Treat and Conclude with England,) 

that he might not be held longer in ſuſ- 
pence, anſwer d the Plenipotentiaries, he 

defir d to know what would fatisfie both 
Crowns; which was no leſs than the 
Sacrificing their Religion and Liberty. We 
have already obſerv'd, that the French King 
inſiſted on the Toleration of Papiſs, on 

their Admiſſion to Oſhces, and the Prieſts 

to Penſions, and that our Plenipotentiaries 
joyn d with the French in all their De- 
mands. Mr. Secretary Trevor, who, for 
favouring the State's Intereſt, in oppoſition 

to the French, was ſo far in Diſgrace at 
Conrt, that he was diſmiſt the Committee 

for Foreign Affairs, x thing never known 

to have happen'd to a Secretary of State, 

is faid to have written the following 
QUERIES on the Occaſion of the 
1 being ſent to the French 

mp. 
l. Whether they were ſent only to promote the 
French Conqueſts? And if not, how they 
cord think it adviſable, by making the Peace 
myoſible, to force the Dutch (a. far 75 in 
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The Secret Hiſtory 
them lay) to caſt themſelves into the Armi i 
the _ King, and ſubmit themſelves 9 
bis Domination ? 

II. Whether they can deny they knew the 
Joint Propoſals tendred to the Dutch, ſhoulf 
not be granted, ſince the French Demand; 
alone had been unanimouſly rejetted ? And in 
that Caſe, how agreeable it was to the Intereſ 
of England, to make it impoſſible for the 
Dutch to give his Majeſty any Satisfaction. 

III. Whether they had not received, as nel 
from the Prince of Orange, as from the States 
Commiſſioners, all Publick Aſſurances of the 
infinite Deſire they had to ſee his Majeſty re- 
turn to his former Amity with them, and of 
their readineſs ts purchaſe it at any Rate, that 
the Condition they were in would bear? If ſe, 
hom faithfully the Plenipotentiaries diſchargd 
their Truſt, in neglecting thoſe Offers, and en- 
tring into a New Engagement which was |o 
Prejudicial to England. 

IV. How far thoſe that were join d in 
Commiſſion with them, did concur with them 
in their Judgement; and whether all theſe 
Conſiderations, with many other, were not ne 
preſented to them and urg d by ſome, who 
had: no other End but to ſerve their Maſter 
faithfully ? f 

V. Whether it was for that Reaſon, the) 
oppos'd ſo fiercely, my Lord Viſcount Hallitax 
(who came 4 Day or two after them) his ap- 
pearing and acting Jointly with them, though 
Commiſſionated in as fall, and as ample manner 
as themſelves ? 


VI. Wh 


ebuld be kept out no longer) who went privately 


10 the French Camp, under ſeveral Pretences, 
nd had ftill Negotiations of their own on 


French King, the King of France, and to 
Name him ſtill before their Maſter, as well 
as to ſet in the firſt Place, the French De- 
mands before that of his Majeſty ;, as all this 
was done in the Copies of Agreement they 
bad made, and of both Kings Prerehſions which 
they ſent together to the Prince of Orange, 
by Sir Gabriel Sylvirus ? 


ons will juſtifie their Standfing, in the behalf 
of the French, upon 4 Publick Exerciſe of 
the Roman Carholick Religion in the United 
Provinces, the Churches to be divided, and 
the Romiſh Churches maintain q out of the 
Publick Revenue, 


Vill. And Laſtiy, uf their Inſtricti 
b 


By this we may ſee, that in the moſt 
deprav'd Times, there have always been 
Engliſhmey affectionately diſposd to the 
Pubiick Good, and the Cauſe of Liberty. 
And that even in that Reign, which none 
jure wilt pretend to be the Soundeſt in 
Foliticks, the Miniſtry was not intirely 
in the Intereft of France, ſince one ot the 


int would not ſuffer his Judgement to 
e impos'd on, by French Reafons, or French 
old, le was this Love of his Country, 
nat inclin'd him to the Dutch, and that 


1. = | hag 


VI. Who were thoſe (after my Lord Hallifax 


Foot ? 
VII. Whether they had Orders to call the 


decretaries fi} maintain'd his Integrity, 


In ifationt of his, made the Freneh Faction 
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The Secret Hiſtory 


his Enemies; ſhut him out of the Secret 
of their Correſpondence, and preſery'{ 
him from both the Ga'n and the Guilt. 
of it. It will be impoſſible in an Enghþ 
Miniſtry, ever to meet with ſo General 
a Corruption, that not one of the Set ſhall 
be true to his Prince ; not one of them 
ſee through, and oppoſe the Subtle and 
Dangerous Deſigns ot France. There will 
always be found a faithful Patriot, to 
detect and prevent the Treacherous Prai- 
ces of French Emiflaries, whoſe Devices 
never ſucceeded long in this Kingdom, 
and ever ended in their Confuſion and 
Ruin. It will not be queſtion'd, but the 
Court of England, in 1672. was almoſt a 
much French, as that of France. The Cta- 
racter of the then Miniſtry, makes a diſ- 
mal Period in our Hiſtory, eſpecially. in 
the following Refled ions, which | met 
within a Writer, their Contemporary, 
mong many others of that kind, Hm 
faithfully fays he, have our Miniſters diſchar- 
ged their Truſt in theſe great Emergencie! 
How free have they been from Dependenc#! 
in Foreign Courts ? How far have they len 
Jealous of their Reputation in that Particula 
What great Care have they had of 1 u 
the Credit and the Reputation of the Trin 
League, and of their own Maſters with it! 
He ſpeaks then of their backwardneſs, [ut 
to ſay worſe) in redreſſing, or at leaſt declarif 
againſt all the Wrongs done by the French, 
well to his Majeſty himſelf, as to his Subjel. 
| Their Induſtrious Endeavours, aud vari 
Stratagems, to engage his Majeſty 7 10 
| 4410. 
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of EUROPE. 
Nation in this Var; their ingroſſing all Bus 
ſmeſs of Concernment, and concealing the. moſt 
important Debates and Reſolutions, from bis 
Majeſty's Priuy Council Nay, their keeping it 

or onably from his great Council, and putting 
of their Seſſions, leaſt they might diſcover their 
Deftans ? Laſtly, the Carriage of ſome of them 
in Holland; of the Care they tool of the Inte- 
reſt both of Englaud and of the Proteſtant 
Religion. Thus it appears very plainly, 
that whenever England and Holland have 
been in Danger, they have met with ſuch 
as would Traffick with Fance, and barter 
the Publick Welfare of both Nations for 
her Piſtoles. The Intereſt of the Maritime 
Powers, to unite firmly againſt France, 
has been ſo obvious from the very Foun- 
dation of the Common-Wealth of the 
United Provinces, that it has been the firſt 
Principle in our Politicks, which none ever 
ed againſt, but he firſt Sacrifices his 
Honour and his Underſtanding, to his 
Pride and Avarice; and one may venture 
toaſhrm, there never was, and never will 
be, an Engliſuman and a Proteſtant, a Friend 
to France, but he muſt forego even Com- 
mon Senſe and Common Honeſty. We 
have ſeen what Reſentment has been ſhewn 
by part of the Legiſlature lately; for that 
the Dutch, and others of our Allies, have 
not done what it is ſaid they Stipulated 
for in the late Glorious War: And what 
a Confederate King Charles had of Lewis 
XIV. in the War with the Durch, is in 
the Memory of many. When he had 
brought us into that fatal Rupture, how 
1 cid 
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did he perform his Stipulation z; how did 
he act with his Fleet, while with his Ar. 
mies he Triumph'd over the United Pre. 
wvinces, Which was then our Barrier, and 
always will be ſo not only to us, but the 
Liberties of Europe. It was manifeſt, ſays 
Mr. Marvell, in one of his Tracts, that in all 
theſe Wars, the French meant nothing leſs 
than really to aſfiſt us: He had firk 
« practis'd the ſame Art at Sea, when he 
„ was in League with the Hollanders a. 
« gainſt us, his Navy having never done 
« them any Service, for his Buſineſs waz 
« only to ſee us batter one another. And 
© now he was on the Exgliſb ſide, he only 
{© ſtuclied to ſound our Seas, to ſpie our 
« Ports, to learn our Building, to con- 
template our way of Fighting, to con- 
ſume ours, and preſerve his own Navy, 

to increaſe his Commerce; and to drder 

all ſo, that the Two Great Naval Poy- 
ers of Eurote being cruſh'd together, 
he might remain ſole Arbitrator of the 

«© Ocean, and by Conſequence Maſter of 
all the Iſles and Continent. To which 

«« Purpoſe, the Conſpirators furniſh'd him 
« with all poſſible Opportunities. There. 
© fore it was, that Monſieur De Eſtree, 
© tho* a Perſon otherwite, of Tryd 
4 Courage and Prudence, yet never did 
© worlie than in the third and laſt Engage- 
* ment; and becauſe the Brave Monſieur 
De Martel did better, and could not 
+ endure a Thing that looked like Cow- 
© ardice or Treachery, tho' for the Service 
of his Monarch, he Commanded him in j 

| rate 
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« rated him, and at his Return Home he 
« was, as Was then reported, diſcounte- 
« nanc'd, and diſmiſt from his Command, 
« for no other Crime, but his breaking 
« the French Meaſures, by adventuring 
« one of thoſe Sacred Ships. in the Enpliſh, 
& or rather his own Mafters Quarrel. Let 
any one judge now, whether the late 
Greatneſs of France, proves the French to 
have the greater. or their Neighbours the 
Baſer Souls. Is it not a very Melancholly 
Reflection, that a Corrupt Adminiſtration 
ſhould ſuffer a Power to increaſe, ſo as not 
to be reduc'd by a Wiſe and Happy one, at 
the Expence of 150 Millions. How much 
has Enpland paid fince, for a Million or 
two dextroully diſtributed in King Charles's 
Court, between the Mafter and his Ser- 
vants? What a Bargain was made for their 
Poſterity ? It faithleſs Miniſters were ca- 
pable of Compaſhon, or any Publick Sen- 
timent, they would abhor the Thoughts 
of ſelling that ſo baſely and cheaply, which 
muſt be recover'd at a thouſand rimes 
the Coſt, beſides the Expence of a Sea of 
Blood, too meanly rated by ſome Princes 
and their Miniſters. If ſuch a Miniſter 
would ſeriouſly ask himſelf what will the 
next Age, or perhaps this, pay for the 
10000 Piſtoles that have been given me, 
He would tremble at the Horrid Com- 
merce he has driven, and look on the 
Guilty Pieces with the ſame Horror, the 
Betrayer of his God lookt on the Price of 
his Treaſon. We can have no ſuch Fear 
tor our ſelves, being happy in a Soyereign 
. 4 that 
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that has all along ſhewn the moſt Generoys 
Concern for the Common Cauſe; and in her 
Reign, France is reauc'd to a Condition of 
begging that Peace ſhe ſo Inſolently re- 
ſus'd the Dutch forty Years ago, She would 
now rejoyce to receive it from thoſe Pow. 
ers over whom ſhe has ſo long Triumph'd 
in her Medals and Spectacles. And it is 
our Happineſs, that ſhe has nothing left 
bur her Bribery to ſave her from the Ruin 
ſhe threaten'd others with, or the Jealov.- 
fes ſhe may raiſe among her Enemies. 
As Poor as ſhe is, ſhe will find Money to 
work on the Frailty of thoſe that ſhethinks 
are penetrable by it. But where ſuch are 
to be found, for my Part I cannot tell, 
and promiſe my ſelf from the Sincerity 
and Genius of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
that ſhe muſt de'pair of making any other 
uſe of the Spaniſh Mines in Mexico and 
Peru, than to pay her diſpirited Troops, 
and waſte on Cowardice, what ſhe got by 
Perjury and Surprize. 

I never. intended to write a Hiſtory of 
any particular Period, nor to enter into 
the Detail of any one Event; but rather 
to ſhew that it has been owing to out 
ſelves, that France has given us ſo much 
Fear and Trouble; and that the only way 
we have to prevent her doing it again, 
is to be hearty in our Alliances with the 
United Provinces; and all other Powers 
againſt her, to be inſenſible of her Flat- 
teries and Promiſes, not to truſt her til 
ſhe has no Means of being falſe to Ad- 
vantage; and to fly thoſe Practices which 

made 


of EUROPE. 
made us ſo contemptible in paſt Reigns. 
1 ſhall ſay no more of the War between 
us and the Dutch, and the Peace that fol- 


low'd it in 1674. than that we were no 


moreSincere to them in the latter, than the 
French were with us in the former; and 
that by our difiembled Friendſhip, the 


States ſufter'd as much as they had done 


by our Arms. They were amus'd by us, 
and kept in ſuſpence, while Leni XIV. 
was carrying his Arms over the Nether- 
lands, which hinder'd their putting their 
whole Strength to the War, in hopes of 
our finiſhing it by Mediation or Suc- 
cours, which our Miniſters had not in their 
Thoughts. What Opinion the World had 


of King Charles's Conduct, is as well know 


as What that was, and it would be imper- 
tinent to enlarge upon it, after the many 
Authors that have ſpoken of it. Where- 
fore | ſhall add only what Sir Wil;am Temple 
obſerves, in one of his Letters from Bruſ- 
ſels in that Year, The Spaniards interpret 
very ill, the Offers of his Majeſty's Mediation 
I made at the Hague, and believe it upon 
Concert with France, and to the end of indu- 
cing Holland to 4 ſeparate Peace from them. 
I cannot but refle upon the ſtrange Difference 
I found in the Conſideration I left of his Ma- 
jeſty in theſe Countries, and what I meet now, 


which is grounded upon the belief of his being ſo 


much in with France, which our Court took 


no great Pains to conceal; for after they 
vere put upon a Neceffity of ending the 
Dutch War, by the unalterable and Uni- 
verſal Averſion of the People to it, yet 


the 
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the Engliſh, Scots, and Iriſh Regiments,which 
were abroad in the French Service; were 
not only kept in their full Complement, 
but new Numbers of Soldiers daily Tranſ- 

rted thither ; making up in all, as is 
related, a conſtant Body of 10000 Men, 
who often turn'd the Fortune of Battel on 
the French fide by their Valour. Yet all 
the while was King Charles acting the Part 
of a Mediator, after the Parliament had 
deſir'd him to make a Peace with Holland; 
and how the Miniſtersmanag'd Matters on 
that Occaſion, may be ſeen in a Book 
lately Printed, and mention'd before in 
this Treatiſe, call'd Peace with France, and 
War with Holland, ſuppos'd to be written 
by Mr. Marvel. He ſays, Therefore they 
were reſolv d by all their Influence and Induſtry, 
(tho* the Profit of the War did not wholly re- 
dound to the Engliſh Nation; and home ver, 
in caſe of Peace, it was our Intereſt, that if 
any of France ſhould be depreſſed to any 
Equality) ts labour that by this Mediation, 
France might be the only Gainer; and having 
all quiet about him, might be at perfect Leiſure 
to attend their Projeft upon England. And 
one of theſe our State ſmen being preſs'd, ſolv d 
all Arguments to the contrary, with an Oracu- 
lous French Queſtion. Faut il que toute ſe 
faſſe per Politique rien in par Amitie ? 
Auſt all things be done by Maxims, or Reaſon" 
of State; nothing for Affection? If ever Po- 
litician ſince Ariſtotle's Days, thought of 
mixing Friendſhip with Politicks, or in- 
juring his own Nation out of kindneſs to 


another, and at the ſame time pretended 
| to 
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to either Honeſty or Capacity, then let 
the Cabal be an Example to others, and 
teach them out of Good Nature, to give 


up their Liberties, Properties, Religion, 


and every thing worth giving. I hope we 
ſhall never live to ſee any Engliſh Ad mini- 
ſtration have ſuch a Dearneſs for France, as 
to part with a Village to her out of Atf- 
fection; for Love does not ſtop at little 
things only, and if ſhe can get ſo far into 
our Friendfiip, if ſhe ſo far bewiches us, as 
| to make us fond of her after a Tyranny of 
a whole Climacterick; and if we give her 
any thing out of Affection, ſhe will ſoon 


wheedle us out of all. Such was her good 


Fortune, in K. Charles's the Second's Reign, 
and the Reigns of all the Princes his 
Contemporaries, that the, Miniſters every 
where were in Love with French Politicks, 
whether like other unlawful Amouzrs it 
was Venal and Mercenary, I leave. to 
others to judge. And whether otherwiſe 
any Reaſonable Creature, who might have 
enjoy'd the Liberty at Home, would have 
preferr'd the Maxims of a Prince, who 
firſt enflav'd his own Subjects, and then 
endeavour'd by Fraud and Force, to make 
the reſt of Europe as wretched. It muſt 
be own'd he has a vaſt Genius for Rule, 
Cultivated: by the longeſt Reign of any 
Prince in the French Hittory ; T hat he has 
taken all the ways he could think of, to 
endear himſelf to his People, except the 
only Juſt One, to give them their Li- 
berty : That he ftruck in with their Na- 
tural Vain Humors, and making a falſe 
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Glory his Aim in all things, gave the Vileſt 


of his Slaves the Vanity to think, a ſhare 
of that Brightneſs refle&ed on them, which 
has ſupported and comforted them all in 
Slavery and Poverty. It muſt be own'd 
his Merit was greater in Politicks, than 
that of all the Miniſters of Europe, ſince 
he made Fools of them all. And whether 
he did it by Gold, or by Art, tis no mat. 
ter ; he did it, and that's ſufficient for a 
King. But when in better Times a Hero 
aroſe, whom he could not corrupt or de- 
ceive, when he was ſucceeded by a Gene- 
ral, who by many Glorious Vi&ories, and 
Wiſe Negotiations, baffled all his Councils 
and Armies, beat him out of the Field, 
and out of the Cabinet; and acquir'd an 
Immortal Name, by True Glory, in a 
Tenth Part of the Time of his Boaſted 
Reign, We cannot that conſider this 
Deathleſs Monarch, who was Deity'd by 
his Subjeds, as a Man whom Fortune 
brought forth in a Lucky Period, for his 
Fame, when the World was full of Cor- 
ruption,like Rome, might have been bought, 
if it could have found a Purchaſer. He 
was the faireſt Bidder, and no wonder he 
approach'd ſo near to the Univerſal Mo- 
narchy Sweden and Denmark had juſt com- 
menc'd Slaves as well as France. The 


Empire was harris'd by the Infidels, and 
under the Dominion of a Prince, who 
would rather have done his Buſineſs by 
Prayers than Arms. Spain was Govern'd 
by a Child, Portugal by a Madman, Hu- 
land by a Faction, England by n 

| an 
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and France by a King, Inſtructed in the Arts, 
and Enamour'd of the Charms of Power, 
by the Leſſons and Example of a mighty 
Miniſter, -who had the advantage of a 
Predeceflor greater Aill than himſelf, as 
well in the Art, as the deſire of Empire. 
Since all this is ſo well known, that what 
| have ſaid may be thought an impertinent 
Digreſſion, What Madneſs would it be, 
for ſuch as knowing by what Artifices 
that King roſe to ſo Exurbitant a Power, 
to give into his Snares again, ahd to be 
deluded by a Prince in his Doatage, and 
deſpairwhen they mightprobably get more 
by being Honeſt, than by ſerving him ? 
Tho' we are our ſelves — from the 
Fears of any ſuch Slavery and Treachery; 
yet if he ſhould continue in Poſſeſſion of 
the Mines of Mexico, and the Mountains 
of Potoſi, we may reaſonably fear Humane 
Nature will not be every where as perfe& 
as*tis with us; and that having more to 
give, he may acquire ſtill more than ever. 
It would be no hard, nor no tedious Work, 
to render thoſe Mines as uſeleſs to him, 
as they were to his Father. The Confe- 
derate Armies may next Year Forrage 
near his own Palace, and his Capital be 
the next City in France that pays them 
Contributions. There's nothing that can 
{top them, but Diſunion and Deceit, but 
Corruption and Craft. And ſince it is fo 
Scandalous to be bubbled by one that has 
been ſo well beaten, tis to be -hop'd the 
Allies will always have in view, for what 
they beguft the War, and for what only 
| they 
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they ſhould end it. It was to beget ſuch 
Reflections as theſe, that I lookt into the 


Arcana of the French King's Hiſtory, as far 


as I had Opportunities, without pretend - 


ing to the Confidence of his Councils of 
particular Advantages to know them above 
others, that would be at the ſame trouble: 
But I knew there were not many who 
would make ſuch Inquiries, and yet might 
be pleas'd to have them ſet before them. 
The uſe they may be to Perſons of ſo much 
Curioſity, will compenſate for the Pains 
I have taken, and their own juſt Refle&i- 
ons will make the beft Moral to this 
Hiſtory. 

In looking over ſeveral Voluminous Hi- 
ſtories, and other Collections relating to 
my Subject, I met with ſome Curious Fa- 
pers that are very 4 propoſs to the Matters 
now in Debate, both at the Preſs and in 


Converſation ; ſuch as the Principles of the 


Revolution, the Partition of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, and the like. And among others, 
I could not overlook a Famous Intrigue, 
manag'd by the late Duke of Mountague 
in France, which occaſion'd all the Earl of 
Danby's Troubles when he loft the Staff; 
and that Affair being now ſet in its full 
Light, I ſhall \endeavour to Collect it as! 
find it in ſeveral Places, and leave it entire 


hereafter ; eſpecially becauſe the Story is 


a particular Proof of what I have hitherto 
been advancing, of the Mony Correſpon- 
dence between France and England. For 
whoever was the Agent, it is allow'd by 
all, that the Fact is true. Of che Endear- 


ment 
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ment between the Two Crowns, I ſhall 
ſpeak further, in talking of the Private 
League between King James and Lewis 
TA which | find atteſted, ſufficiently to 
convincea Man who has Liv'd in that Reign, 
or has care fully and impartially read the Hi- 
ſtory of it. But to preſerve alittle, the Or- 
der of Chronology, I ſhall continue this 
Treatiſe in the firſt Place, with the Story of 
the Famous Teſt of Abborrence, an Inſtance 
of the Superlative Loyalty of the Reign in 
which it was to have been Enacted, in which 
will be ſeen what Oppoſition it met with 
even at that Time; and that the Nine in 
| Ten did not fall intirely into Principles 
againſt the Revolution, till Two or Three 
and Twenty Years after their Deliverance 
by it, from Popery and Slavery. So long 
Time, did they take to arrive at ſuch a 
deteſtable Degree of Ingratitude, as to 
inſult the Memory of their Deliverer, and 
to unſay and undo all they have been do- 
ing and ſaying ever fince. A Frenzy 
which is the harder to Cure, for that tis 
a Religious one; it being made a Damna- 
ble Sin now by the Condemn'd Doctor 
and his Brethren, to do what if we had not 
done in the laſt Eighty Eight, would have 
Damn'd us long ago, it there's Damnation 
in Popery. There will be no better way 
to give a true Idea of the Intention of that 
Teſt, than the Timing and Management 
of jt which correſponds exactly to the late 
Ara of the Doctor's Tryal, and the Cir- 
cumſtances preceding and attending ow” 
L. 


The Secret Hiſtory | 
Mr. Marvel in his Growth of Popery, re. 
lates the Matter thus, “ The Conſpiratory 
began therefore, after fifteen Years, to 
« remember that there were ſuch a fort 
« of Men in England, as the Old Cavalier 
« Party ; and reckon'd that by how much 
„ the more Generous, they were more 
« Credulous than others, and ſo more fit 
© to be again abuſed. Theſe were told, 
« that all was at Stake, Church and State; 
« That the Nation was running again 
into Forty One; That this was the time 
| « to refreſh their Ancient Merit, and re- 
& ceive the Recompence double of all their 
| « Loyalty; and that hence forward the 
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« Cavaliers ſhould have the Lottery of all 
te the Great or Small Offices in the King- 
« dom, and not ſo much as Sir Jeep 
&« illi amſon to have a ſhare in it. I wiſh 
the Reader would make the Compariſon 
between the Year 1675, and 1710, him- 
ſelf; for I am very little verſt in Parallels, 
and whatever my Imagination may furniſh 
me with for my ſelf, I ſhould certainly 
| want Words to expreſs it; wherefore | 


ſhall be content with repeating what this 
Honeſt and Witty Author ſays on that 
Subject. By this means, they indeed 
c. defigned to have rais'd a Civil War, 
« for which they had all along provided, 
« and to which they had on purpoſe, both 
% in. England and *cotland, given all Pro- 
“ yocation, if it would have been taken; 
that ſo they might have a Raſe Campaiy! 
of Religion, Government, and Propri- 

| 6 ety. 
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te ety. But there could not have been a 
« greater Affront and Indignity offer d to 
« thoſe Gentlemen (and the beſt did fo re- 
« fent it) than, whether theſe Hopes were 
real or not, to think them Men that might 
© he hir'd to any baſe Action. or whether, 
« as hitherto but imaginary, that by Ere&- 
© ing the late King's Statue, that whole 
« Party might be rewarded in Effigie. 
While theſe things were upon the An- 
« yil, the 10th of November was come for 
the Parliament's Sitting, but that was 
« put off till the 13th of April, 1675. 
« And in the mean time, which fell out 
© moſt opportune for the Conſpirators, 
te theſe Councils were matur'd, and ſome- 
thing further to be contriv'd, that was 
« yet wanting: The Parliament accord- 
“ ingly meeting, and the Houſe of Lords, 
as well as that of the Commons, being 
© in Deliberation of ſeveral wholeſome 
& Laws, ſuch as the preſent. State of the 
Nation required, the Great Deſign came 
© out, in a Bill unexpeRedly offer?d one 
Morning in the Houſe of Lords, where- 
* by all ſuch as enjoy'd any Beneficial 
„Office or Employment, Eccleſiaſtical, 
* Civil or Military, to which was ad- 
“ ded Privy Councellours, Juſtices of the 
peace; and Members of Parliament, 
* were under a Penalty to take the Oath, 
* and make the Declaration of Abhor- 
* rence enſuing. 


M 1 A. B. 
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A. B. do declare, That it is not Lanjd 

upon any Pretence whatſoever, to take y 
Arms againſt the King, and that J do abby 
that Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by li 
Authority, againſt his Perſon, or againſt thi 
that are Commiſſioned by him in Purſuais o 
ſuch Commiſſion. And I do Smear that I nil 
not at any time, endeavour the Alteration of 
the Government, either in Church or State, 


So help me G OD. 


This Teſt was incerted in the Five Mi 


AR in Oxford, relating to Nonconformiſtz 


in the Year 1665. but was Vaigorouſy 
oppos'd by the Lord Treaſurer, the Earl 
of Southampton, Lord Wharton, Lord 4. 
ley, and others. It was ſeconded the 
lame Seſſion, by another Bill in the Houſe 
of Commons, to have impos'd that Oath 
on the whole Nation, but it was thrown 
out, and that very remarkably ; for 
Mr. Peregrine Bertie being newly Choſen, 
was that Morning introduc'd into the 
Houſe by his Brother, afterwards Earl of 
Lindſey, and Sir Thomas Osborn, now Duke 
of L. who all three gave their Votes . 
gainſt that Bill; and the Numbers were 
ſo even upon the Diviſion, that their 


Three Votes carried the Queſtion againſt it 


This indeed is not the only Time his Grace 
the Duke of Leeds has exerted himſelf in 
the Cauſe of Liberty; what he did in 
Concert with the late Duke of Devonſhire 
in the North, at the Revolution, is but 3 
later Inſtance of the Juſt Principle by wm 
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he acted, in giving his Negative to this Teſt, 
Four or Five and Twenty Years before: 
When it was brought into the Houſe in 
Seventy Five, many were the Brave and 
Noble Patriots, who declar'd againft it, 
and their Names ought to Live with 
Honour, in the Grateful Remembrance of 
their Poſterity. I cannot agree with a 
certain Writer at that time, in his rude 
Expreſſions, ſpeaking of this Bill, and 
whence it came. How true his Remark is, 
leave to the Judgement of others. This 
State Maſter-Piece ſays he, was hatch'd (as 
almoſt all the Miſchiefs of the World had hither - 
to been) amongſt the Great Churchmen, and is 
Project of ſeveral Years, but found not Mi- 
niſters bold enough to go through with it, until 
theſe New Ones, who wanting a better Bottom 
to ſupport them, betook themſelves wholly to this, 
to make 4 diſtinct Party from the reſt of the 
Nation, of High Epiſcopal Men, and the Old 
Cavaliers, who were to ſwallow the hopes of 
enjoying all the Power, and Offices of the King- 
m. They deſign'd alſo, to have the Govern= 
ment of the Church Sworn to as unalterable, - 
and ſo tacitly own'd to be of Divine Right ; 
which tho inconſiſtent with the Oath of Supre- 
„het the Churchmen eaſily break through 

al Obligations whatſoever, to attain this Station, 
in requital to the Crown, they declare the 
overnment Abſolute and Arbitrary, and allow 
Monarchy, as well as Epiſcopacy, to be Jure 
Divino, and not to be bd or limited by 
Humane Laws. And a little after he pro- 
ceeds thus, And now comes this Me- 
.- morable Seſſion of April 13. 75, than 
M 2 *« which 
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« which never any came with more Ex. 
& pectation of the Court, or Dread and 
« Apprehenſion of the People. TheOffcer 
% Court-Lords, and Biſhops, were clearly 
« the Major Vote in the Lord's Houſe; 
« and they aflur'd themſelves, to have 
e the Commons as much at their diſpoſe, 
© when they reckon'd the Number of the 
© Courtiers, Officers, Penſioners, increas 
© by the addition of the Church and C4 
& valier Party; beſides the Addreſs they 
* made to Men of the beſt Quality there, 
c by hopes of Honour, great Employment, 
* and ſuch Things as would take. Ina 
&« Word, the French King's Miniſters, who 
« are the great Chapmen of the World, 
« did not out do ours at this time, &. 
When Laws are made, every one know 
what Homage is due to them; a Paſſive 
Obedience is the leaſt of our Duty, but 
their Sanction is leſſen'd in the Minds of 
Honeſt and Thinking Men, when they knov 
what ill Circumſtances attended their Birth 
and that they were the Purchaſe of a Party 
The Diſpute about the Teſt of Abhorrence,wis 
a bold Struggle for Liberty; it would have 
gone farther than the Act, 12 Car. 1 1. which 
the laſt Addreſs from Radnor, declares to be 
the Meaſures of Obedience, tho' never vi 
there greater Streſs laid upon a Law, than 
has been lately upon that. It has been the 
Ground Work of all the Arguments ust 
by Men of Principles oppoſite to ttt 
Revolution. The Divinity of the late 
Doctrines, has not ſo Solid a Foundation 


in Scripture, as in this Act; and __ 
that 


1 
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hat can be ſaid either Reaſonably or Lear- 
nedly for Reſiſtance in ſuch Caſes, as that 
of King James; all the Friends to the Ab- 
lication, are ſilenc'd by the Statuey which 
bs not only urg'd as a Law, but as the Ge- 
eral Senſe of the Nation. *Twas this 
ve me a Curioſity to inquire into the 
IMethods that were us'd in thoſe Times, to 
prepare us for Slavery; and the Reaſons 
given to juſtify them, are the ſame with 
which our Pulpits now ring. The Reverend 
Fathers of our Church, have ſince the Re- 
volution, aton'd by their Zeal for the 
Publick Good, for all the Court Complai- 
ſance of their Predeceſſors. The Prelates 
have in all Reigns, been the beſt Inſtances 
of the good or ill Diſpoſition of the Prince. 
Their Order therefore is not touch'd by the 
Demerit of ſuch as have diſhonour'd it. 
The Guilt returns to the Source from 
whence they themſelves came; and ſince 
in ill Times, every thing is corrupted, it 
cannot be expected that a Prince will then 
take much Care whom he ſets aver our 
Teachers; ſince *'tis not his Intereſt that 
the People ſhould be well Taught. Good 
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Princes have nothing more at Heart, than 
to ſupply the Church with good Governors. 
His late Majeſty, and our preſent Sove- 
eien, have ſet a Bright Example in this, 
so their Succeſſors. And the Neglect of 
WF their Predeceſſors, in the Choice of Biſhops, 
Vas one of the greateſt Grievances their 
Subjects had to complain of. We ſhalt 
from the above-mention'd Author, ſec 


how they manag'd themſelves with reſpect 
| 3 =" "0 
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to the Teſt I am now treating of. He gow 
on, © In this Seſſion, the Biſhops Wholly 
« laid aſide their Zeal againft Popery, 
« The Committee of the whole Houle for 
« Religion, which the Country Lords had 
* cauſed to be ſet up again, by the Exam- 
& ple of the former Seſſions, could hardly 
de get at any time, a Day appointed for 
& their Sitting; and the main thing de- 
cc ſign'd for a Bill Voted in the former 
c Seſſion, The Marrying our Princes to none 
« but Proteſtants, was rejected, and carried 
&« in the Negative, by the Unanimons 
& Votes of the Biſhops Bench; the Lay- 
&« Lords not underftanding from hoy 
£ excellent a Principle this proceeded, 


* commonly call'd them for that Reaſon, 


cc the DeadWeight : And they really prov'd 
4 ſo in the following Buſineſs ; for the 
& third Day of this Seſſion, this Bill of the 
% Teſt, was brought into the Lord's Houle 
*© by the Earl of L. L. C. a Perſon of great 
Quality, but in this impos'd upon; and 
© received its firſt Reading, and Appoint- 
*© ment for the ſecond, without much 
** Oppoſition ; the Country Lords being 
© defirous to obſerve, what Weight they 
** put upon it, or how they deſign d to 
«© manage it. Thus far my Author, 
Who Living at that Jun&ure, and being 8s 
plainly appears by his Writing, well ac- 
quainted both with Men and Things, 5 
the beſt Authority I can be Govern'd by 
on this Occaſion. When this Bill, which 
would have reduc'd us to the miſerable 
Condition of the Swedes and Danes, — 
e | muc 
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much about the ſame time, was read a 
ſecond Time, the Lord Finch, then Lord 
Keeper, recommended it to the Houſe in 
an Elaborate Speech, calling it A Moderate 
Security to the Church and Crown, which no 
Honeſs Man could refuſe ; and whoever did, 
mould give great Suſpicion of Dangerous and 
Antimonarchial Principles. Other Lords, who 
were for the Bill, declaim'd very much 
upon the Rebellion of the Late Times; Forty 
One, and Antimonarchial Principles, be- 
ing the only Topicks which ſome Florid 
Preachers and Arguers have to go upon. 
The Earl of Shaftsbury oppos'd it with his 
uſual ſtrength of — and Eloquence, 
and ſo did the Lords of the Country Party, 
earneſtly preſſing, That the Bill might be 
laid aſide, and that they might not be engag'd 
in the Debate of it; or elſe, that the Freedom 
they ſhould be forc'd to uſe, in the neceſſary 
Defence of their Opinion, and the Preſerving 
their Laws, Rights and Liberties, which this 
Bill would overthrow, might not be miſconſtrued; 
for there were many things that muſt be ſpoken 
upon the Debate, both concerning Church and 
State, that it was well known they had no Mind 
to hear. And when it was carried by Num- 
bers to go upon it, there was a Proteſtati- 
on againſt it, in theſe Words. 


E whoſe Names are under Written, be- 

ing Peers of this Realm, do, according 

ts our Rights, and the Ancient Uſage of Parli- 
aments, declare, That the Queſtion having been 
put whether the Fill, (Entitled an Act to pre- 
vent the Dangers which may ariſe from 
M4 Perſons 
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Perſons diſaffected to the Government,) 
doth ſo far intrench upon the e of this 


Houſe, that it ought therefore to be caſt on, 
it being reſolv d in the Negative, We do hum- 
bly conceive, that any Bull, which impoſeth a 
Oath upon the Peers with a Penalty, as this doth, 
that upon the Refuſal of that Oath, they ſhall he 
made uncapable of Sitting and Voting in this 
Houſe : As it is a thing unprecedented in for, 
mer Times, ſo is it in our Humble Opinim, 
the higheſt Invaſion of the Liberties and Privi. 
leges of the Peerage, that poſſibly may be, and 
moſt Deſtructive of the Freedom which the 
ought. to enjoy, as Members of Parliament, 
becauſe the Privileges of Sitting and Voting in 
Parliament, is an Honour they have by Birth, 
and a Right ſo Inherent in them, and inſepa- 
rable from them, as that nothing can take it 
away, but what by the Laws of the Land, muſi 
wit hal take away their Lives, and corrupt their 
Blood ;, upon which Ground, we do here enter 
eur Diſſent from that Vote, and aur Proteſtati- 
en againſt it. 


Buckingham, Howard, E. of Berk. 


Bridge water, Mohun, 
Wincheſter, Stamford, 
Salisbury, Hallifax, 
Bedford, De la Mer, 
Dorſet, Eure, 
Alesbury, Shaftsbury, 
Briſtol, Clarendon, 
Denbigh, x Grey Roll, 
Pagitt, Say and Seal, 
Hollis, Wharton. 
Peter, 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding this, the Great Officers 
and Biſhops call'd out for the Queſtion of 
referring the Bill to a Committee, which 
the Country Party oppos'd, in a Debate 
that laſted Five Days; and then it was 
Committed, Againſt which, the follow» 
ing Proteſtation was Entred, 


HE Queſtion being put, whether the 
ill (Entitled An Act to prevent the 
Dangers which may ariſe from Perſons 
diſaffected to the Government) ſhould be 
Committed, it being carried in the Affirmative ;, 
and tho after ſeveral Days Debate, we are in 
no meaſure ſatisfy'd, bur ſtill appre hending that 
this Bill doth not only ſubvert the Privilege and 
Birth-Right of the Peers, by impoſing an Oath 
upon them, with the Penalty of loſing their 
Places in Parliament; but alſo, as we humbly 
conceive, ſtrike at the very Root of Government; 
it being neceſſary to all Governments, to have 
Freedom of Votes and Debates, in thoſe who 
have Power to alter and make Laws; and be- 
fide, the expreſs Words of this Bill, obliging 
every Man to abjure all Endeavours to alter 
the Government in ahe Church, without regard 
to any thing that Rules of Prudence in the Go- 


vernment, or Chriſtian Compaſſion to Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, or the Neceſſity of Aﬀairs at any 
time ſhall, or may require; Upon theſe Conſi- 
derations, we humbly think it to be of Dan- 
gerous Conſequence, to have any Bill of this 
Nature, ſo much as Committed ;, and do Enter 


eur Diſſent from that Vote, and Proteſtation 
gainſt it. 


Buck- 
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Buckingham, . Clarendon, 
Winton, | Stamford, 
Salisbury, Shaftsbury, 
Denbigh, Wharton, 
Briſtol, / Mohun, 


. Howard of Berks, Dela Mer. 


The Court Lords, and the Biſhops, fell fu- 
riouſly on the Proteſtators, —— 
not only ſevere Proceedings againſt their 
Perſons, but to have taken away the Liberty 
of Proteſting with Reaſons; which Denxil, 
Lord Hollis, defended witbſo great Ability 
and Learning, that al the oppoſite Party 
could get by a Debate of ſeveral Hours, 
was a Vote, That the Reaſons given in the ſaid 

. Proteſtation, did reflect upon the Honour of the 
Houſe, and were of Dangerous Conſequence. 
There happen'd ſomething in this Debate, 
ſo very much to the Honour of my Lord 
Hollis, that I cannot paſs it by ; for when 
it was at the Height, and the Proteſtin 
Lords in danger of the Tower, he beg 
Leave of the Houſe, to put his Name to 
that Proteſt, and take his Fortune with 
thoſe Lords, becauſe his Sickneſs had forc d 
him out of the Houſe the Day before, and 
not being at the Queſtion, he could not by 
the Rules of the Houſe, Sign it. We 
fee what Affection the Promoters of this 
Teſt had to their own and their Fellow- 
Subjects Liberties. What Spirit the Stick- 
lers for the Divine, Indefeazible, and un- 
alienable Right of Princes, have always 


been animated by; how naturally ſuch 
Doctrines 
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Doctrines lead Men to every thing that is 
S|aviſh and Arbitrary : And had not the 
Fate of King James made it a Jeſt, for 
Churchmen to Preach as they do, the 
fame Sanction would have been ſtill fix'd 
on them. [The Country Lords, for ſo my 
Hiſtorian diſtinguiſhes the Parties, reſent- 
ing the Votes paſt againſt their Proteſtati- 
on, Entred another in theſe Words. 


THEREAS it 15 the undoubted Privi- 
lege of each Peer in Parliament, when 

4 Queſtion is paſt contrary to his Vote and Judge 
ment, to enter his Proteſt ation againſt it; and 
that in Purſuance thereof, the Bill (Entitled 
An Act to prevent the Dangers which may 
ariſe from Perſons diſaffected to the Go- 
vernment) being conceiv'd by ſome Lords, to 
be of ſo Dangerous a Nature, as that it was 
not fit to receive the Countenance of a Commit- 
ment; thoſe Lords did Proteſt againſt the Com- 
mitment of the ſaid Bill, and the Houſe having 
taken Exception at ſome Expreſſions in their 
Proteſtation, thoſe Lords who were preſent at 
the Debate, did all of them ſeverally and volun- 
tarily declare, That they had no Intention to 
reflett upon any Member, much leſs upon the 
whole Houſe , which is humbly conceived, was 
more than in Strictneſs did conſiſt with that 
Abſolute Freedom of Proteſting, which is inſe- 
parable from every Member of this Houſe, and 
was done by them meerly out of their great 
Reſpeft to the Houſe, and their earneſt Deſire 
to give all Satisfaction concerning themſelves, 
and the Clearneſs of their Intentions : Yet the 
Houſe not ſatisfied with this their — 
ut 
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but proceeding to a Vote, That the Reaſons given 
in the ſaid Proteſtation, do reflect upon the Ho- 
nour of the Houſe, and are of Dangerous Conſe. 
quence We whoſe Names are under written, 
conceiving our ſelves, and the whole Houſe of 
Peers, extreamly concerned, that this preat 
Wound ſh uld be given (as we — rn 
to ſo Eſſential a Privilege of the whole Peerage 
of this Realm, as that of Proteſting, do now ac- 
cording to our unqueſtionable Right) make uſe of 
the ſame Liberty to Enter this our Diſſent from, 
and Proteſtation againſt the ſaid Vote, | 


Bucks, Say and Seal, 
Winton, Hallifax, 
Bedford, Audley, 
Dorſet, Fitzwater, 
Salisbnry, Eure, 
Bridgwater, Wharton, 
Denbigh, Mohun, 
Berks, Hollis, 
Clarendon, De la Mer, 
Alesbury, Grey Roll. 
Shaftsbury, 


As little as this Piece of Hiſtory has 
jelation to our preſent Times, when only 
the Bigotry or Intereſt of ſome Clergy- 
men, has made thoſe Tenets as are con- 
tain*d in this Teſt, a Part of our Faith, 
and that on Penalty of Damnation, yet it 
is with Pleaſure we read of ſo many great 
Names vigorouſly withſtanding a Bill of 
ſuch Tendency, in a Free Nation. And 
it muſt give one a Horror of thoſe mad 
Proceedings in the Days of Anarchy, when 

an 
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in Aſſembly full of ſo many Illuſtrious 
Patriots as the Houſe of Peers, was Voted 
Uſeleſs and Dangerous. The Uſe and Safety 
of them, have Eminently appear'd in later 
Times, and there is not a good Engliſh 
Man, that does not reflect with the deepeſt 
Senſe, on the Noble Stand they have made, 
when more than once, the Deſigns of ill 
Men had taken Effect without it. It can- 
not be pretended, that theſe I ords were 
Schiſmaticks and Fanaticks. Were the 
Lords, Dorſet, Berks, Clarendon, Aylesbury, 
Hallifax, Briſtol, &c. charg'd with Schiſ- 
matical or Antimonarchial Principles ? 
Did not they carry the Prerogatives 
of the Church and Crown, as high as 
the Higheſt, and only refus'd to Sacri- 
fice their Underſtandings and their Birth- 
rights, to the advancing of them ? Yet all 
who dare deny any Article of this State 
Creed, are now branded as Hereticks and 
Rebels, tho? I verily believe Her Majeſty 
has not in her Dominions, more Loyal, 
and more A ffectionate Subjects, than thoſe 
who would as boldly Proteſt againſt ſuch 
Opinions, as the Lords did againſt the Bill 
that aflerted them: There ſeems indeed 
to be more Complement to the Crown, 
in an Unlimited Obedience, but that 
Complement is paid, by ſuch as attack 
it moſt in Eflentials, and would deprive 
it of its Eccleſiaſtical Supre macy; Which ſhews 
us for what Reaſon it 1s, that an Abſolute 
Dominion is ſo furiouſly Preach'd up; and 
that *tis not to center only in the Prince, 
but td be divided by the Prieſthood. If 
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the Power of the Crow is allow'd to he 


boundleſs, the Church is at the ſame time 


declar'd to be Independant ; and the Obe. 


dience of theſe Men, conſequently of no 


more Extent than they think fit, the 
being themſelves their own Judges; —1 
as they pretend, the State having no right 
to bring them to an Account. By this it 
is evident, however ſpecious their Preten- 
ces to Loyalty are, the Crown will always 
be ſafeſt in the Legal and Willing Obedi- 
ence of its Subjects; and that its True 
Intereſt is never meant by thoſe that would 
extend its Empire beyond Reaſon. I can- 
not think this Digreſſion irregular, ſince 
it was for the ſake of ſuch Reflections, that 
I lookt ſo far back into our Hiſtory, as 
this Teſt, which has certainly as many Fa- 
vourers now, as When it was firſt ſet on 
Foot. And all the Arguments us'd to 
juſtifie the Unconditional, Unlimited Obe- 
dience now ſo much in Vogue, only to 
affront the Revolution, on which the pre- 
ſent Government is Founded, are the ſame 
made uſe of to procure this Oath of Ab- 
horrence ; and conſequently the Reaſons 
againſt it, will be the beſt Defence of thoſe 
Principles which brought about the Revo- 
lution, the Baſis of our Eftabliſhments 
both in Church and State. I ſhall there- 
core repeat as many of the Arguments a- 
gainſt this Teſt, as are to my Purpoſe, and 
will ſerve for the beſt Anfwer to all the 
Libellous Sermons and Pamphlets that have 

1mpos'd on the Publick. | 
The Lords againſt the Bill, after _ 
Cams 
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Committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, obtain'd Two Previous Votes, one 
That no Oath ſhould be impos d by any Bill, or 
otherwiſe, upon the Peers, with a Penalty, in 
caſe of refuſal, to loſe their Places or Votes in 
Parliament, or Liberty to Debate therein. The 
other, Thot there ſhould be nothing in this Bill, 
which ſhould extend to deprive either of the 
Houſes of Parliament, or any of their Members, 
of their juſt and Antient Freedom and Privilege, 
of Debating any Matter or Buſineſs which ſhall be 
proper d or debated in either of the ſaid Hou- 
ſes, or at any Conference er Committee of both, 
or either of the ſaid Houſes of Parliament, or 
touching the Repeal or Alteration of any Old, or 
preparing any New Laws, or the redreſſing any 
Publick Grievance, but that the ſaid Members 
of either of the ſaid Houſes, and the _— of 
the Houſe of Peers, and every of them, ſhall 
have the ſaid Freedom of Speech, and all other 
Privileges whatſoever, they had before the ma- 

king of this Atk- However, upon the Re- 
port from the Committee, x Vote paſt, 
That all Perſons who have, or ſhall haye 
Right to Sit and Vote in either Houſe of 
Parliament, ſhould have the Oath impos?d 
upon them. Againſt which, Proteſted the 


following Lords. 
Bucks, Denbigh, 
Bedford, Dorſet, 
Winton, Shaftbury, 
Salisbury, Wharton, 
Berks Eure, 
Bridgwater, De la Mer, 
Stamford, Paget, 
Clarendon, Mohun, 


And | 
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And their Reaſon for it, proves how much 
more favour was ſhewn to Papiſts than 
others; becauſe, ſay the Lords, It had been 
offer d, and inſiſted npon, that the Proviſo in 
the late Af, Entituled, An Act for pre- 
venting Dangers that may happen from 
Popiſh Recuſants, might be. added to the Bill 
depending, whereby the Peerage of every Peer of 
this Realm, might be preſerv'd in this Bill, a 
fully as in the ſaid late Aft. Which was 
not admitted. 4 

It was obſerv'd by the Earl of Bullingbrole, 
a Man of great Abilities, and Learning in 
the Laws, that tho' there was a Proviſo, 
to preſerve the Freedom of Debates and Votes in 
Parliament, yet the Oath remain'd notwith- 
ſtanding that Proviſo, upon all Men that 
ſhall take it, as a Prohibition, either by 
Speech, Writing, or addreſs to endeavour 
any Alteration in Religion, Church or 
State; even upon the Members of both 
Houſes, otherwiſe than as they ſpeak and 
Vote in open Parliaments or Committees. 
This was ſeconded by my Lord De la Mer, 


and the Lord Shaftsbury preſently drew up 


ſome Words for preſerving the ſame Rights, 
Privileges and Freedoms, which Men then 
enjoy*d by the Law. It was now that the 
Court-Lords and Biſhops, ſhew'd with the 
greateſt Plainneſs, what they aim'd at; 
inſomuch that the Duke of Lauderdale, 
tho' under the Load of Two Addreſſes, 
told the Committee, as did alſo the Lord 
Keeper and Lord Treaſurer, They intended 
to prevent Caballing againſt the Government. 


That none ſhould preſume to Converſe 
about 


* 
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about State-Affairs but themſelves, out of 
the Two Houſes of Parliament, which 
would have reduc'd us in England, to the 
Terms of French, or Turkiſh Slavery, or per- 
haps worſe. And when they could not an- 
ſyer what was forcibly urg d againft them, 
tis faid they turn'd it off with fooliſh 
Jeſts, and awkard Raillery, and at laſt had 
recourle to the Queſtion. 

To prevent any more Proteſtations, the 
Houſe for the future, reported not the 
Votes of the Committee, and Parts of the 
Bill as they paſt them, but took the ſame 
Order as is obſerv'd in other Bills, not to 
report to the Houſe till they had gone thro? 
with it, and to report all the Amendments 
together. The Blll being read over by the 
Committee, the Lord Halliſax ſpoke ad- 
mirably againft Oaths of any kind. That 
a there really was no Security to any State by 
Oaths, ſo alſo no Private Perſon, much lefs 
Stateſmen, would ever order his Affairs as re- 
lying on it; no Man would ever Sleep with open 
Doors, or unlockt up Treaſure, ſhould all the 
Towns be Sworn not to Rob : So that the uſe of 
multiplying Oaths, had been moſt commonly to 
exclude, or diſturb ſome Honeſt Conſcientious 
Men, . who would never have prejudiced the 
Government. He inſiſted, That the Oath im- 
put by the Bill, contained Three Clauſes; The 
Two former Aſſertory, and the laſt Promiſary ;; 
end that it was worthy the Conſideration of the 
Biſhops, whether Aſſertory Oaths which were 
properly appointed, to give Teſtimony of a Mate 
ter of Fatt, of which a Man is capable to be 
fully aſſur'd by the Evidence of his Senſe, be law- 
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fully to be made uſe of, to confirm or invalidg, 
Doctrinal Propoſitions , and whether that Ii. 
giſlative Power, which impoſes ſuch an Oaj, 
doth not neceſſarily aſſume to it ſelf an Inſalih. 
lity ? And as for Promiſary Oaths, it was d. 
ſir d that thoſe Learned Prelates would conſul 
the Opinion of Grotius, De jure Belli & Pacis | 
who ſeems to make it plain, that thoſe kind i 
Oaths are forbidden by our Saviour, and ue. | 
ther it would not become the Fathers of an 
Church, when they have well weighed the Pla | 
he Quotes out of the New Teſtament, tobe nr 
tender in multiplying Oaths, than hitherto th 
Great Men of the Church have been? Bu WM, 
whatever this Lord, and others could ax WW, 
to the contrary, the Bs. ſays my Author, WW. 
k 
( 
F 
. 


carry'd the Point, and an Oath was order'd 
by the Major Vote. 
I be next part of the Debate. was about 
Members of Parliament, &c. and the Pre. 
vious Votes were urg'd in their behalf. But WW, 
the Lord Keeper, who mov'd to have then i 
incerted, aid with equal Aſſurance and Wt, 
Eloquence, The Houle was Maſter of their WW; 
own Orders, and the Interpretation of tc 
them. e 
When theſe Words, I A. B. Do declar n 
that it is not Lamſul upon any Pretence whatſo 8 
ever, to take up Arms againſt the King, came 4. 
to be conſider'd, the Lords againſt the d 
Bill, urg'd, that it might introduce a great n 
Change of the Government, to oblige all Ms, 
the Men in great Truſt in England, to de. 
clare that exact Boundary, and Extent of Hot 
the Oath of Allegiance, and enforce ſome Hot 


things to be ſtated, that are much bettet 4 
m- 0 
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:;voly'd in Generals. There is a Law of 
25 Edward III. That Arms ſhall not be ta- 
ken up againſt the King, and that it is 
Treaſon to do ſo, and it is a very juſt and 
reaſonable Law. But it is an Idle Queſti- 
on at beſt, to ask whether Arms in any 
Caſe, can be'taken up againſt a Lawful 
Prince, becauſe it neceflarily brings in the 
Debate in every Man's Mind, how there 
can be a Diſtinction then left, between 
Abſolute and Bounded Monarchies, if 
Monarchs have only the Fear of God, and 
no Fear of Humane Refiftance to reſtrain 
them. The Arguments are of that length, 
that I can only give the Reader a Hint of 
them. The Strength of them were ſuch, 
that the Court, and the Court-Lords, took 
Care to have them burnt as ſoon as made 
Publick. We have been lately told, that 
the Word Reſiſtance was never heard of till 
within theſe very few Years, except in the 
Days of Rebellion and Anarchy. This has 
been ſaid in the Pulpit, and in a Preſence, 
which, if the Preacher had not the Fear of 
God before him, one would think a near- 
er Terror might have touch'd him, and 
made him not dare to affert ſuch a fla- 
grant Falſity in ſuch an Auditory. Can 
any thing be more Poſitive than this Evi- 
cence, let the World determine; and of 
that Cauſe alſo, which wants ſuch Wicked 
Supports. 

The next thing in Debate, was that part 
of the Teſt, from whence is took the Name 
of the Oath of Abhorrency, And, That I do 
whor that Treacherous Poſition of taking 6" 
| N 2 y 
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by his Authority, againſt his Perſon. To 
which it was objected, that the Poſition a 
here laid down, is Univerſal ; and yet in 
moſt Caſes, it is not to be abhorred by Ho- 
neſt or Wiſe Men. For there is but one 
Caſe, and that never like to happen again, 
where this Poſition is like to be Traiterou, 
and that is the Caſe of the Long Parliz- 
ment, made perpetual by the King's own 
Act, by which the Government was per- 
fectly alter'd, and made inconſiſtent with 
it ſelf. Then Inſtances were given, where- 
in this Poſition was fo far from being Tra- 
terous, that it was both Neceſtary and 2 
Duty. As in the Two Caſes of Henn VI. 
of England, and Charles VI. of France, who 
were in the Hands of their Enemies, and 
not to have taken Arms againſt thoſe that 
had aſſum'd their Authority, and had their 
Perſons for their Warrant, would certain- 
ly have been a Breach of their Allegiance. 
In theſe and the like Caſes, it was not 
juitity d, but that the ſtrict Letter of the 
Law might be otherwiſe Conſtrued ; and 
the Old Biſhop of Macheſter ſaid, That to 
take up Arms in ſach Caſes, is not againſt, but 
for the Perſon of the King. In which his 
Lordſhip did not ſeem to be entirely of 
the ſame Mind with the Lord Keeper; for 
to teſtifie his own, Abhorrency, he had this 
Expreſſion in a Speech of his, Away wit 
that ill meant Diſtinction, between Natural and 
Politique Capacities. To which Mr. Mar 
thus replies, © He is too well read, to be 
* Ignorant, that without that Diſtinction, 


* there would be no Law, nor Ry of 
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« [aw left in England, to which End ic 
e was; and to put all out of Doubt, that 
« this Teſt requires to declare Men's 
« Abhorrency, as of a Traiterous Poſition, to 
« take Arms againſt thole that are Com- 
« miſſion*d by him, in purſuance of ſuch 
« Commiſſion. And yet neither the Te- 
« nor or Rule of any ſuch Commiſſion 
« ſpecified, nor the Qualification of thoſe 
| © that ſhall be Arm'd with ſuch Commiſ- 
« ſions, expreſt or limited. Never was 
« ſy muchSenſe contain'd in ſo few Words. 
„No Conveyancer could in more Com- 
« pendious or binding Terms, have drawn 
« Diſſettle ment of the whole Birthright of 
« England.” This naturally brings me 
to the Third Part of the Teſt, Or againſt 
thoſe that are Commiſſionated by him. It was 
obſerv'd upon this, that if any King here- 
after, ſhould contrary to the Perition of 
Right, Demand, or Levy Mony by Privy 
Seal or otherwiſe, and cauſe Soldiers to 
enter and deſtrain for ſuch illegal Taxes ; 
in ſuch a Caſe, any Man might defend his 
Houſe againſt them, and yet this is againſt 
the Words of the Declaration, made in 
this Teſt. The Lord Keeper ſaid theſe 
were Remote Inſtances : To whom the Earl 
of Salisbury excellently reply'd, That they 
mould not hereafter prove ſo, when this Decla- 
ration had made the Practice of them juſtifiable. 
Here the Mask was plainly pluck: off, as the 
Author from whom I have taken a good 
part of theſe Arguments, ſays; and Arbi- 
trary Government appear'd barelac'd, a 
standing Army to be Eſtabliſhed by AG 
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of Parliament; for it was ſaid by ſever] 
of the Lords, That if whatever is by th 
Kings Commiſſion, be not oppos'd by the King" 
Authority, then a Stauding Army is Law, when- 
ever the King ple aſes; and yet the King 
Commiſſion was never thought ſufficient 
to Protect, or Juſtify any Man, where it 
18 againſt his Authority, which 1s the Lay, 
This allow'd, alters the whole Lay of 
England, in the moſt Eflential aud Funds. 
mental Parts of it, and makes the whole 
Law of Property become Arbitrary, and 
without Effect, whenever the King ples. 
ſes. It is to be wiſhd, that all good Englij- 
AF: would ſeriouſly conſider who were 
the Men, and what their Principles, that 
would have reduc'd us to the Condition of 
the Swedes and Danes, to have depended on 
the Will of the Prince; for then they would 
not now hearken as they do, to the ſame 
Ort of Men, and countenance the ſame 
Opinions, which would with this Teſt have 
mage the Monarchy of England Arbitrary 
and Abſolute. Indeed, the beſt Bulwark ve 
ha ve now againſt it, is the Diſpoſition of out 
Sovereign, whoſe Royal Pleaſure Centers 
in the Law, and whom, not the Perſwaſious 
nor Flatteries of 11] Men can ever temp! 
to Invade it. One cannot have a better 
Notion of the Fatal Conſequences that 
muſt have attended this Teſt, if it had 
prevail'd, than in what Andrew Marv! 
writes of it. For as to the Commiſſion, if it 
be to take away any Man's Eſtate, or his Lt 
by Foree, yet it 1s the King's Commiſſion. 0! 
if the Perſon Commiſſionate, be under ne ver |» 
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many Diſabilities by Acts of Parliament, yet 
his taking this Oath, removes all thoſe Incapa- 
cities, or his Commiſſion makes it not diſputable. 
But if a Man ſtand upon his Defence, a good 
Judge for the Purpoſe, finding that the Poſition 
is Traiterous, will declare that by this Lum, he 
is to be Executed for Treaſon. As ſtrong as 
the Court Party was in the Houſe, ſuch 
was the Power of Truth, they could not 
carry this abominable Declaration, with- 
out adding, Againſt thoſe that are Commiſſi- 
ned by him according to Law, in Time of 
Rebellion and War. 

We come now to what will fully evi- 
dence the Deſigns of the Clergy, in theſe 
and other Times, by ſuch unwarrantable 
Complacency to the Court. The Church 
Government muſt not cn any Account be 
alter'd, no more than the State. [do Swear 
that 1 will not at any Time, endeavour the Al- 
teration of the Government, in Church or State. 
Againſt which, the Objection lay moſt 
plain and ftrong, at the firſt Entrance of 
the Oath, That there was no Care taken 
of the Doctrine, but only the Diſcipline 
of the Church. The Papiſts need not fcru- 
ple the taking this Oath, for Epiſcopacy 
remains jn its full Luſtre, tho* the Popiſh 
Religion was introduc'd. But the King's 
Supremacy is juſtled aſide by this Oath, and 
makes better room for an Eccleſiaſtical 
One; inſomuch that the Party were forc*d 
immediately to have it thus Worded, 
Iwill not endeavour to alter the Proteſtant Re- 
lizion, or the Government, either of Church or 
State, And they valu'd themſelves fo 
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much on their Condeſcentionin this Mater, 
that they now call'd their Teſt, A Security 
for the Proteſt ant Religion. he Author lam 
ſo much indebted to, expreſſes himſelf on 
this Occaſion, © But the Country Lords 
„ wonder'd at their Confidence in this, 
« ſince they had never thought of it be. 
% fore, and had been by pure ſhame, com- 
&< pell'd to this Addition. For it was not 
unknown to them, that ſome of the Bio 
themſelves had told ſome Roman Catholic 
Lords of the Houx, That Care hai hein 
talen, that it might be ſuch an Oath, as might 
got bear upon them. There was a great 
Struggle againſt the Words, Endeavour to 
alter. 

The Earl of Shaftsbury ſaid, It is 4 fa 
different thing to bel eve, or to be fully perſna- 
ded of the Truth of the Doctrine of our Church, 
and to Swear never to Endeavour to alter, 
which laſt mus be utterly unlawful, unleſi you 
place an Inſallibity either in the Church, or ju 
ſelh you being otherwiſe oblig*d to alter, len. 
ever a clearer or better Light comesto you. And 
he deſir'd leave to 2sk, Where are the Boun- 
daries, ar where ſhall we find bow much i; 
meant by the Proteſtant Religion? 

I muſt now make ule of the Words of my 
Author, and he tells us in Anſwer to tis 
« The Lord Keeper thinking he had got an 
“ Advantage, defires it might not be told is 
© Gath, or Publiſh'd in the Streets of Aska- 
** lon, That a Lord of ſo great Parts and Emi 
* wence, and profeſſing himſelf for the Churth 
© of England, ſhould not know what is mean 
© by the Proteſtant Religion. This was * 
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« ded with great Pleaſantnebs, by divers of 
& the Lords the Biſhops, but the Biſhop 
« of Wincheſter, and ſome others of.them, 
© were pleas'd to concleſcend to Inſtruct 
« that Lord, That the Proteſtant Religion was 
« compre hende in the Thirty Nine Articles, 
« The Liturgy, The Catechiſm, The Homi- 
ic lies, and The Canons. Thus were all the 
Proteitant Churches of Furote, charg'd at 
once with Popery and Schiſm, unleſs they 
Subſcrib'd to the Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
the Church of England. But I ſhall not 
trouble the Reader with my Reflections 
on this Head, ſince we have much better 
in the ſame Memoirs. 

To this the Earl of Shaftsbury reply'd, 
That he beg'd ſo much Charity of them, to be- 
lieve that be knew the Proteſtant Feligion ſo-well, 
and was ſo confirm'd in it, that he hop'd he ſhould 
Burn for the Witneſ* of it, if Providence ſhould 
call him to it. But he might perhaps think ſome 
things not Neceſſary, which they accounted 
Eſlential. Nay, he might think ſome Things 
not true, or agreeable to Scripture, which the 
might call Doctrines of the Church. Beſides, 
when he was to Swear never to Endeavour to 
alter, it was certainly neceſſary to know how far 
the Extent of this Oath was; but ſince they 
had told him that the Proteſtant Religion was in 
thoſe Five Traits, he had ſtill Power to ask 
whether they meant thoſe whole Tracts were the 
Proteſtant Religion, oy only that the Proteſtant 
Religion was contain'd in all theſe, but that every 
Part of theſe was not the Proteſtant Religion ? 
If they meant the former of theſe, then he 
was extreamly in the dark, to find the 

| Doctrine 
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Doctrine of Predeſtination in the XVIIIth 
and XVIIth Articles, to be omn'd by ſo fey 
great Doctors of the Church, and to find the 
XIXth Article to define the Church, direftly 
as the Independants do. Beſides, the XXth 
Article, Statins the Authority of the Church 
is very dark; and either contradifts it ſelf, ur 
ſays nothing, or what is contrary to the kno 
Laws of the Land. Further, Several other 
things is the XXXIX Articles, have been 
Preach'd and Writ againſt, by Men of great 
Favour, Power and Preferment in the Church, 
He humbly conceiv'd the Liturgy was 10 fi 
Sacred, being made by Man the other Day, and 
thought to be more differing from the Diſſenting 
Proteſtants, and leſs eaſie to be complied with; 
upon the advantage of a Pretence wel! known to 
us all, of making Alterations as might the 
better Unite us: Inſtead of which, there“ 
ſcarce one Alteration but widens the Breach, 
and no Ordination allowed by it here, (as it 
now ſtands laſt Reformed in the Act of Uni- 
formity) but what is Epiſcopal ; ſo that 4 
Popiſh Prieſt is capable when converted, of an 
Church Preferment, without Re-Ordination 
but no Proteſtant Miniſter, not Epiſcopally 
Ordain'd, but is requir'd to be Re- ordain'd; 
as much as in us lies, Unchurching all the 
Foreign Proteſtants that have not Biſhops, 
the” the contrary was both allom'd and practiſ d, 
frem the beginning of the Reformation, to the 


time of that Act; and ſeveral Biſhops made 


ſuch, as were never Ordain'd Prieſts by Biſh- 


ops; and he thought to Endeavour to alter, 


and Reſtore the Liturgy, to what it was in 
Queen Elizabeth's Days, might conſiſt with 


his 
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his being a very good Proteſtant. As to the 
Ca echiſm, he really thought it might be mend- 
ed, and durſt declare to them, it was not well, 
that there was not a better made. For the 
Homilies he believ'd there might be a better 
Book made; and Home. III. Of Repairing and 
keeping Clean of Chucches, might be omit- 
ted. What is yet ſtranger than all this, the 
Canons of our Church, are directly the Old 
Popiſh Canons, which are ſtill in Force, and 
no other; as will appear, if you turn to the Stat. 
25 Hen. cap. 10. confirwd and receiv'd by 
1 Eliz. where all thoſe Canons are Eſtabliſi d, 
till an Alteration ſhould be made by the King, 
in purſuance of that Act, which was attempted 
by Edward VI. but not perfected, and let alone 
ever ſince; for what Reaſon, the Lords the 
Biſhops, could beſt tell; and it was very bard, 
to be oblig'd by Oath, Not to endeavour to 
alter, either the Engliſh Common-Prayer Book, 
or the Canon of the Maſs. The Reaſons of 
this Lord, and others that ſpoke to the 
ſame thing, were ſo Cogent, that the Houſe 
ſeem'd convinc'd of the Neceſſity of ar 
Expedient. 

The Lord Wharton offer*d as a Cure to 
the whole Oath, and what might make it 
paſs in all the Three Parts of it, to add 
theſe Words at the latter end, As the ſame 
1s, or ſhall be Eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament. 
But to uſe the before mentioned Authors 
own Expreſſion, This was not endur'd at all. 
The Lord Grey of Ro!ſtone, offer d another 
Expedient, which was the Addition” of 
theſe Words, by Force or Fraud, and then 
it would have run thus, J do Smear not to 
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endeavour by Force or Fraud, to alter. This 
was alſo a Cure that would have paſt the 


whole Oath, and ſeem'd as if it would have 


carried the whole Houſe, the Duke of 
York, and Biſhop of Rocheſter, both ſecond. 
ing it; but the Lord Treaſurer, according 
to the Memoirs I have made uſe of, ny 
had privately before conſented to it, ſpeaking 
againſt it, gave the Word and Sign to that 
Party; and it being put to the Queſtion, the 
Major Vote anſwer'd all Arguments. And 
they were ſo fluſht by their Majority, that 
without conſidering the remainder of the 
Teſt, they would have then put it to the 
Queſtion entire, which was oppos'd by the 
Lord Mohun, and after by ſo great a Diſ- 
order in the Houſe, as ever was ſeen there; 
proceeding “ /ays my Author, from the 


< Rage thole unreaſonable Practices had. 
© caus'd in the Country Lords. They 


c ſtanding up in a Body, and crying out 
* Adjourn, with ſo loud a continu'd Voice, 
& that when Silence was obtain'd, Fear 
© did what Reaſon could not do, and put 
© off the Queſtion for the whole Teſt. 
Now comes the Conſideration of the latter 
Part of the Oath, Nor the Government it 
Church or State. And what a Correſpon- 
dence there is between thoſe of the Prieſt- 
hood, that have of late aſſerted their Hate. 
pendency, and onall Occaſions prefer d their 
Intereſts to that of the Crown, and the 
Biſhops who were ſo Zealous for this Bill, 
will appear by the Marſhalling the Church 
and State, in this Teſt, wherein the Church 
came firſt to be conſider d. The Lords a. 

gainſt 
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gainft the Bill Objected That it was not 

eeable to the King's Crown and Dignity, to 
have his Subjects Sworn to the Government of 
the Church, equally as to himſelf That it 
ought to be well undorſtood, before ſuch 
an Act paſt, What the Government of the Church 
was, and what the Boundaries, whether it 
derives no Power nor Authority, nor the 


Rxerciſe of any Power, Authority or 


Fun&ion, but from the King as Head of 
the Church, and from G O D, as through 
him all his other Officers do; otherwiſe 
there would be Imperium in Imperio, and 
Two diſtin& Supream Powers, inconſiſtent 
| with each other in the ſame Place, and 
ever the ſame Perſons. The Memoirs 
tell us, The Biſhops all:dgd, that the 
« Priefthood, their Power and Authorities, 
« were deriv'd immediately from God, 
but that the Licence of Exerciſing that 
Authority and Power in any Country, 
is deriv'd from the Civil Magiftrate. 
* To which it was reply'd, That it was 4 
Dangerous thing to ſecure by Oath an Att 
** of Parliament, thoſe in the Exerciſe of an 
Authority and Power in the King's Country, 
and over his Subjects; which being receiv'd 


from Chriſt himſelf, cannot be alter d or li- 


* mited by the King's Lam; and that this 
vas directly to ſet the Mitre above the 
“Crown. It was further offer'd, that this 
®* Oath was the greateſt Attempt that 
had been made againſt the King's Supre- 
© macy, ſince the Reformation. For the 
“ King in Parliament, may alter, dimi- 
© niſh, enlarge, or take away any Biſho- 
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« prick. He may take any Part of a Dio- 
« ceſs, or a whole Dioceſs, and put them 
« under Dears, or other Perſons; for if 
<« this be not Law.ul but that Epiſcopacy 
« ſhould be Jure Divino, the maintaining 
« the Government as it is now, is unlaw. 
« ful; ſo that at beſt, that Government 
& wants Alteration, that is ſo imperfeꝗly 
<« ſettled. ; 

What the Biſhop of Wincheſter aſſerted 
of the Antiquity of Epiſcopacy, and the 
Anſwer to it, | ſhall not repeat; it being 
a very ungrateful Task, to enter into a 
Debate, which reflects the leaſt on that 
Order, for which all good SubjeQs have ſo 
high a Veneration, and to which the Britiſh 
Conſtitution has been o much indebted 
fince the Revolution, The Glory the 
Reverend Fathers of our Church, have ſo 
juſtly acquir'd by their Zeal in the Cauſe 
of Religion and Liberty, makes it invidu- 
ous to look back into the Actions of thoſe, 
who for Worluly Ends had too little Con- 
cern for both; and what I ſhall quote out 
of the Papers before me, is not at all in- 
tended to bear hard on any; but the Me- 
mory of thoſe, who by their Complacency 
to the Times, had loſt the Eſteem due to 
their Character. For which no Man can 
have a greater Reſpect than my ſelf; for 
no Church was happier in her Spiritual 
1 than is now the Church of Eng- 
land. 

The Lord Wharton, upon the Biſhops 
Claim to a Divine Right, ask'd, as the 
Author calls it, 4 very _ Queſtion, Whe- 
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ther they then did not Claim alſo, A Power 
of Excommunicating their Prince ? The Pre- 
lates being preſs'd for an Anſwer, ſaid 
They never had done it, And the Lord Hal- 
liſar reply'd, That that might well be, for 
ſince the Reformation, they had hitherto had too 
great 4 Dependance on the Crown, to venture 
on that, or any other Offence to it. 

As to the other Clauſe about the Sate, 
it was objected, it would overthrow al 
Parliaments, and left them capable of no- 
thing but giving Money, For what is the 
Buſineſs of Parliaments, but the Altera- 
tion, either by adding, or taking away 
ſome Part of the Government, either in 
Church or State? And every New Act of 
Parliament 1s an Alteration: And what 
kind of Government in Church or State, 
muſt that be, which I muſt Swear upon 
no Alteration of Time, Emergency of 
Affairs, and Variation of Humane Things, 
Never to endeavour to alter? Would it not 
be requiſite, thatſuch a Government ſhould 
be given by God himſelf, and that with all 
the Ceremony of Thunder, Lightning, and 
viſible Appearance to the whole People, 
as the Law was given to the Jews. ——— 
| was ſatisfy'd upon reading theſe, and 
other Arguments of the ſame Nature, 
that they would have more Authority than 
the Intereſted or Venal Arguments of the 
Modern Preſs or Pulpit ; and the Place 
they were ſpoken in, the Perſons they were 
addreſt to, adds a Sanction to them, whichit 
would be great Aſſurance in any one toque- 


ſtion; it being a. Struggle of the Peers of 
Freeland, 


ordinary Methods to recover. The Lord 


ſerving the Freedom of Debates in Parliament, 
'which was alſo ſtrongly ſupported by the 


ing the main Deſign of the Bill, from 
thence forward it was manag'd with lels of 
Warmthby the Favourers of it. The Mar- ed 
quiſs of Wincheſter, before the finiſhing of 
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England, for that Freedom which we were 
forc'd a few Years after, to uſe very extra- 


Stafford himſelf, whoſe Fate afterwards i; 
ſo well known, as great a Bigot as he was 
to Popery, tho” he had till now been for 
the Bills, yet ſuch was the Strength of the 
Reaſons againſt it, with reſpett to this Part 
of the Teſt, that he freely declar'd, There 
ought to be an Addition to the Oath, for pre- 


Earls of Bridgewater, Denbigh, Clarendon and 
Alesbury; and the oppoſite Party was in the b 
end oblig'd to agree, that the Oath ſhould 

run thus. 


A. B. do Swear, that I will not endeavour to 17 
alter the Proteſtant Religion, now by Lan 0 
Eſt abliſh d, in the Church of England, nor the ar 


Government of the Kingdom in Church or State, c 
as it is now by Lam Eſtabliſh'd, &c. of 
Po 
be 


And a Proviſo for Freedom of Dehates 
in Parliament was mention'd, which break- 


the Oath, temnder'd an Additional one, * 
which N been very ſerviceable Ho 
to the Publick, if it could have been * 
paſt. . er t 
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Do Swear that I will never by Threats, In- 
[ junftions, Promiſes, "Advantages, or Invita- 
nion by, or from any Perſon whatſoever, nor from 
the Hopes or Proſpect of any Gift, Place, Office, 
or Benefit whatſoever, give my Vote, other than 
according to my Opinion and Conſcience, as I 
ſhall be truly and really perſmaded, upon the 
Debate of any Buſineſs in Parliament. | 


So help me GOD. 


For this was intended only to be taken 
by the Members of both Houſes, 


To this the Lord Keeper ſeem'd very 
averſe, and declar'd in a fine Speech, /t 
was an uſeleſs Oath, for all Gifts, Places am 
Offices, were likelieſt to come from the King, 
and no Member of Parliament in either Houſe, 
could do too much for the King, or be too much 
of bis fide , and that Men might lawfully and 
vorthily have in their Proſpect, ſuch Offices or 
Benefits from him W hen this was Doctrine 
taught in ſo Auguſt an Aſſembly, is it not 
yonderful that we have ſo long preſery'd 
our Liberties; but there was a Noble Band 
of Peers that ſtood in the Breach, and defend- 
ed their Birth- rights with equal Courage 
ind Reaſon Theſe reply d, That Men had 
len, might, and were likely to be in either 
Houſe, too much for the King as they call d it, 
md that whoever endeav ur d to give more Pows 
r to the King, than the Law and Conſtitution 
if the Government had given, eſpecially if it 
[ended to the introducing an Abſolute and Arbi- 

O trary 
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Judgment, by the Proſpett of Advantages and 
Rewards; tho when it is conſider d, that e 
Deviation of the Crown, towards Abſolute Pop. 


End, tho' back d by Power, which may 
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trary Government, might juſtly be ſaid to do tw 
much for the King, and to be corrupted in hi; 


@s@s wwe 8 1 = 


er, leſſens the King in the Love and Affection of 
his People, making him betome leſs their Intereſt ; 
4 Wiſe Prince will not think it a Service dine 
him. Which modeſt and juſt Reaſoning, 
ſhews what little need Truth has of any 
Authority but its own to ſupport it ; and 
how vain the contrary will prove in the 


humble, but will never convince. The 
remaining Part of the Debate, related to 
Lords and Commons. As to the former, it 
was ſaid they were ſubjected by this Teſt, 
c to the meaneſt Condition of Mankind, 
« if they could not enjoy theirBirth-rights, 
« without playing Tricks ſuitable to the 
« Humour of every Age, and be forc'd to 
« Swear to every Frenzy of the preſent 
« Times. Three Years ago, 'twas Al 
Liberty and Indulgence, and now tis ſtrift and 
« rigid Conformity, and what it may be in 
ce {ſome ſhort Time hereafter, without the 
6 Spirit of Propheſy ing, might be ſhroudly 
« gueſt by a conſidering Man. To 
which the Court Lords had nothing to fay, 
and it appear d now, that they were re- 
ſolv'd to give up the Field of Argument, 
and rely on the Major Vote. The Dukeof 
Buckingham to put off the Queſtion, made 
a Speech late at Night, of Eloquent and Well 
plac'd Nonſenſe. ſhewing admirably how well 


he could do either jn that or Senſe, * 
c 
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he had before try'd often in vain. Bytthe 
Earl of W —— perceiving what he would 
be at, demanded the Queſtion; and in my 
Author's Phrafe, The Major Yote, Ultima 
ratio S natuum & Concilierum, carry'd it as 
the Court and Clergy would have it. 

The Debate laftedYeventeen whole days. 
The Houſe during that time, Sate often till 
Midnight, but the Oppoſition this Bill met 
with, and a Diſpute about Privilege ari- 
ſing between the Two Houſes, were the 
Occaſion that the Lords who were for the 
Bill, took fo little Care of it afterwards, 
that twas never reported from the Com- 
mittee to the Houſe. c 

Never was there ſhewn ſince the Re- 
ſtauration, ſuch a Spirit of Liberty, as in 
the Oppoſition to this Bill, which would 
for ever have put an end to any in Eng- 
land, Nor has the Debate a little Reſem- 
blance with the Vigour that was lately ex- 
erted in the ſame Cauſe, on the Tryal of 
the Incendiary. The Temper of the Clergy 
vas the ſame then, as ſome hot Men of 
em bave ſince ſhewn in the ſame Contro- 
verſy, with this difference only, that there 
vas more Folly in the latter, the Court 
being againſt em, and more Corruption 
in the former, the Miniſtry being making 
a bold Effort to attack our. Conſtitution, 
which muft have ended in its Subverſion. 

What is moſt In- glorious to the Lords, 
Who call'd themſelves Proteſtants, and 
yet gave this Countenance to Diſpotic 
rower, is, that the very Roman Catbolicks 
oyn'd Heartily with the other Lords, 
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that ſo reſolutely vindicated their own 
and the People's Liberties. Beſides, the 
Lord Stafford before mentionꝰd, the Lord 
Petre was warm againſt this Bill, and 
ſpoke often, as did the Lord Audly, 
and both are to be found among the Pro- 
teſting Lords, which 'occafion'd this very 
juſt Obſcrvation of my Author. But thu 
much I ſhall ſay of the Roman Catholick 
Peers, that if they were ſafe in their Eftat,, 
and vet kept out of Office, their Votes in tha 
Hon would not be the moſt unſafe to England 
of any ſort of Men in it. Andif we look into 
our Hiſtory before the Reign of Henry VII. 
we ſhall not find the Clergy in ſuch Slayiſh 
Diſpoſitions, as the worſt of em, tho not 
the leaſt, have ſince diſcover'd ; not out 
of Conviction Iſuppoſe, but to complement 
the Power that prefers them. I cannot 
cloſe this matter, without obſerving the 
Zeal of ſome Lords in it, as indeed there 
was Reaſon, their Al being at Stake. 
Among the moſt Zealous, we find the Earls 
of Bedford, Devonſhire, Burlington, the Earl of 
Stamford, the Lord Say and Seal, and the 
Lord Pagett. The Lord Viſcount Hereford 
and the Lord Viſcount Townſend, diſtin- 
we themſelves on this Occafion. The 
Zarl of Carnarvan came out of the Countij 
on purpoſe to give his Vote againſt thi 
Bill; and the Earl of Bedford, Rutland 
the Lord Sandys, the Lord Herbert of Che. 
bury, the Lord North, and the Lord Cen 
ſent their Proxies. But rodeliver all theit 
Names to Poſterity in Records, wol 
thy their Merit, muſt be the Bai 
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Th D. ef Buckingham, 


The * of Rutland, 
The Earl of Bedford, , 
The Earl of Dorſet, 


The Earl of Salisbury, 


The E. of Bridgwater, 
The E. of Devonſhire, 
Tie E. of Bullingbrook 
Tire Earl of Berks, 

The Earl of Briſtol, 


The Earl of Car narvan, 


Te Earl of Ay lesbury, 
The Earl of Denbigh, 
The Earl of Stamford, 
The E. of Clarendon, 
Ibe E. of Shaftsbury, 
The E. of Burlington, 
The Lord Fi — He- 
reford. 
The Lord Viſcount Say 
and Seal. 


Marq. of Wincheſter, . 
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of ſome Immortal Pen; to which I ſhall 
te Proud to be afliſting, by handing them 

— as far as my have come ta my Know- 

that follow were not all, 

— * Weight and Number become ſo 


The Tord Vi ſcopnt 
Townſend. | 
The Lord Vi ſcount 
Stafford. 
The Lerd Vi count 
Hallifax. - 
The Lord Audley, 


- The Ld. Fitzwater, 


The Ld. 8 


The Lord Eure, 


The Lord Pa gett, | 

The Lord Mabun, a 

The Lord Sandys, 

The Lord Herbert 
of Cherbury. _ 

The Lord. Grey of 
Rolſton. 

The Lord Nort h, 


Tue Lord Crew, 
The Lord Petre, 


The Lord Hollis, 
The LordDela MS. 


Tho? this Teſt : was drop'd in this man- 
ner, the Motives that — it upon the 
Stage continu'd, which were to ruin the 
Principles that afterwards ſav'd us from 


theWarſt of Slaveries,as was the Phraſe two or 
O 3 three 
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three'Years ago. The Treaſurer as has been 
hinted, was one of the Three who gave the 
Negative to it, Oxford, tho* now it ſeems 
his Mind was chang'd, and he war 
eſpous'd it. This, and ſome other Court 
Practices, made him loſe the Favour of 
the Commons, and hè took ſo little Care 
to recover it, that at laſt the Leading 
Members agreed Not to conſent to give the 
King any Money, while the preſent Lord Tria- 
ſurer continued. So high did they carry 
Matters againſt his — that King 
Charles was fatisfy'd their Zeal for the 
French War, was to leave him in it, and make 
uſe of it to ruin his Miniſters, as he expreſt 
himſelf on that Subject. I can't imagine 
why Miniſters ſhould be always ſo afra 
of War, eſpecially thoſe that have the 
Money Affairs under their management, 
Is it becauſe they are afraid of Parliaments, 
and that when a Houſe of Commons is 
made neceſſary to the Crown, the neceſſ- 
ty of redreſſing Grievances prefies harder 
upon them? One thing however I hare 
taken notice of, that the Miniſters who 
have formerly been moſt for Peace with 
France, have never fail'd to have been al- 
ways ready to War with Holland, which | 
do not underftand : For they could not 
make War upon the Dutch without Mony, 
no more than againſt the French; and the 
Houſe was never fond of giving Supplies 
to ſuch dangerous Purpoſes. The Secret 
muſt be, that the French King was always 
willing to furniſh Money for that end, 
and they got more by him, than they * 
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to do by the States, who depended on 
the Ties of our Mutual Intereſts, which 
are not ſome times ſtrong enough, to cope 
with the Engagements of Faction and Cor- 
ruption. | © Sg 
The Miftery of the Differences between 
the E. of D —— and Mr. Mount ague, is 
not likely to be laid fully open .in our 
ſtories, and it is fill a Secret which will 
be bury d with ſome of thoſe that in King 
Charles's Reign, made the People of Eng- 
land ſo uneafy and unhappy. It muſt 
own'd by all Impartial Men, that the then 
Lord Treaſurer, was no more a Friend to 
France than to the Duke of Teri, who was 
never a Friend to him. Ant it is as well 
known, that the late Duke of Mount ag ue 
was as forward as any Body, in adhering 
to that Cauſe, which France and her Friends 
endeavour'd to ruin here, as it had far d 
under Lewis XIV. Yet that both of thoſe 
Great Men were clear of any unwarranta- 
ble Commerce with the French Court, to 
the hazarding our Conſtitution, and with 
that our Liberty for ever, is not to be be- 
liev'd. The Author of the Compleat Hiſtory 
of England, has given ſome Account of this 
| Matter, but fo little in favour of the Lord 
D — that he has thought fit to Publiſh 
a Volume of Original Letters in his own 
Vindication, with Remarks, and ſome 
Particulars of Fact not mention'd any 
where elſe. The Hiſtorian ſays, the In- 
trigues of the Miniftry with the Court of 
France, were another Danger which xrais'd 


the Jealouſy of the Commons. This ap- 
OF pear'd 
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rd more eſpecially, by a Meſlàge from 
= King, on December the 19th, 1678 de- 
liver'd to the Houſe of Commons. Tha 
his Majeſty having received Intimation that his 
late Ambaſſador in France, My. Mountagye 
a Member of that Houſe, had held ſeveral pri- 
vate Correſpondencies with the Pope's Nuntis 
there, without any Directions or - Inftruftion 
from bis Majeſty : His Majeſty, to the end he 
might know the Truth of that Matter had given 
Orders for the ſeizing of Mr. Mountague's 
Papers. I have been inform'd by a very 
good Hand, that Mr. Mountague having 
timely Notice of this intended Searchof his 
Papers, and that he was to be charg'd with 
all the Guilt of the French Buſineſs, did uſe 
his utmoſt Endeayours to be choſen 2 
Member of Parliament, and accordingly 
was choſen at . To prevent 

eſign 


the Blow that was d him, he 
mov'd in the Houſe, that he had ſome- 
thing to communicate of the laſt Impor- 
tance, and defir*'d the Door might be lock d, 
which being done, he acquainted them 
that he had ſeveral Papers in his Cuſtody, 
relating to ſome Tranſactions in France, 
which he was apprehenſiive would be taken 
from him, and he deſir'd their Protection, 
and that they might be immediately ſent 
for, which was done. By this means, the 
Meſſengers from Court were prevented, 
and the Papers were produc'd in the 
Houſe, agreeable to the Account given in 
the before- mention d Hiſtory in theſe 
Words. 


| Upon 
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Upon which Mr. Mountague, in his own 
A acquainted the Houſe, « That he 
« had in his Cuſtody ſeveral Papers, which he 
6 conceiv'd might tend very much to the Safety 
« of bis Majeſty's Perſon, and the Kipggdom. 
And accordingly a Box of Writings was. 
ſent for, and opened in the Houſe, and 
Two Letters were produc*d and fead in 
the Houſe, Subfcribed Darby ; in the firſt 
of which, Dated London, 17 Jan. 1677. is 
contained as follows, but I take the Con- 
tents from · the Letter of his Lordſhip's 
own Publiſhing, as being the faireſt way of 
proceeding. F : 

« Your Intelligence concerning Mr. 
« Ruvigny, has not been the leaſt of your 
« Favours, and hitherto his Sons Steps 
© have been very ſuitable to your Infor- 
« mation, for yeſterdav he came to me 
« with Mr. Barillon, (having given me his 
« Fathers Letters the Day Vefore) a 
© diſcourſed much upon the Confidence the King 
& bath of the Firmneſs of ours to him; of the 
% good Opinion be hath of me; of the King's 
* Reſolution to condeſcend to any thing that is 
& not infamous to him, for the Satisfattion of 
* our King. How certainly our King may de- 
© pend upon all Aſſiſtances aud Supplies from bis 
« Maſter.” This cannot be deny d to be 
a very unlawful Correſpondence with the 
French Miniſters, and which ſhould not 
have been known by. a good Engliſh Man, 
but it ſhould have been as ſoon diſcover'd 
and fruſtrated. Be it as it will, we muſt 
go further than all this for the Riſe of it, 
and perhaps it will be found that the King 
| 5 himſelf 
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himfelf was entirely the Maſter of this 
Affair, both in the Contrivance and the 
Conduct of it; and that the Guilt of the 
Treafurer, if any at all, was Paſſive: For 
ſome time before this, Mr. Monmagiue, 
(afterwards Duke of Mountague) by King 
Charles Command, told Mr. Ruvigny, then 
the French Miniſter in England, That the King 
thought he had given great Marks of his Sincerny, 
in breaking in upon the Triple Alliance. Apain, 
That while he had been joyn'd with his Mafter, 
he had extreamly advanc d his own Intereſt, and 
none of his Majeſtys. Monfieur Ruvięny re- 
ply'd, After ſuch great Sums his Maſter had 
7 in England, it was hard he ſhould be left 


a Separate Peace with Holland. 'To this 
r. Monntague anſwers, As for the Sum of 
Money, they were not ſo great as to regret the 
Payment; that to his Knowledge, the Cromn of 
France paid to the Crown of Sweden, Tu- 
Millions and a half for being Neuter, and that 
bis Majeſty, who was ſo Great and fo Powerful a 
Ning. b Three Millions for ſo vaſt a Fleet, 
and tocoo Men fuffer'd to paſs over into the 
French Service. This is mention'd not only 
as a further Proof of the Money fron 
France, but alſo of the double Dealing of 
England and Sweden in the Triple League. 
Mr. Mountague, upon this Conference with 
the French Ambaſſador, told my Lord Ar-. 
lington, that Mr. Ruvigny was ſo frightes 
at the mention of taking up the Triple All 
again, He was ſure, if he were well manag d, 
the Three Millions the King had during the War, 
might be continu'd to him, And within a feu 
Days Mr. Ruvigny, coming to- Mr. Mounts 
Renee: : gut; 
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gue, askt him what he ſhould do, for my 
Lord Treaſurer was in the Prince of Orange's 
Intereſt; and the Miniſters turning againſt 
France, M. 1 —— told him, The beſt way 
was, (if his Majeſty 
to offer the Continuance of the Three Millions 
2 the War, for in this World no Body does 
any thing fer nothing; and the French Ambaſ- 
ſador allowd the Advice he gave was good, and 
what his Maſter was oblig'd to him for. Accord- 
ingly he propos'd it to the Court of France, 
and it was conſented to, only with a Re- 
commendation to be as good a Husband of the 
=_ Money as he could, which he Negoti- 
ated ſo well, that he got King Charles to 


be content with a Penſion of 100000 


Pounds. Mr. M —— being ſent to France, 
in a ſecond Ainbaſly, writes thus to King 
Charles, in a Letter Dated June 21. 1677. 


cWV OUR Majeſty may believe me, if 

1 Mr. Ruvigny had not manag'd, in 
© hopes to make his own Fortune by ſuch 
« a Service, you had had Three Hundred 
« Thouſand Piftoles a Year, where now 
« you have but One. I trouble You, SIX, 
with all theſe Particulars, that you may 


the better know your own Power and 


« Greatneſs, and conſequently ſet agreater 
Value upon it. I am ſure the Greatneſs 
« of the King of France, is ſupported on- 
* ly by your Majeſty's Connivance at 
© what he does, and the Good Will Chri- 
i ftendom ſees you have for him. Though 
* Afrer-Games are hard to play, I think 
* I underſtand this Court ſo well, if you 

| care 


1 


would accept of it,) 
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cc care to have it done. I am confident 
& [ could get you by Agreement a Mil. 
©« lion of Livres a Year, to be paid 
« whilſt the War ſhall laſt, and Four 
& Millions after the Peace ſhall be made; 
I mean, Sir, over and above what you 
©« have from France now. 


Here was a noble Trafick for a King of 

Great Britain. No leſs than that of his 
Honour, the Proteſtant Religion, and Li- 
berties of Europe ; for the Paultry Benefit 
of 2 or 300000 Pounds a Year. The A- 
gent had doubtleſs his Inſtructions from 
the King, or he durſt not have made him 
ſo Scandalous a Propoſal. The Perſon that 
did it in all the other Actions of his Life, 
was ſo true a Patriot, that *tis amazing 
how he ſhou'd in this ſo far forget the 
Hereditary Zeal of his Noble Family for 
the Publick Good. He was in this Affair 
ſo conſcious of the Guilt of it, that he 
was afraid any body ſhould know it but 
his Mafter ; for in the ſame Letter, he ſays, 
« Sir, If you approve of my Propoſition, be 
© pleaſed to write me Five or Six Lines with 
« your Demands and Directions, and | 
« doubt not but to give you a good Account 
« of it. Since I 4 not know which of 
« your Miniſters you are willing to truſt, 
« TI have taken the boldneſs to give you 
*© this Trouble, and if you truſt any, | 


had rather it were my Lord Treaſurer, 
«& becauſe I think he is the beft Judge of 
« ſuch an Affair; and except you ſhall 
& think it for your Service, that he = 

this“ 
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« this Letter, I humbly beg my Siſter may 


« ſee it burnt. The Earl of ob- 
ſerves juſtly enough in his Remarks on 
this Letter, that tis plain the M 
Affair was tranſacting with the Lord Ar- 
lington, before he knew ny thing of it, 
— ſo much muſt be own'd ; but how far 
that excuſes his giving into it after, I leave 
the. Reader to judge. At the ſame' time 
that the French Court paid ſo many Mil- 
lions to England and Sweden. 1 paid 
many more to other Princes, and parti- 
cularly to the Dukes of Bavaria and Han- 
over. The latter being at that time a Pa- 
piſt, and in the Intereſt of France; the 
Duke of Bavaria had. I hree Millions of 
kivres a Year. While this buſineſs was 
tranſacting with Monſieur Pompone and 
the French Miniſters at Paris, Monſieur 
Courtin, . then Ambaſlador from France at 
London, had brought King Charles to ac- 
cept of 2 Millions of Livres; and it ap- 
pears that the E. of D. was in the Secret 
a long while before the above mention'd 
Letter for Monſieur Pompone aſlur'd Mr. 
Montague the King had-condeſcended to it 
de concert avec le Grand Treſorier. How- 


ever 200000 Pounds Sterling was inſiſted 


upon. There was one Reaſon given why 
it 4 be ſo many Pounds and not 
Livres, becauſe King Charles had been ab- 
ſelutely the occaſion of t 
queſts in Flanders. 


French King*s Con- 


It 
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lt might have been pretended that this 
Money was wanted as the Treaſurer ſaid, 
for that the King was apprehenſive of 4 breach 
with Spain, and was afraid he muſt be 42 
great Charge about the Weſtern Iſlands. This 
was faid very gravely, and as if we were in 
mortal dread of another Spaniſh Armada: 
However, it was a poor pretence, for after 
the Peace was to be concluded, Mr. Aſan- 
tague ſays, in his Letter of the zoth of 
Auguſt; © I am confident I can bring on 
« my firſt Propoſition of Four Millions 
« after the Peace what follows,intimates 
that the Treaſurer was not fo averſe to 
the Affair, as is inſinuated in thoſe Let- 
ters; © I dare flatter my ſelf ſo much, 
« as to believe you will approve the ſteps 
© ] have already made towards effecting 
«K it. The Peace between France and the 
Allies was actually treating at Nimeguen, 
by King Charles Mediation, while we 
were bargaining for theſe Millions; Was 
ever Court more Janus than ours. How 
can it be expected the Dutch ſhou'd have 
a Frontier, or the Spaniards their Towns, 
when we were unwilling to offend France, 
for fear of ſtopping the Money Affair. 
4 did not think it proper, ſays our An- 
« baſſador to the King, nor for your Ser- 
« vice to infiſt upon the Reſtoring the 
« Towns, and to charge my ſelf too with 
&« Propoſitions of Money. Yet I take the 
“ liberty to put you in mind, Sir, that it 
vou come not to a Breach with France, you 
« may certainly accommodate your own Affairs. 
„And it is not reaſonable that they 
&« ſhou'd 
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« ſhou'd go away with all the Advantage 
« of a War, that you have really help'd 
« them 2, 22 r — 
« your m1 * omething v 
| Courtly, and at the ſame time. —_ 
merry follows. That which theſe Gen- 
tlemen were tranſacting for King Charles 
vas the giving up the Common Cauſe 
abroad, and Invading our Conſtitution 
at home by che negle& of Parliaments, 
which this bad Bargain, prompted him 
to, yet the Ambaſlador ſeriouſly tells 
him, „ And I am ſure there ſhall be 
« nothing that I ſhall always Study, nor 
« Wiſh ſo much, as what may for 
« your Honour and Advantage. 

When this Matter was brought before 
the Houſe, wherein Mr. M. prevented 
the E. of D. the latter, defir'd ſome 
Letters from the former might be Read 
in his Juſtification, which was deny'd. 
him. But it does not conſiſt with the 
Impartiality of an Hiſtorian, to refuſe 
ſuch Juſtice to a Perſon accus'd. He 
ought to diveſt himſelf of Party-Prejudice 
and Paſhon, which often corrupt the moſt 
Publick Judgments ; and I ſhall therefore 
mention what 1s material in them. The 
Firſt ſpeaks of Mr. Rzuvigny, the Son's 
being ſent to England, and 2 his Errand. 
« By the near Relation he has to my 
* Lady Vaughan, who is his Couſin Ger- 
* man, = the particular Friendſhip 
* which his Father and Son have with 
Mr. William Ruſſell, he is to be intro- 
* duc'd into-a great Commerce with the 
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C Male-Contented Members of Parliz. 
« ment, and inſinuate what they ſha 
« think fit to croſs your (the E. of Dr) 
«© Meaſures at Court. The Second i; 
much more in the E. of D's. Favour. 
« Ruvigny's Chief Errand is to let the 
« King know, that the King of Fran: 
« did hope he was ſo firm to him, as not 
cc to be led away by the Grand Treaſurer: 
« He was an Ambitious Man, and to k 
& himſelf with the People, would gratifie 
c their Inclinations, by leading his Mafter 
cc into an unreaſonable War. That a3 
« for Money, if he wanted that, he 
c ſhould have what he would from hence. 
c Again Old Ruvigny that values him- 
« ſelf for knowing England, has given it 
« them for a Maxim, that they muſt 
« diminiſh your Credit before they could 
& do any good. 

*Tis moſt certain, the E. of D. was 
then entirely in the Intereſts of the 
Prince of Orange, and the ſhare he had 

in the Marriage of the Princeſs Mary to 
that Prince ſhews that he was pot the 
beſt Friend France had in Ergland. His 
Highneſs when he was at Margate, in his 
way with his Bride to Holland, wrote to 
him; © I was deſirous that the laſt thing 
« | do, before I go may be thanking you 
& for all the good Offices you have done 
« me, and intreating that I may always 
& have the Continuance of them. 

Again, from Honſler Dyck, ** I could 
& not forbear writing to repeat the offers 


& of my humble Service, and to affure 
Jen 
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« you of the true Senſe I have of all the 
« Obligations you have laid upon me. 
There was before this Marriage a very 
Friendly Correſpondence held betwgen 
the Prince and the Treaſurer ; and if the 
latter was at any time for taking French 
Money; at others he was doing that which 
wou'd have prevented the ill effects of it 
in the Netherlands, as may be ſeen by 
the Letters the Prince wrote him, and 
the Anſwers to them. Even at the jun- 
dure of the Money Bargain in France, 
which was ſo meritorious a piece of ſet- 
vice, that Mr. Colbert endeavour'd to get 
the negotiating it out of Mr. Louvoy's 
Hands, and ſent a Friend of his to Mr. 
Montague, to tell him, Mr. Louvey was not 
in Earneſt, and that if the Treaty was car- 
yd with himſelf, the Money wou'd come 
eaſier, he being to pay it. To the Penſion 
Mr. Colbert offer d another temptation, 
the marrying King Charles's Niece, the 
Dutcheſs of Orleans's Daughter to the 
Dauphin. But our Court was more ſol- 
licitous for Ready Money, than for fu- 
ture Proſpects of Glory or Advantage. 
The Second Letter produc'd in the Houſe 
of Commons againſt the E. of D. was a 
Letter to Mr. Mountague from him, dated 
the 25th of March, which is ſaid to be 
unfairly quoted in the Hiſtory of England; 
Vherefore I ſhall rake as much of it as re- 
lates to my purpoſe, from his Lordſhips 
or Copy. © In caſe the Conditions of 
" Peace ſhall be excepted, the King ex- 
pects to have Six C of Livres 
- 
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& a Year, for Three Years; from the tins 
de that this Agreement ſhall be Sign'4, 


« betwixt his Majeſty and the King of 


&« France, becauſe it will probably be 
« Two or Three Years before the Parliz. 
cc ment will be in Humour to give hin 
& any Supplies after the making of any 
© Peace with France, and the Ambaflider 
« here has always agreed to that Sum, 
« but not for ſo long a time; and all 
ce poſſible care muſt be taken to have this 
« whole Negotiation as private as is 
© poſſible, for fear of giving Offence at 
« Home, Where for the moſt part ve 
« hear in Ten Days after of any Thing 
© that is communicated to the French Mi- 
« niſters. I muſt again repeat to you, 
ce that whatever you write upon this Sub- 
c jet to the Secretary (to whom you 
« muft not mention a Sy llable of the 
© Money) you muſt ſay only as a thing 
ce you believe they would conſent to, 
« if you had Power formally to make 
« theſe Propoſitions : Pray inform your 
c ſelf to the bottom, of what is to be 
« expected from France, and aſſure them, 
* that you believe this will be the laſt 
ce time that you ſhall receive any Pro- 
« poſitions of a Peace, if theſe he re- 
« jected, (as indeed I believe it will) ſo 
* that you may take your own Mes- 
« ſures as well as the King's upon 1 
« This Letter is written by Order, C. N. 
*Tis apparent that the very dangerous 
Conſequences of ſuch a Commerce as this, 


made it of abſolute neceflity to have luck 
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i; Warrant from the King. However, 
we have a Loyal Maxim in our Conſti- 
tution, that the King can do no wrong 
ind if in Complacency to Intereſt, Am- 
dition or Friendſhip, I do that which 
is unlawful or diſhonourable ; tis not a 
[uſtification to ſay I did it againſt my O- 
pinion. If what is ſaid in a Letter of the 
E of D's. to the Prince, dated ſix Weeks 
before this, is more for his Lord's purpoſe, 
tis but Juſtice to let it appear at the 
fame time. © I have Reaſon to believe 
that the Propoſition about giving Char- 
mont, Of ſome other Place for Tournay 
will be accepted in France. And I have 
not leſs reaſon to believe that the 
making of the Peace upoti that Pro- 
poſition, wou'd be very fatal to the 
Intereſt of the King-my Maſter, I con- 
ſeſs I cannot ſee Fic that the Conſe- 
quences muſt be ill to your Highneſs 
alſo when the Confederacy ſhall be 
thereby broken, and we perhaps 
tied to ſuch Conditions as may 
leave us uncapable of giving you 
any aſſiſtances: Beſides the arlianlent 
has how voted 26009 Foot, and 4000 
Horſe and Dragoons, and 90 Sail of 
Men of War, and I am confident 
vill riot ſtop them, in caſe his Maſter 
vill go freely into the War, which yet 
they all doubt, and not without Cauſe: 
vill have no Reſerve to your Highneſs 
n this matter; and therefore you mu 
nom that Mr. Reign (Who has been 

F 3 te here 
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« here this Fortnight) goes on Monday 1 
& the French King with this Propoſition, Wb 
« and defigns to return hither with u 
& Anſwer the laſt of this Month (our 
c Stile) or the 1ſt or 2d of March, and lp 


ce till that time expects the King will de- | 
„ clare nothing againſt him, &c. Again, Wo 
« from what I have now inform'd your Wt! 
« Highneſs, and more that I muſt not Wh 
« fy, I hope your Highneſs will not con- Nee 


* ſent to any Alterations of the Firk 


„ Propoſitions by my Lord Feverſhan; 
© you ſee how entirely I truſt my ſelf in Wo 
c your Highneſs's Hands, where | caſo 
no more doubt of my own Safety th 
& I can of your Honour. The ſtreſs that {tir 
dies upon this, is the adviſing to keep ue 
my Lord Faverſhams Propoſals, and uM 
his Lordſhip ſays, If the Propoſitions for « 
Peace, which were then ſent were not accepted, 
there ſhould be no mention at all made of th 
Money that he did believe thoſe Propoſitum 
would be rejected, and that therefore Mr. M. 
might take his own Meaſures.W hich I perceive 
by his Lordſhip's own Account of the mat- 
ter Mr. Mount ague did for theſePropoſals about 
the Money were never made, and ir- 
ſtead of treating for it, he purſu'd the 
Orders he receiv'd for getting Intelligente 
in all the Parts of France, about the 
Shipping, &c. in order to a War. Ib 
happen d but a few Months before Mr 
Mountague return'd to England, and vit. 
out the King's leave; which tis probable 


lia ment, and to prevent the Deſigns n 
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tim. For as his Lordſhip correſponded 
doch with France and Holland, fo did Mr. 
Huntague with Court and Country, and 
attributed to himſelf the Honour of 
qutting a ſtop to the Payment of that 
Penſion. This his Friends ſay was one 
of the main Reaſons of his falling into 
the King's Diſpleaſure, tho' his Lordſhip 
fures us t was for ſome Intelligence con- 
cerning him hy the King by the Swe- 
4% Ambaflador, Mr. Olwecrans, which 
tis likely related to his Correſpondence, 
contrary to the Court Humor. And his 
conſtant adherence to the true Intereſt of 
his Country afterwards, as well at all 
times as at the Revolution, gives great 
Reaſon to believe he found he was in the 
yrong, and endeavour'd to retrieve the 
Miſchief he was doing. His Friends to 
Coroborate this Surmiſe, have obſerv?d 
that what the E. of D. publiſh'd againft 
him was not done till after he was dead, 
ind could not reply; in the mean time on 
rading the two Letters, one from Mr. 
M. and one from the E. of D. before men- 
tion d the Houſe immediately reſolv'd, 
„hat there was ſufficient matter of Im- 
prachment againſt Thomas Earl of Danby, 
Lord High Treaſurer of England; and Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment were drawn up and 
greed on, Decemb. 21. 


1. That he hath Traiterouſly encroach'd 
e himſelf Regal Power, by Treating in 
8 atters of Peace and War with Foreign 
| krinces and Ambaſladors, and giving In- 
| P 3 ſtructions 
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ſtruttions to his Majeſty's Ambaſſidot 
Abroad, without Communicating the ſame 
to the Secretaries of State, and the reſt gf 
his Majefty's Council, &c. | 
II. That he hath Traiterouſly endez. 
voured to ſubvert the Ancient and vel 
Eſtabliſh Form of Government, and 
inſtead thereof to introduce an Arbi 
and Tyranical way of Government. And 
the better to effect this his Purpoſe, he 
did deſign the raiſing of an Army, under 
pretence of a War againſt the French King, 
and then to continue the ſame, as a Stand- 
ing At my within this Kingdom, &c. 

III. That he Traiterouſſy intended to 
alienate the Hearts and Affections of his 
Majeſty's good Subjects, from his Royal 
Perſon and Government, and to hinder 
the meeting of Parliaments, and to de- 
prive his Majeſty of their ſafe and whol- 
lome Councils, &c. 

IV. That he is Popiſhly affected, and 
hath Traiterouſly concealed after he had 
notice of the late horrid Plot, or Con- 
ſpiracy, contriv'd by the Papiſts, againſt 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and 
hath ſuppreſt the Evidence, and reproach- 
fully diſcountenanced the King's Wit- 
neſſes in the diſcovery of it, in favour of 
Popery, Cc. | 

V. That he hath waſted the King's Trea- 
ture, by Iſluing out of his Majeſty's Ex- 
chequer, and ſeveral Branches of his Re- 
venue, divers great Sums of Money for 
unneceſſary Penſions, and Secret Services, 
to the Value of 231602 J. within tyo 


Tears, Cc, VI, That 
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VI. That he hath by indirect means pro- 
cured from his Majeſty, for himſelf, di- 
vers conſiderable Gifts and Grants of In- 
heritance, of the Ancient Revenue of the 
Crown, even contrary to Acts of Parlia- 
nents. . | 


Theſe Articles were carry?d up to the 
Lords, with a deſire that the ſaid Thomas 
Earl of Danby might be ſequeſtred from 
Farliament, and forthwith committed to 
fe Cuſtody. | PR + 

The Popiſh Lords had been. Impeach'd 
before, and my Hiſtorian ſays, The King 
was ſo much difturb'd with theſe Pro- 
ceedings, that he prorogu'd the Parliae 
ment December the 3 11t, and diſſolvꝰd them 
the 2yth of January. Thus ended, continues 
he, with Honour to themſelves, the Long 
Parliament, which being firſt call'd, and 


begun the 8th of May, 1661, had been 


continu'd by ſeveral Prorogations and Ad- 
jpurnments, for Seventeen Years, Eight 
Months and Seventeen Days: Many Re- 
flections were made on the Prime Reaſon 
of their Diſſolution, ſome reſolv'd it into 
the Kings Anger at the Commitment and 
Impeachment of his firſt Miniſter the 
Lord Treaſurer ; but Sir William Temple is 
politive, „ That the Treaſurer was be- 
* fore fallen into the King's Diſpleaſure, 
* for bringing the Popiſh Plot into Par- 
* liament againſt the King's Abſolute 
„Command; of which his Lordſhip gives 
this Relation himſelf, “ As to the Con- 
: Cealment of the Popiſh Plot, I was fa 
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4 far from concealing it, that the greateſt 
„ diſpleaſure King Charles ever ſhew'd 2. 
* gainſt me, was bringing Titus Oatet; 
Informations before the Parliament, and 
“ find it written in ſome of Sir Millan 
« Temples's Memoirs, ſo he told me him- 
<« ſelf, that the King was very Ang 
c with me for it; and that although I did 
& not believe it, I ſhould find I had 
* given the Parliament a handle to 
© ruin me as well as to diſturb all his 
&« Affairs, and that I wou'd live to re. 
« pent it. He tells us in another place, If 
de the King wou'd have permitted me to 
, have produc'd Mr, Mountague's Letters, 
* theCrime of endeavouring togetMoney 
© from France (if it could be call'd 1 
© Crime, under the Circumſtances afore- 
& ſaid) would have been laid to Mr. 
*© Mountague's Charge, and not to me, as [ 
© told the King, when he offer d me his 
© Pardon; but was anſwer'd by his Ma- 
jeſty, That 1 ow'd him more Duty than 
©. to expoſe his and his Ambaſſador's Let- 
« ters of private Negotiations, betwixt 
% him and the King of France, and he 
« was ſure I would not be guilty of 
« ſuch a Perfidious Baſeneſs to him, as 
& Mountague had been and to ob- 
viate ſome Objections that might be made 
againſt his Lordſhip's not producing ſuch 
neceflary Teſtimonials of his being paſiive 
in this reſpect, he aſſures us, that he verily 
believes the King was ſo apprehenſive that the 
producing thoſe Letters wou'd have ſo mich 
heightewd the ill Humour of that — 
* as 
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that the fear of producing them (which I muſt | 
have done, rather than er the Bill of Attain- 
der to paſs againſt me,) was one of the Cauſes of 
Diſſolving that Parliament. The Hiſtorian 
continues his Relation as follows. 

That New Parliament met March 6. and 
on March 20, they Reſolved, „ That a 
« a Meflage be ſent to the Lords, to put 
« them in mind of the Impeachment of 
„High Treaſon, Exhibited againſt Thomas 
« Earl of Danby, in the Names of the 
« Commons of England, and to deſire that 
« he may be committed to ſafe Cuſtody. 
« Reſolving, That it be referred to the 

4 Committee of Secrecy, to draw up 
« further Articles againſt him. Two 
Days afterwards the King ore to them, 


in favour of the Earl of Danby, in the Houſe 
of Peers; but returning to their Houſe, 
they Reſolved, That a Meflage be im- 
« mediately ſent to the Lords, to remind 
their Lordſhips of the laſt Meſſage ſent 
them from this Houſe, relating to Tho- 
« mas Earl of Danby, and to demand that 
he might be forthwith ſequeſtred from 
„ Parliament, and Committed to Safe 
* Cuſtody. ? Upon which the Lords de- 
lired a preſent Conference with the Com- 
mons, where the Duke of Monmouth ſpoke 
thus. I am commanded by the Lords to ac- 
quaint you, Thit their Lordſhips having talen 
into Conſideration, Matters relating to the Earl 
of Danby, together with what his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to ſay upon that Subject, have ordered 
that a Bill be brought in, by which Thomas Earl 
of Danby, may E made for ever incapable of 


coming | 
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coming to his Majeſty's Preſence, and of all Of. 


fices and 8 and of receiving any 


Grants or Gifrs from the Crown, and of Sitting 
in the Houſe of Peers. In the mean time, 
the Commons hearing the King had Sign d 
a Pardon for the Earl, they appointed a 
Committee to repair to the Ld. Chancellor, 
to inquire into the manner of Suing forth 
that Pardon. The Lord Chancellor did in- 
form the Committee, ©* That the Pardon 
«<< was paſſed with all Privacy, the King 
*- Commanding him to bring the Seal to 
& Whitehal, and being there, he laid it up- 
© on the Table, whereupon his Majeſty . 
4 Commanded the Seal to be taken out of 
© the Bag, which his Lordſhip was oblig d 
* to ſubmit to, it not being in his Power 
4 to hinder it, and the King writ his Name 
* near the top of the Parchment, and then 
directed to have it Sealed; whereupon 
* the Perſon that uſually carried the Purſe, 
© affixed the Seal to it. Upon this Re- 
port from his Lordſhip, the Commons Fe- 
ſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be made 
to his Majeſty, to repreſent the irregu- 
& larity and illegality of the Pardon men- 
de tion'd by his Majeſty, to be granted to 
© the Earl of Danby, and the dangerous 
% Conſequence of granting Pardons to any 
** Perſons that lye under an Impeachment 


© of the Houſe of Commons. On the 


25th of March, 1679. the Lords ſent 4 
Meſlage to acquaint the Houſe of Com- 
mons, That they had ſent to apprehend Tho- 
mas Earl of Danby, both to his Houſe here in 


Town, and te his Houſe at Wimbleton; 2 
Ly 154. 
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that the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod, had 
returned their Lordſhips Anſwer, That he could 
net be found; Whereupon the Commons 
ordered, That a Bill be brought in to 
« Summon Thomas Earl of Danby, to ren- 
% der himſelf to Juſtice by a certain Day, 
„to be therein limited, or in default 
« thereof, to Attaint him. Two Days 
afterwards, the Lords ſent down a Bill, 
Entituled, An Act for Baniſhing and Diſa- 
bling Thomas Earl of Danby, Ce. But the 
Commons immediately Reſalved, That the 
Bill be rejected, and on the Firſt of April 

ſt a Bill for the Attainder of Thomas 

rl of Danby, of High Treaſon, which 
they ſent up to the Lords by Sir Robert 
Reyton, On the fourth of April, there was 
a Conference between the T wo Houſes, 
concerning the Bill ſent up againſt Thomas 
Earl of Danby, where the Privy Seal, 
managd the Conference for his Lord- 
ſhip, and ſpoke to this Effect. That the 
Lords choſe to deliver back by Conference, 
rather than Meſſage, to preſerve a good Un- 
derſtanding, and io prevent Debate or Con- 
troverſy between them. The Lords obſerve, that 
the great Affairs of this Nation are at a ſtand, 
at a time of greateſt Danger and Difficulty that 
ever this Kingdom laboured under. That the 
King hath always in his Reign, inclined to Mercy 
and Clemency to all his Subjects; therefore to a 
King ſo merciful and Compaſſionate, the firſt 
Interruption of his Clemency they did deſire 
ſnould not proceed from the Two Houſes, preſſing 
the King to an Aft of the greateſt Severity, there- 
fore have paſſed the Bill with ſome ME 
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which he deliver d. The Commons diſagre- 
ed to the Amendments made by the Lords, 
and drew up Reaſons to be offer*d in ſome 
other Conference, importing, That their 
Lord ſhip's Amendments bad wholly al- 
ter d the Nature of their Bill, and from a 
Bill of Attainder, had converted it into a 
Bill of Baniſhment : And at the ſame time, 
drew up an Addreſs to be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to deſire him to iſſue out his 
Royal Proclamation, for Apprehending the 
ſaid Earl. They had the ſame Day another 
Conference with the Lords, upon the Earl 
of Danby's Caſe, where the Lord Hunting- 
ton manag'd the Conference, and what he 
deliver'd, was to this Purpoſe. The Lords 
have deſired this Conference with the Commons 
not ſo much to argue and diſpute, as to mitigate 
and reconcile. ey have already obſervꝰd, that 
the Debate of this Bill hath given ſo long, and 
ſo great an Obſtruftion to Publick Buſineſs, and 
therefore they deſire you to believe, that that 1s 
the Reaſon which bath chiefly prevail 'd with their 
Lordſhips, in a Matter of this Nature. And up- 
on this Ground it is, that if a way may be found, 
to ſatisfie and ſecure the Publick Fears, by grow- 
ing leſs than the Bill you have propoſed, the 
Lords do not think it adviſeable to inſiſt upon 
the utmoſt, and moſt Rigorous Satisfaction to 
prevent Fuſtice, which might be denied. To 
induce you'to this Compliance, the Lords do 
acknowledge, that Baniſhment 4s far from being 
the Legal Judgment, in Caſe of High Treaſon , 
that it is not the Legal Judgement in any Caſe 
whatſoever, ſince it can never be inflifted but by 
the Legiſlative Authority: Bus they fee 10 
4 Reaſon 
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Reaſon why the Legiſlative Authority ſhould al- 
ways be found to att to the utmoſt Extent of its 
Power ;, for there may be a Prudential neceſſit 
ſomet i mes of making Abatements, and it might 2 
of fatal Conſequence, if it ſhould not be ſo. And 
the Lords to remove all fealouſies of the Prece- 
dents of this kind, do Declare, That nothing 
which havh been done in the Earl of Danby s 
Caſe, ſhall be ever drawn into Example for the 
time to come, and will ſo Enter it upon their 
Journal. And thereupon their Lordſhips inſt 
upon their Amendments, ſo far as to exclude all 
Attainders; and do promiſe themſelves the Com- 
mons will in this Point comply with their Lord- 
ſhips, who do again aſſure them, that their Reſo. 
| litions are grounded only upon their Tenderneſs 
and Conſideration of the Publick. April 12. 
There was another Conference on this Sub- 
jet, upon which the Commons again Re- 
ſolved to adhere to their Bill, and to diſa- 
gree to the Amendments made by the 
Lords. At laſt the Bill of Attainder 
paſt both Houſes, and Sir Edward Car- 
teret Uſher of the Black Rod, on April 16. 
acquainted the Houſe of Lords, That 
the Earl of Danby had the laſt Night 
rendred. himſelf to him, and was in tis 
Cuſtody. The Hiſtorian gives this further 


Account of the Matter. Their Lord- 


&« ſhips ordered him to be brought to the 
“ Bar, where kneeling, and then ſtandi 

« up, the Lord Chancellor let him know, 
'* That he ſtands Impeached by the Com- 
* mons ; and that upon his withdrawing 
* himſelf, a Bill of Attainder had paſſed 
* the Two Houles, by which however, be 
cc ha 
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e had Time given him to come in, and 


* 


©« make his Defence. 
The Earl of Danby excus'd his not ap. 
6+ pearing ſooner, declar'd his Innotency, 
& and made ſeveral Petitions to the Houſe, 
© and then was ordered to withdraw. 
« And being calld in, and brought to the 
% Bar again, the Lord Chancellor acquain- 
© ted him, that their Lordſhips will allow 
« him Time to give in his Anſwer to the 
&« Articles of Impeachment, till the firſt 
« Day of tne Sitting of the Houſe after 
& Eaſter. That if any further Charge be 
put in againſt him, he ſhall have further 
„ Time to Anſwer ; That he ſhall have 
& Council aſſign'd him; and ſhall have 
&« Liberty to make uſe of Records, and 
ce that his Witneſſes ſhall be Summoned. 
Upon which he withdrew, and by Orders 
of the Houſe was Committed to the Tow- 


er. The 25th of April, the Earl was brought 


from the Tower, to the Bar of the Houſe 
of Lords, where he deliver'd in Writing, 
his Plea and Anſwer to the Articles o 
Impeachment ; which being read, he with- 
drew. The ſame Day the Lords ſent a 
Meſlage to the Commons, to acquaint 
them that the Earl of Danby had appear'd 
in Perſon at the Bar of their Houſe, and 
put in hisPlea, which they had ſent down, 
and deſir d it might be returned with 
all convenient ſpeed. * | 

April the 28th, the Committee appoint- 
ed to Examine 2nd Peruſe the Nature of 
the Plea of Thomas Earl of Danby, made this 


Report. 1. Ne find no Precedent, that ever 
75 


„ — F— > 


9 nn 
Fo 


— —— A OOO — — — — - —  — — — — 2 Aw 


F EUROPE. 

Pardon was granted to any Perſon Impeached 
25 Commons of High Treaſon, or — High 
Crimes. 2+ As to the manner of paſſing the Earl 
Danby's Pardon, it hath been formerly re- 
ported to the Houſe, and the Committee refer 
themſelves to that Report. 3. That by what 
means it was obtained, the Time allowed the 
Committee hath heen ſo ſhort, that we cannot” 
yet diſcover the Adviſers or Promoters thereof 
any further than what is mention'd in the ſaid , 
Report, relating to the Lord Chancellor. Re- 
ſolved, That a Meflage be ſent to the 
Lords, to deſire their Lordſhips to demand 
of the Earl of Danby, Whether he will rely up- 
on, and abide by his Pardon? Accordingly the 
next Day, the Earl was again brought to 
the Bar of the Lord's Houſe, where kneel- 
ing, and then ſtanding up, the Lord Chan- 
cellor acquainted him, that the Commons 
bad returned to their Lordſhips the Plea 
delivered by him at the Bar of their Houſe, 
on the 25th Inſtant, with a deſire that 
their Lordſhips would ask him, Whether he 
will rely upon, and abide by his ſaid Plea. The 
Earl praying Time to anſwer their Lord- 
ſhips, alow'd him till Saturday next, and 
then he withdrew, and was Committed 
back to the Tower on the 5th of May. | 

My Author not having taken Notice of 
the Earl's Anſwer at the Time given 
tim, I can only obſerve by what follows, 
that his Lordſhip ſeem'd to inſiſt on his 
Pardon, as the quickeſt way to get clear of 
the Peril he was in. For the Commons 
Jeſol ved, * That it was the Opinion of the 
" Houle, that the Pardon pleaded by __ 

| 6+ „ OL 


The Secret Hiſtory 
ec E. of Danby,was illegal and void, and ought 


not to be allow'd in Bar of the Impeach. 


« ment of the Commons of England. And 
Mr. Speaker with the Houſe, went up to the 
Lords Bar, and demanded Judgement a. 
gainſt the ſaid Earl. And underftanding 
afterwards, that the Lords would admit 
the Earl of Danby to have the Validity of 
his Pardon pleaded at their Bar, they Re- 
ſolved, © That no Commoner whatſoever 
tc preſume to maintain the Validity of the 
Pardon pleaded by the Earl of Dazhy, 
« without the Leave of this Houſe firſt 
tc had; and that the Perſons ſodoing,ſhould 
ce be accounted Betrayers of the Liberties 
« of the Commons of England. Thus his 
Lordſhip continu'd in the Tower, till Hil- 
lary Term 1683, when he made a Motion 
for his Enlargement, and had the Caſe 
argu*d by Learned Council, upon which 
the Judges deliver'd their Opinions ſeve- 
rally, the 12th of Februarygiving their Rea- 
ſons, and concluding all in one Judgment, 
That his Lordſhip ought to be Bail'd, and ac- 
cordingly Bail was taken, his Lordſhip 
being Bound in a Recognizance of Twenty 
Thouſand Pounds, and the Dukes of - 
merſet and Albemarle, and the Earls of 
Oxford and Che ſterſield his Sureties, in Five 
Thouſand Pounds a piece, upon Condition 
that the Earl of Danby do appear in the 
Houſe of Lords the next Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and not depart without Leave of 
that Court. This, lays my Author, was 
to be a Precedent for the Popiſh Lords, Gr. 
The Lord Chief Juſtice and the other Judges 

agreeing 


be ems tw Wy Bd a... cn a eo ES 


SG 


e EUROPE. 
ureeing, That for the ſame Reaſons they had 
given in thegEarl of Danby's Caſe, theſe Lords 
wht likewiſe to be Bailed. And accordingly 
Recognizances and Sureties were accep- 
ted. f 

Such was the end of this Famous Proſe- 
cution: How. Juſt, or how Groundleſs it 
vas, I ſhall not preſume to decide; and 
haye remember'd theſe Facts only, as un- 
queſtionable Inſtances of the Hand we had 
our ſelves in the French King's late Exorbi- 
tant Power, which has coſt us ſo mych to re- 
duce. It is therefore Madneſs to be appre. 
henfive that King can ever again have any 
Influence on our Councils, or Part in our 
Friendſhip. The Example of this Noble 
Lord, in the worſt of Times, 1s enough 
ſure, to deter any Miniſter hereafter, from 
giving the leaſt Encouragement to ſuch 
baſe Offers from France For if the being 
aſſive in ſucha Clandeſtine Treaty, brought 
aPerſon into ſo much Peril of his Life and 
fortune; if to acquieſce in a thing he had ſo 
great an Averſion to, was ſo Criminal, what 
muſt it be to deal with the French Court out 
of Choice, and any more to have any ſecret 
inwarrantable Commerce with them. It 
may be objected, That if his Lordſhip was ſo 
clear in this Matter, Why was he Pardon'd, 
Why did he abſcond? To which his 
own Anſwer is, I do not wonder that 
leading 4 Pardoti, and Abſconding my ſelf for 
ſome time, might juſtly make both Parliament 
md Nation, believe that I thought my ſelf 
bal of ſome great Crime, but I did both in 
Undiznce to the King's Comriavd!, | 

Q. We 
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We ought not to omit what Opiniq 
his Lordſhip had of the French Court aul 
Miniſters, it agreeing ſo exactly with their 

eſent Character, and ſerving ſo well fo 
a Leſſon to all good Engliſh Men, that ſhall 
ever have any thing to do with them ; 'ti 
in a Letter to the late Lord Sunderlay, 
1 had always ſo bad an Opinion of that Cour, 
that will believe no Good can come from it. | 
doubt not but your Lordſhip muſt be of the ſany 
Opinion, by the Tricks and Evaſions you net 
with from them every Day. | 

The French did not only practiſe upon 
our Court, to procure an advantageous 
Peace for them; they did the ſame in Hd. 
land, and tho' the Prince of Orange told 
Sir William Temple, he would hinder a Peace 
as long as he could. Yet many of their Prin- 
- Cipal Men puſht hard for it, and the Cu- 
mour ran high againſt prolonging the War; 
which Mr. Mount ague gives us this Reaſon 
for. The King of France is in very good Hu- 


mour, upon the Aſſurances, I believe, he has of 


having ſuch a Peace from the Dutch, as le 
deſires ;, which has been manag d under hand, h 
great Preſents, to thoſe that are not well Wiſh 
to the Prince of Orange. The Penſionet 


Fagel ſurpriz'd an Original Letter from 
Mr. Louvois, to Mr. D' Eſtrades, in which 
he bids Him tell thoſe of his Correſpon- 
dents in Holland, from whence the late 
Advices came, That in caſe they gave him w 
better, he would certainly ſtop their Penſion. 
Thus Sir William Temple writes to the Hal 


of Danby, in 1678. 
_ 7 There 
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There remains one thing in the Money 

Affair, and its Conſequence, which proves 

the Dependance a Wiſe Man ought to have 
of Court Friendſhip. The E. ot D —— 

informs us, that from the time Mr. Moun- 
ue could not by his means obtain the 
w&cretary's Office for 10000 Pounds, the 

Treaſurer having given his Word to Sir 

Wiliam Temple, Mr. Mountague commenc'd 
his Enemy, and purſu'd the Method to his 

min, of which we have already ſpoken. 

Now this Mr. Mountavue, is the ſame whom 

vir Wilidm Temple writes of, in a Letter to 

his Father, three or four Years before that 
he had offer'd to lend Sir William Money 
to lay down for that very Place, when he 
could not come in without it, Six Thou- 
find Pounds being then the Price, tho now 
Ten Thouſand could not carry it. 

Tho? I cannot believe there's any Body fo 
ery Incredulous,or rather Stupid, as not to 
de fully ſatisfi'd of the ſeveral Engagements 
between King James and the French King; 
het ſince there are ſo many who pretend 
we have been in the Wrong ever ſince the 
hevolution, that we have been Fighting 
or others, and not for our ſelves ; That if 
e had let King James alone, he would have 
me no further than he did; which in- 
ted was far enough to Govern by his Plea- 
ure, and an Army in Oppoſition to all our 
bod Laws and Liberties: That he was 
0 Heroick Prince, who aggrander'd this 
Nation by his Fleet, and Care of Trade; 
at he would never have ſtoop'd to 
Pace, had Lewis XIV. offer'd to have put 
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any Hardſhips upon him; and as ſome ſql 
in a certain Place not along ago, that he 
was a good Exchequer King. Whatever his 
Temper might have led him to, as to Hana 
in the latter, when the Empire and the United 
Provinces were over-run and deftroy'd, it 
would not have been in his Power to have 
diſputed the Soveraignty with the Hen. 
King; and he would have been enough 
favour'd, had that Monarch been pleasd . 
to allow him an under Tyranny, with ls 
the empty Name of Xing, while He Wi 
Reign'd as Abſolute over Britain, as be MI 
does now over Spain. And this will ever b 
be the Fate of England, it French Councils, Wi / 
and French Princes prevail here. = i 
"Tis ridiculous to ſay we are innodanger Wt! 
of the Pretender. I defy any one to ſher Wt 
me in Hiſtory, whether a T welvemonth Wd 
before the Reftauration, there was any f. 
Probability of King Charles's Return u fi 
England. Did the Royaliſts then dare w 
write againſt the Principles of the then 
Uſurp'd Government? Were the Cavaliem 
tavour'd and employ d? Were the Clergy 
of the High Strain humour'd and er- 
courag' d? Was the Divine Right of Kings 
aſſerted, and Reſiſtance in any Caſe made 
Damnable ? Was the Teſt of Abjuratiot 
diſpenc'd with? Did not Mont, but 4 
few Months before he brought in that Mo 
narch, ſpeak in Parliament, that all Ca 
liers and their Principles, ſhould be di- 
countenanc'd ; and He and His Othcer5 
with great Solemnity, renounce the Tire 
of the Royal Houſe of Stuart. Yet a 
6110! 
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exlousRevolution happen'd without Blaod- 
be WW ſhed, in a very little while; and it was 
his WW found that the moſt buſie Republicans 
avere in the Secret. True it is, we are in 
o Danger of the Pretender, while Her 
it Majeſty lives; She reigns ſo much in the 
ve WHearts of Her People, that he will hardly 
cb dare another raſh Attempt againſt her, nor 
oh WY tis Friends have the Boldneſs again to 
5d Wpocovoke her Juſtice. But that the moſt 


th WW Serene Houſe of Hanover, has as many 
He Friends as Her Majeſty, who is there ſo 
be WSinguine as to imagine? Then what has 
er been, may be as a Noble Lord told an 
ls, WW Avguſt Afſembly ſometime ſince. Where- 

fore we ought all to joyn heartily againſt 
er I thoſe Principles and Practices, which have 
tte leaſt tendency to favour the Preten- 
th WH der's Title and Intereſt. Such are all In- 


ſnuations, that King James had hard Mea- 
ſure, and that the Revolution was not 
vorth ſo much as it coſt: Thus it is with 
the Ungrateful. When the Biſhops were 
ſent to the Tower, an Impoſtor Prince, as the 
Addreſſes call him, impos'd on us; a Par- 
lament packing to repeal our Laws againſt 
Fopery. When Property was every where 
nvaded, and Liberty made a Tool to bring 


vho are now ſo Zealous for the Unaliena- 


de and Indefeazible Right of the Crown, 
: Vho are ſo Frugal of their own, and the 


Publick Purſe, have cry'd out Take Half 
for a Proteſtant King and Liberty. Such 
rn be theic Sentiments again, ſhould 
they eyer be try'd ; but as we are entirely 
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n Slavery, then would theſe Proteſtants, . 
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the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the utter Con- 
Bis Abattors, Theſe and the like refledti. 


and therefore they cannot reaſonably he 
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fafe, while Her Majeſty's on the Thron 
ſo may She long fit there with Glory; an 
when late ſhe leaves it, to Reign 1n Hez. 
ven with her Royal Siſter Queen Alt, 
and her Royal Predeceſſor Queen ELIZ A. 
BETH; may the ſame Zeal that appear 
at the Revolution Flame out again for 


fuſion of the Pretender, his Friends and 


ons occafion*d the writing of this Book, 
tern? d Digreſſions. | x 
In purſuing the remaining part of this 
Hiſtory, . the League between King Jane: 
and Lewis XIV. it cannot be expected that 
the Treaty it ſelf ſhould be produc'd, ; 
Thoſe Arcana of Princes are ſeldom truft- 
ed to the Common Miniſtry, and never 
di{cover'd but by Surprize and Treachery. c 
TheEmiſflaries of Rome:are too Faithful to 
their Cauſe to betray it, and the Packet 2 
is. always flung over-board, when the 
Enemy is like to maſter the Boat. But 
there arg ſo many plain Circumſtances, 1 
and ſuch Evidence, that it leaves no room 
to doubt, but that King James if he had 
ſtay d won'd have involv'd this Nation 
in a War in Conjunction with France, to Hr 
deſtroy that Religion and Liberty ve 
have ever ſince been Fighting to ſive. WW, 
If we go ſo far back as Cole man's Letters 
to Sir Wiliam Throgmorton, the Duke of 
York's Agent at Paris, we ſhall find, that 
Jong before the Crown was upon bi 
Head, that Prince bad enter'd _— 
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friteſt Engagements with the French 
King. In one of them, dated in Fe 

1674, his Secretary tells his Agent, For 
« you know well, that when the Duke 
« comes to be Maſter of our Affairs, the 


u King of France will have Reafon to pro- 


« miſe himſelf all things he can defire. 
« For according to the mind of the Duke, 
« the Intereſt of the King of England, 
« the Ring bf France and his own are fo 
& coſe bound up together, that it is im- 
© noſfible to ſeparate the one from the 
« other, without Ruin to all Three; 
u but being joyn'd, they muſt notwith- 
& fanding all oppoſition become Invin- 
& cible.”” A Celebrated Author in thoſe 
Times, writes thus of theſe Letters, and 
this Paſlage in particular, Theſe who knew 
mhing of the League between England and 
France, in the Tear 1670, were extreamly 
a a Loſs what to make of 4g Words of 
Coleman, ſo expreſs and preciſe, as nothi 

could be 1 —— as who had 2 
the Extract of the League publiſh 4 by the Ab- 
be Primi eaſily concur d that they refer d to 
the ſecret League of 1670, and that the reaſon 
ply the Engliſn Court has been ſo induſtrious 
tn maintain and cultivate the Union with 
France, was only in order to preſerve thoſe 
hidden Intereſts they judg'd inſeparable, tho 
the true intereſt of the State was indeed dia- 
netrically oppoſite to the entertaining any alliance 
dib a Crown, all whoſe Deſigns were level d 


1 the Ruin of England and the Proteſtant 


teligion, 
| Q 4 We 
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We find much the ſame Stile in a Let. 
ter of Father La Chaiſe, the French King', 
Confeſſor, to the ſame Coleman, He ſays, th 
French King conſiders his own Intereſt, an 
the Intereſt of the Duke of York, as one and 
the ſame thing, and that if the Duke would un 
dertake to diſſolve the Parliament, the French 
King would aſſiſt him with his Power and 
Purſe, to procure ſuch an one aſterwards 4 
might be favourable to their Deſigns. Is nos 
this ſufficient to prove the ſtricteſt League 
in the World between the two Princes ? 
Their Intereſts, their Power, their Purſe 
are Mutual. And wou*®d Lewis XIV. the 
greateſt Politician upon Earch, write to a 
Prince that he wou'd give him his Price 
to diflolve one Parliament, and get ano- 
ther, if he did not know himſelf ſure of 
him by the ſtrongeſt Ties. I do not know 
what words can be found out more ſtrong 
to form a League, than My Intereſt ſhal be 
Yours, and yours Mine; the Expreſſions of 
the Secretary of the One, and the Con- 
feſlor of the Other. It may be objeRed, 
ſuch 1s the Extravagance of Reaſoning at 
this Time, that their Treaty, if any, was 
no more than what is common, and 
what's Lawful among Princes, to ſupport 
their Authority. That the Duke's Suc- 
ceſſion was in Danger, and the French King 
was to do no more for him than the 
Dutch are to do for the Houſe of Hauser, 
and we frighted our ſelves with ground- 
leſs Fears of Popery and Slavery, Thus 
we wrongfully dilmiſt the Father, " 

: „„ then 
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then the Conſequence is obvious. Theſe 
axe the Arguments our Pamphlets, and 
even our Pulpits uſe as openly as 
they dare; and forget what Coleman 
writes further of his Maſter the Duke 
of Tork's vaſt undertaking in concert 


with his Ally, the French King, who ſhou'd 


y for his Work according to the Dif- 
ficulty of it. 

'Tis in a Letter to Father La Chaiſe. 
IWe bave here a mighty Work upon our hands, 
no leſs than the Converſion of three Kingdoms, 
and by that perhaps the ſubduing of a Peſtilent 
Hereſie, which bas domineer'd over a great part 
of the Northern World a long time; there 
were never ſuch hopes of Succeſs, ſince the 
Death of Queen Mary, as now in our Days, 
when God has gizen us 4 Prince, who it become 
(may I ſay to a Miracle) zealous of being the 
Author an Inſtrument of ſo Glorious a Work, 
Yet we have been warring out of Wan- 
tonneſs, and ſhall be mad if we continue 
the Frolick, We hegan it to rid our 
yes of this zealous Inſtrument of Popery, 
we continue it to prevent the Succeſſion 
of one ſtill more zealous. The States 
have engag'd to aſſiſt us againſt him with 
all their Power. And we to enable them 
to do it, to procure them ſuch a Barrier as 
may put them out of any Fear of In- 
terruption from France. Yet we get no- 
thing by it all ; nothing in our Rights and 
Properties, nothipg in our Religion; 
which are all at the Mercy of France and 
the Pretender, if the Proteſtant Succeſſi- 
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on does not take effect, which none need 
queſtion, while we have ſo good Laws, 
and ſo good Allies on our fide. There 
were other Letters of Coleman's found with 
theſe that were publiſh'd. And other 
Agents for France and Popery in the Ex. 
liſh Court, which Coleman own'd when he 
was . Examin'd. But all wherein the 
Court and Duke were particularly con- 
cern'd were ſuppreſs'd. Add to this that 
every AR of his Miniſtry and Govern- 
ment, was a plain Indication of his being 
entirely influenc'd by French Councils, 
and encourag'd by the hopes of formi- 
deble helps by French Power. The Le- 
giſlative made ſeveral brave attempts to 
prevent the ſcandal of a Revolution by 
an Excluſion, convinc'd of that Prince's 
Intrigues with France for our Deſtruction, 
and will his Son have leſs Paſſion for the 
Principles of Religion, and Rule in which 
he has been bred, with an inveterate Re- 
ſentment and hopes of Revenge of his 
pretended father's hard uſage, and his 
own in his. i | 

The moſt fooliſh Objection that ever 
was made to this is, that King James ſent 
an Ambaſſador to Pope Imocent XI. who 
was no Friend to France, upon which a 
late Hiſtorian ſays, To ſee King James 
neglected in the Pontificate of Innocent Xt. 
was not ſo ſtrange, conſidering his Antipathy 
to a Faction, wherein that Prince was concern d. 
The Faction he means is the French againſt 
the Auſtrian, and then goes on thus, £ 
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& Innocent XI, receiv'd this Ambaſly 
« 2s one that ſaw faxther than thoſe who 
« ſent it; The Ambaſlador had but a 
« cold Reception of the Holy Father, 
and none of the Cardinals but thoſe of 
« particular Faction, and the godd na- 
&« tur'd Cardinal of Norfolk, took any fur- 
ther notice of him than good Manners 
e oblig'd them. The Court of Rome were 
© too refin'd Politicians ta be impos d up- 
on by noiſe and ſhow, and knew the 
« the World too well to expect great 
« matters from ſuch haſty ill tim'd Ad- 
« yances, as were made to them, not 
“ only ſo, but Innocent 1 Aver- 
„ ſion in his Nature to a Faction, he 
© knew King James was imbark'd in, 
« which he never took pains to diſſemble, 
e was not over fond wo Ambaſly from 
© a Prince, who was in an Intereſt he 
© had long wiſh'd to ſee humbled. King 
James met with nothing but Mortifica- 
« tions at Rome, in the Perſon of his Am- 
* baflador, which occaſion'd his making 
as ſhort a ſtay as was poſſible. 

It is very well known, that King James 
was cloſely leagn'd with France, that not 
contented with his own Friendſhip, he 
endeavour'd to procure that of others for 
Lewis XIV. and ſent a Perſon of high 
Character, whom 1 ſhall not name, in- 
to Denmark, to hinder that Crown from 
joyning with the Proteſtant Princes, and 
from quitting his Engagements with 


France. 
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As a further Proof of this cloſe Alliance, 
we find in our publick Prints, that the 
French Proteſtants were .not ſecure from 
the Power of their Monarch in England; 
for the Hiſtorian tells us, in the Compleat 
Hiſtory, that | 

« The French King purſu'd the Pro- 
cc teſtant Refugees into England, and by 
ec his Ambaſlador in our Court, refſtrain'd 
e them from Complaining of the Hard- 
c ſhips they had ſuffer d. So that here 
& in their Place of Refuge, they were to 
« undergo another grievous Perſecution ; 
© which was to be afflicted without da- 
„ring to bemoan themſelves. An In- 
& ſtance of this new Mortification to 
“ them, is thus related by Authority. 
« Whitehall, May 8. 1685. The French 
&« Ambaſſador having by a Memorial complain d 
&« ro his Majeſty, that a Book intituled | [ es 
„ Plaintes, des Proteftants Cruellement 
« Opprimes dans le Rayame, de Fru- 
« nce] was ſold and difpers'd in this King- 
dom, in which Book are many Falſities, 
& and Scandalous Refieftions upon the moſt Chri- 
% ſtiav Ring: And that the ſaid Book ma 
« likewiſe Tranſlated into Engliſh, and print- 
& ed here; His Majeſty was pleaſed to order, 
& that diligent enquiry ſhould be made 
« after the Tranſlator and Printer of the 
& ſame, that they may be proſecuted accord- 
ing to Law. And that a printed Copy of 
& the ſaid Book in French, and another in 
« Engliſh, ſhould be publickly burnt by the 
© Hands of the Common Hang man, which was 

a dos. 
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« accordingly put in Execution on Wedneſday 
« laſt, before the Royal Exchange; ſome- 
thing like this happen'd in the Caſe of 
Matthew Gill:flower a Bookſeller, in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall,” who having printed a Tran- 
{lation of a Book, publiſh'd at Vienna, con- 
taining an Account of the Correſpondence 
between the French Court and the Hun- 
garian Rebels, was order'd to be proſe- 
cuted for it at the Inſtance of the French 
Ambaflador here, and had he not apply'd 
to the Imperial Miniſter, who atteſted 
the Fact to be true, and promis'd him his 
utmoſt Protection, King James's Severity 
to that Honeſt Man, wou'd probably have 
been another confirmation of his Invio- 
lable Friendſhip to Lewis XIV. The States 
of the United Provinces, We know their 
Intereſt, and purſue it the beſt of any in 
Europe, ſaw plainly what a Union there 
was between the Kings of England and 
France, and it was that doubtleſs which 
inftigated them to give the Prince of 
Orange ſuch Aſſiſtance for our Deliverance, 
and the reſorting of all Engl;þ Malecon- 
tents to Holland, gave King James juſt 
Reaſon to expect a Storm thence one time 

or another. 0 
Theſe mutual Jealonſies between the 
King and the States of Holland, had 
another Foundation in them. The King 
was apparently in the Intereſt and Coun- 
ſels of France, which the States had Rea- 
fon to hate and oppoſe; a late Author 
has deliver'd this good Account of the 
Friendſhip 


The Secret Hiſtory 


Friendſhip between thoſe Two Crowns. 
% While King James was thus puſht on by 
« a Headſtrong Party, to enſlave his Sub. 
tt jets, the other Princes and States of 
&« Europe, lookt on with quite different 
t Sentiments, according as their owr 
* Intereſt and Safety mov'd them. The 
& greater Part did commiſerate the Fate 
© of theſe Three Kingdoms, and wiſh'd for 
© their Deliverance. The Proteſtants ſay 
“ with Regret, that themſelves were 
< within an immediate Proſpect of loſing 
© the moſt conſiderable Support of their 
Religion; and both They and the Roman 
© Catholicks, were equally convinc'd, that 
© it was their Common Intereſt to have 
* England. continue in a Condition to be 
& Arbiter of Chriſtendom: ; eſpecially at a 
© time when they moſt needed it. On 
& the other Hand, it was the Intereſt of 
« another Prince, that not only the 
© King of England ſhould be his Friend, 
but that the Kingdom of England ſhould 
& become inconſiderable Abroad, which it 
* could not fail to be, when Enſlav'd at 
* Home. 

« King James had been again and again 
ce ſollicited, not only by Proteſtant Princes, 
ce but thoſe of his own Religion, to enter 
into other Meaſures for the Common 
« Safety of Europe; at leaſt not to contri- 
« bute to its Ruin, by eſpouſing an Inte- 
© reſt which they judg'd was oppoſite 
« to it. The Emperor, among others, had 
« by his Ambaſſador, made repeated In- 
6& ſtances 
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« ſtances to him to this Purpoſe, but with 
« no better Succeſs than the reſt, as ap- 
« pears by a Letter he wrote to him after 
« his Abdication, which has been Printed 
« in ſeveral Languages. But all theſe 
« Remonſtrances had no weight with King 
« James, tho they had this good Effect 
« in the end, as to put thoſe Princes and 
« States upon fuch Meaſures, as ſecur'd 
« to them the Friendſhip of England in 
“ another way. 8 | 

« The Power of France was by this time 
« become the Terror and-Envy of Europe, 
« and that Crown had upon all les 
« extended its Conqueſts. The Empire, 
« Spain and Holland, ſeem'd to enjoy a 
« Precarious Peace, while the Common 
« Enemy of the Chriſtian Name, was ma- 
« king War with the Emperor .and the 
« State of Venite; and was once very near 
« being Maſter of the Imperial Seat, 
« whereby he might have carry'd the 
« War into the Bowels of Germany. The 
« main Strength of the Empire being 
© turn'd againſt the Turks, and that with 
various Succeſs there was another War 
« declar'd againſt the Emperor by Fance; 
© ſo that it became abſolutely neceflary 
for Spain and Holland, to interpoſe not 
© as Mediators, for that they were not: 
© to hope for, but as Allies and Partners 
« in the War. Theſe laſt, as well as the 
other Princes and States that lay near. 
© eft the Rhine, were expos d to the Mercy 
| * of a Prince whom they were not able to 
4 reſiſt, 
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6“ reſiſt, if England ſhould look on 23 
„ Neuter, or take Part againſt them: 
ce the laſt of which, they had reaſon th 
< fear.” It was certainly the juſt Ay. 
prehenfions of the reſt of Europe, of King 
Fames's Private League with France, which 
occaſioned the Treaty of Augsburgh, and 
the firſt Confederacy againſt Lewis XIV, 
And the Concern of that Monarch for th 
King James's Intereſts, prov'd what Colemas WM 
faid, That they were his own. The King of 7. 
England's Councellors were ſo dull, or ſo Ml « 
falſe, that they took no Notice of the n 
Dutch Armament by Sea, till they had % 
Intelligence of it from Fance. byt 
Count D' Avauz, the French Ambaſlador Ml j# 
in Holland, diſcover'd from many convin- 7. 
cing Circumſtances, that their Preparations 1 
were intended againſt England, and gave | 
Information of it to his Maſter,from whom 
King James had the firſt certain and poſi- 
tive Intelligence. The Fench King thought 
he could not meet with a fairer Opportu- 
ny to engage King James in an Ottenfive 
and Defenſive League, than the preſent 
dangerous Condition of his Afﬀairs, and 
immediately diſpatch'd Monſieur Bonrepit 
to offer him 30000 Men, which Offer the 
Earl of Sunderland, by his great Dexterity 
in the management of Critical Affairs, got 
to be rejected; my Hiſtorian afluring us, 
the Popiſh Cabal were for receiving it. 
He further informs us, „hat the King 
© of France ſeem'd impatient, that bis 


© Brother of England would not _ bis 
ſtance 


of EUROPE. 

u Aſſiſtance nor Advice. But ſtil] to ſhew 
« his Hearty Concern for him, he com- 
« manded his Ambaſlador the Count 
« D* Avaux, to deliver a Memorial to 
© the States, which he did on the Ninth 
« of September, 1688. to this Effect. That 
Circumſtances inclin d the King his Maſter 
th Reaſon to believe, that their Preparation 
threatned England; therefore his Majeſty had 
commanded him to declare to them, that the 
Ties of Friendſhip and Alliance, between him 
ad the King of Great Britain, would oblige 
him not only to aſſiſt him, but alſo to look on the 
1 AF w4 Hoſtility that ſhould be Committed 
by their Troops or their Fleet, againſt his Ma- 
jrity of Great Britain, to be a naanifeſt Rupture 
of the Peace with his Crown. 1 

The States General return'd no AnTwer to 
this French Memorial, but chargd the 
Heer Van Cittars to complain of it to the 
Court of England. Upon which a Council 
vas held, and it was Reſolv'd to diſown 
the Proceedings of the Count D' Avaux. 
* After all theſe Diſcouragements, ſays 
3 2 Monſieur Barillon, the French 
Ambaſſador, made another Propoſal to the 
Engliſh Court, That France ſhould abandon 
the Deſign of beſieging Philipsburg,and carry 
the War into Holland. Four or five of the 
Council highly approv'd the Overture, but 
others warmly oppos'd it, alledging, That 
ſuch a Violation of former Treaties with 


Holand, would be ſufficient to raiſe the 


Lamours of the whole Nation, and to 
alienate the Minds of the Engliſh Pro- 
= teſtants 
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teſtants from his Majeſty. It was thi 
Treacherous Council in ſome of K. 
James Miniſters, that ſav'd 

and if ever Treachery was a Virtue, it va 
in thoſe that acted it at that time. Ive. 
rily believe there's not a Man in England, 
who rails at any one of them ay 3 
Traytor to King James, but *tis out of 
Hate to the Treaſon ; and how far double 
dealing is Juſtifiable, when Al is at Stake 
for the Safety of that Al, the Caſuiſts 
are to inform us. For my part, I can 
never think ill of the Man to whoſe 
Wiſdom and Vigilance the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and the Liberties of England, are 
in ſo great a meaſure, owing. Nothing 
can be ſaid more plain and expreſs, than 
what the Count D' Avaux lays in his 
Memorial to the States, of which men- 
tion is made. Yet about a Month after, 
came the Engliſh Ambaſlador, lagging with 
another Memorial, which gave the Lye 
to the French Miniſter: - But which of the 
Two knew moſt of the matter, let any 
one judge; whether the Count D' Avaux, 
one of the ableſt Miniſters in France, ot 
the Marquis D' Albyville, a Perſon that 
had never been heard of, but on this mi- 


-lerable Occaſion. 


And becauſe there had been a cot- 
fident Report, That there was a Sectet 
League between the Kings of Engle 
and France, in prejudice to the lntereſi 
of Holland and the ommon Liberty d 
Zurope; Therefore on Offoboy 6. _ 


of EUROPE. 
N. S. The Marques D' Albyoille. (En> 
yoy Extraordinary from his Majeſty) had 
z Conference with Eight Deputies of the 
States General, and dehver'd them the 
following: Memori . NHD e 
cap | 


© The underwritten Envoy  Extraor- 
u dinary from the King of Great Britain 
s has received order to repreſent to 
your Lordſhips, that although his Ma- 
« efty had beligy'd what he had already 
« declar'd to your Ambaflador in Emtland; 
and the Orders he had given to his faid 
« Envoy Extraordinary, - upon the ſame 
Subject, might have ſatisfyd your 
Lordſhips, that there is no other Trea- 
ty between his Majefty and the moſt 
* Chriſtian King, than thoſe that are 
* Publick and in Print; yet ſince a great 
deal of Artifice and Induftry has 
been made uſe of, to make the 
* World believe, that the King his 
* Mafter is enter d into other Treaties 
* and [Alliances with the moſt Cbriſtian 
* Ring : His Majeſty to ſhew the great 
© regard he has to the Friendſhip and Al- 
* hances, which are between him and 
* your Lordſhips, and his deſire to con- 
* tinue the ſame, has commanded the 
* faid Envoy Extraordinary in his Name, 
- to aflure your. Lordſhips, that there is 
no other Treaty between his Majeſty 
"and the moſt Chriftian King, than thoſe 
* that are publiek and in Print. And 
* atther, that as his Majefty extream- 
R 2 2 


The Secret Hiſtory 
« ly deſires the Preſervation of the Pea 
« and Repoſe of Chriſtendom, ſo he vil 
« alſo be glad to take ſuch meaſure 
« with your Lordſhips as may be mo 
«© convenient for maintaining the Peace 
« of Nimeguen, and the Truce of Twenty 
“ Years concluded in 1684. 


Given at the Hague, A. D' Albyui ie, 
Ottober, 5, 1688, 3 


My Author obſerves, This Memorial nd 
then ſuſpelled to be a Blind, at 4 junitur 
when every thing was thought _ te gain 
4 Point. There was afterwards publiſh'd, An 
Account of the Private League, betwixt 
the late King James Il. and the Frend 
King, In a Letter from a Gentleman it 
London, to 4 Gentleman in the County, 
which is refer d to by the Author ot 
the Compleat Hiſtory of England, and 
the remaining Part of this Treatiſe is 
taken from thence. Te 

It pleaſur'd the World with a fit of 
Laughter, to ſee Albyvile?s Memorial ſo 
contrary to that of the French Amballi- 
.dor, notwithſtanding he was very vel 
acquainted with the Contents of the 
Memorial preſented before by the Count 
D' Avaux. But for all that, both tie 
Marquis de Albyville, and vhoſe who hu 

dictated the French Memorial, ſpake 10 
thing but the Truth. The Marquis main 
tains, in the Name of the King, that 


there was no Treaty. between 510 
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ind Free, but thoſe that are in Print; 
the Count de Auaux aſſerts, that Lewis 
the Fourteenth is engag'd in an Alliance 
yith James the Second, and both of them 
ſpeak true» The Count de Avaux ſpeaks 
yith reſpe&t to the Treaty of 1679. be- 
tyixt Charles the Second and Lewis the 
Fourteenth, and ſuppoſes, as indeed. 
it cannot be doubted, that the ſaid 
Treaty has continu'd ever ſince, with 
leſign to deſtroy England and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, which at firſt gave 
birth to that League. He builds upon 
this Principle, That the Duke of Tork, 
vho was the great promoter of it, and 
who, whilſt in that ſtation, ated in 
conformity to the ſaid Secret Treaty, 
dad ſufficiently ratify'd the ſame ſince 
his coming to the Crown; which Pro- 
motion of his was therefore ſo paſſio- 
tately deſir d, to the end he might more 
vigorouſly. execute the Treaty, which 
Charles the Second did not, for fear of 
troubling. his own Repoſe. . 

The Marquiſs de Albyville, knowing that 
this Treaty had been printed at Parig 
1682. in the Hiſtory of the War of Hol- 
land by the Abbot Primi, but ſoon after 
ſuppreſt at the Inſtances of my Lord 
Prefton, ſupposd he might ſay with a 
pood Conſcience, with reſpect to the ſame 
reaty, That his Maſter had no Treaty 
vith France But what was in Print. So 
| that the ſeeming Contradiction vaniſhes, 
ſoon as we confider the Perſons tha t 
R 3 ſpeak 
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when the owning of it might prove a 


fing the Truth; and therefore dares not 


Dye Sebel Him 
ſpeak: The one 1s the Miniſter of Lev 
XIV. who is not at all careful to hu 
band the Intereſts of his Allies, and who 
thinks he may ſpeak whatever pleaſa 
him, as he thinks he can compaſs what. 
ever he wills, and accordingly declares 
the Truth with a great deal of frankneg: 
The other is the Miniſter of ' Fame: Il, 

hom the Society of the Jeſuits and 
their Maxims have model'd for diſgui- 


expoſe it, but under covert of an Equi- 
vocation ; whereby, if he owns what is 
true, he reſerves to himſelf always thy 
Means, and the Right of denying it, 


Prejudice to him. 

But not to make any further enlarge. 
ment here upon the Jeſuitical Character, 
of which the Marquis de Albyville had 1 
competent ſhare, without which Qualif- 
cation he would ſcarcely have been made 
choice of for an Extraordinary Envoy : 
For my part, I cannot ſee how any thing 
could more evidently confirm the Truth, 
tha che Memorial of the Count de Avaur, 
wherein he pofitively declares, that there 
was an Alliance between Lewis XIV. and 
James II. And I cannot ſee, what the 
moſt reſolv'd Prejudice can object againſt 
this Proof, beſides theſe three things 
which are equally ridiculous. 

The firſt is, THat King James II. is not 
bound to make good the Words of a French 
Ambaſidor, ſpoken at random. + 


E 


2aly 


zh, That the Neaſon why the Engliſh. 
Flue — did not more punctually — 
tmadift the French: Memorial, proves only 
t moſt, That he was willing enough to 
ſet the Hollanders afflrighted with the ap- 
prehenfion of this Secret Alliance be- 
tween.” both thoſe Kings, tho“ he did 
not think fitting to confirm the belief of 
that League, by the Memorial he pre- 
ſented to the States Seneral the 5th of 
odober; whence it follows, That it may 
be there was no füch League at all, 
not withſtanding the French, Ambaſiador 
thought! neceſſary to advance ſuch a thing 
. Tur Truth. 91 a 3% 4 of [10131 qt; 1 
he third is, That if the Marquis de 
Alyuille were guilty of ſome Fault on 
this Occaſion, it is not juſt to lay the 
blame of it upon his Maſter; and the 
nther, becauſe; be was never look'd ups 
on as a very refin'd Miniſterr. 
In anfwer to cheſe: 1 ̃ 
Firſt, The World knows, that the Me- 
morial of the French Ambaſlador, Was con- 
triud at Paris, With the concurrence of 
Mr. Stelton, the Ambaflador of James II. 
Wherefore we cannot pre tend that. this 
Declaration was made. by the Frenth King, 
vithout. the knoyledge of the King df 
England. And tho! Mr. Stelton, arpon bis 
return from Frute, was committed to 
the Tower for having had a hand in that 
Memorial, yet we know this was only a 
Pretext, being ſet at liberty a few days 
ater, made Colonel of a Regiment, 
3 R 4 and 
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The Secret Hiſtory 
and not long after returning thither, 
not as a Priſoner, but to be the Gover- 
nor of it: All which makes it as clear 
as the Sun, that this was only a feignd 
Impriſonment, and not the Puniſhment 
of an unfaithful diſcharge of a Truſt. 
zdly, I can no way conceive how any 
can imagine that the French King ſhould: 
take the liberty peremptorily to. aflert 
an Alhance, when there was nothing at 
all of it, only becauſe he thought it was 
his Intereſt ſo to do; and that at the 
ſame time it was not permitted to James ll. 
to diſſemble, in a Caſe where ſuch a Diſ- 
ſimulation was of uſe to him. But wp 
further, and ſay, That to diſcover 
Myſtery of the affected diſſimulation of 
the Engliſh Ambaſlador about the League 
with France, we need only examine the 
Behaviour of James II. after that Declara- 
tion of the. French. Ambaſlador to: the 
States-General. If the Count D' Aua, 
or the King bis Maſter, had advanc'd an 
Untruth, in declaring that there was an 
Alliance between Lewis XIV. and James ll. 
which could not be without an infraction 
of the Treaty of n, of which the 
King of England was declar d Guarantee; 
was it-not abſolutely neceflary for King 
Tames to diſavow that Untruth, as ſoon 
as he was inform'd what had paſt at 
the Hague? Ought he not to have made 
reparation of the Fault the Marquis 4. 
Albyville had committed, by ordering him 


to explain bimſelf fully about the falſe 
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wppofal of the French Ambiafladot ? Was 


it not viſible, that his Honour was ex- 
temely concern'd-in the Declaration of 


Face; and that it was contrary to his 
Word given to the States-General, after 


his arrival to the Crown, and which he 
bad ſo often fince renew'd to their Am- 
baflador in Ordinary? Was it not natu- 
ral for him to expreſs himſelf plainly, in- 
fead of ſuppreſſing the Fact, as it was 
done in the Engliſh Gazette, publiſh'd by 
Authority of the Court, and review'd 
by his Miniſters 3 where we find indeed 
the Memorial of the Marquis de Albyville, 
given into the States the 5th-of October, 
but not a word of the Memorial the 
Count D' Avaux preſented before? Who 
ſees not that this his Silence, after the 
Declaration of the French Ambaflador, is 
in evident and ſolid Conviction of the 
Truth of the League between him and 
France * This is made unqueſtionable by 
the Deſign he had of delivering Portſmouth 
to the French, and ſuffering} ſeveral of 
their Regiments to take poſſeſſion of it; 
which Affair took up much of the time 
of the Secret Council in October and No- 
vember 1687, The thing was not ſo ſe- 
cretly carry'd, but that the different Ad- 
vices given about it came to the knows 
ledge of ſome, as well as the Names of 
the Authors of them, and the Reaſons 
vaich hinder'd the King from follow- 
ing them in that Circumſtance. The 
topes he had of getting a Parliament 
' to 
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The Secret Fliftory 
to his mind, chat is, ſuch an one as might 
overthrow the Laws of the Government; 
that was oppoſite to Popery and Tyranny; 
were the chief Reaſon, as is well knowg 
to many Perſons of Quality, that hin- 
der'd him from taking a' Reſolution to 
make us feel the Effects of that Leagbe, 
before it was declar'd in publick. 


And to Crown all theſe Circumſtantial 
Evidences, did not his ſending away hig 
Pretended Son and his Queen, and art: la 
His own flying thither, renouncing 'the 
Government of England,” on any other 
Terms than would enable him to execute 
his Clandeftine Treaties with France, de- 
monſtrate that they were more than 
Gueſſes, and require no ſtronger Proofs to 
Reaſonable Men and * 1 
4 | 


To Conclude, If it may be askt what's all 
this Hiſtory to us, eſpecially the lait? 
Are we in any Danger of a Secret Treaty 
with Fance? To this J anſwer, and to tbe 
laſt Objection firſt. We cannot be in any 
Danger from HER MAJESTY, of an 
thing contrary to our Good and Safety: 
Her bold and early Concern for us at the 
Revolution, in which She was pleasd to 
have a ſhare; Her readineſs in all Her 
Glorious Reign, to do whatever Her Sub- 
jects deſir d of Her, and even to prevent 
their Deſires, are Arguments with al 
Loyal Men, that as we can have 00 


greater Bleſſing than ſuch a Sovereign, ſo 
| 8 
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we can have no greater Loſs than to loſe 
Her. And when we have no more Her 
piety, Her Goodneſs and Her Care to 
protect us, if we ſhould be fo Wicked 
as to Countenance thoſe Principles which 
made the Revolution neceſſary, and would 
perhaps then make another, we may in 
ain hope for another Deliverer, having 
ſo ill deſerv'd of the laſt. Where fore we 
cannot enough expoſe thoſe Doctrines, 
thoſe Men and thoſe Practices, which 
brought us once ſo near the Brink of Ruin, 
that without the immediate help of Provi- 
dence, it had been inevitable. All our Mi- 
ſeries have ariſen from our Friendſhips 
with France, who 1s, and ever will be our 
Mortal Enemy, and as fuch-we ought to 
deteſt every. one, that ſhews any Inclina- 
tion to favour her Intereſt, or the Max- 
ims by which ſhe Governs. | 
+I have very. good Reaſon; | why I have 
not explain'd my ſelf further, in ſeveral 
Parts of this Treatiſe, and ſo good an 
Opinion of my Readers, that I cannot 
tank they will need any Light, in Mat: 
ters that are of ſo General Concern. 
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